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PAGE 9

ADMINISTRATIVE NOTE:
BY MEMORANDUM DATED 10/2k/93. FROM AC
GENERAL JOHN C. KEENEY- CRIMINAL DIVISION-
TO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR LARRY A. POTTS-.
REQUESTED THAT THE F
ALLEGATIONS MADE BY
SEXUAL ABUSE BY A g
ANY 4
THIS COMMUNICATION DESIGNATES WMFO AS OFFI
SPECIFICS LEADS CONCERNING THE INVESTIGATI
INQUIRY.

THE "FIND

ON 11/3/892 cure MATTER WAS COORDINAT

OFFICE OF PROFESSION
ro RN PEIRAS WHO OPINED THAT ABSENT ADDIT
DEVELOPED. THERE IS NO OPR ISSUE INVOLVED

Drafted By: DRW:RDT Room/TL #: 50y

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

XUUP _RNOUN AS THE "FIND
WAS PLAYED BY THE UNITED STATES INTEL

FORM

TING ASSISTANT ATTORNEY
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE-

RY INQUIRY INTO bé
CONCERNING CHILD b7C
ERS." AND WHAT ROLE. IF

LIGENCE COMMUNITY.
CE OF ORIGIN AND SETS
ON OF THIS PRELIMINARY

ED WITH UNIT CHIEF
AL RESPONSIBILITY
IONAL FACTS BEING
IN THIS MATTER.

Phone No: Y429y

COPY DESIGNATIONS:

-

1 - TICKLER




' “‘w
FD-491 (Rev. 5-26-92) )
Memorandum
&\ To : SAC, WMFO (31~WF-189911) Date 07/01/96
From : SAC, MIAMI
. O ruc
Subject: _ "FINDERS" GROUP X File Destruction Program
(Title) -
Enclosed are 2 " jtems.

1

These items are forwarded to your office since file meets
criteria for destruction.

Enclosures are described as follows:

Original Notes.
Original FD-302’s.

Laboratory and/or Technical Support.

M OO O

Miscellaneous Documents.

2
NOTE: DO NOT BLOCK STAMP ORIGINAL ENCLOSURES.
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89)

it 1899 )7 D\

Universal File Case Number

Field Office Acquiring Evidence WP =

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received It / O’S// 93

srom ‘

(Naime of Contributor)

(Addreés of Contributor)

[Ciiyand S ‘
(¢

By J4

bé
b7C

{Name of Specidl Agent) Py

To Be Returned I Yes Mo

Receipt Given [ Yes BT No

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure

0 Yes [O-No
Title: ffw@égg

Reference;

{Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: {S/Griginal notes re interview of

bé
b7C
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Universal File Case Number __ 3/ (-~ /899// —14-%
Field Office Acquiring Evidence W Fo
Serial # of Originating ;307ument
Date Received Itis 193 1
From o ;
(Name of Contributor)
(Address of Contributor)
[City and Sintoy— : 5 b6
By A (¢4)
T fial Agent)
To Be Returned [ Yes mﬁq
ReceiptGiven [J Yes EFNo
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
' L1 Yes m -
Title:
Reference:
(Gommunication Enclosing Matérial)
-
Description: foll i iosas of b6
b7C
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Universal File Case Number FlC-LF- 677 ,/ [ 1™

Field Office Acquiring Evidence W/

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received Nz /53

From

(Name of Gontributor)

(Address of Contributor)

By_Ch e

b6 |
b7C

{Name of §peciaﬂ Agent)

To Be Returned J Yes gjlo
Receipt Given [ Yes E1 No

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure

O Yes L[l No

Title: :

Reference:

(Communication Enclosing Material)

S s

Description: [}Original notes re interview of |
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89) ’ . e

Universal File Case Number __ 310~ (6 - 8991/ — fn‘/%
r“‘)

Field Office Acquiring Evidence W}M

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received v (8[43
From _ «
" (Nams of Contributor)
(Addrass of Contributor)
17'\—;5'. el Sty

(Name of Special Agent) -~ ,
e

To Be Returned O Yes g)lo
Receipt Given [ Yes 1 No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure

" [ Yes &No
Title:

Reference:

(Communibatian Enclosing Materia!)

Description: &3 Original notes re interview of
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Field Office Acquiring Evidence __WMFO

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received __ /{1t [9¢

From

(Name of Contributon)

-

(Address of Contributor)

By _SI4 " i k0~4:\€

To Be Returned I Yes [ No
Receipt Given [J Yes [0 No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
0 Yes O No
Title:

Reference;

(Communicétion Enclosing Material)
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| S 1l
Universal File Case Number__ 3| (-~ W -/999)) — | a
Field Office Acquiring Evidence WM

Serial # of Originating Document
Date Received

From

(Name of Contributor)

(Address of Contributor)

(Cily te) ‘ — | b6
Byqﬁ m1 [CJ(‘)‘ , BT

(IVame of Special Agent) ~

To Be Returned O Yes [0 No
Receipt Given [ Yes [ No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 ()
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
OYes OO No
Title:

Reference:

(Communication Enclosing Méterial)

L msdogme
.

Description: [7 Original notes re interview of
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Universal File Case Number _3( (- - 18991 | "]
Field Office Acquiring Evidence W"’*ﬁ) |

Serial # of Originating Document
Date Received __ 5 { 135 ] g /I /5 Yy e U /2 vl

From -
{Name of Contributar)

(Address of Contributor) 4 3

TRy D) ™) - b6
By 34‘ V@* -!7) ‘ ’ : " b7C

z {(Name of Sgéciangent)

To Be Returned [0 Yes OO0 No
Receipt Given [J Yes [0 No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
[J Yes [ No
Title:

Reference:

{Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: ﬁ Original notes re interview of
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89)

o

PR
X’,t

Universal File Case Number __ 31 ~ wWF- 1299 | ] -#§

Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received ____ 1 [3/5¢ g
From S A : b7C
onrinutor
TAOTTESS O COMToOTor)
El Centro, ¢4
— (Cilvand Stafe)
By S4

— (INamg o1 Special Agent)

To Be Returned [J Yes 3 No
Receipt Given [ Yes B No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
[J Yes Mo
Title: '

Reference:

{Communication Enclosing Material)

" emds

Desci'iptidn:.,g Original notes re interview of
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Universal File Case I;lumber 3i¢ ~WF- 189 90( —\ pD

Field Office Acquiring Evidence I’A/W 7

Serial # of Originating Document _

Date Received 12 20/ 9%

From

{Name of Cantributor)

{(Address of Contributor)

(City and State)

By _-H (a -4)

b6

{Name of Special Agent)

To Be Returned O Yes O No
Receipt Given [J Yes [1 No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
[1 Yes [ No
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Reference:

b7C

(Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: [ Original notes re interview of
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Universal File Case Number 3| (- Wf~ (87 U 3w
Field Office Acquiring Evidence W//w:@ '

Serial # of Originating Document
Date Received

- From

{Name of Contributor)
{Address of Contributor) ’
(City and State) b6
By v._,é?at (C - 4‘ ) , , . . b7cC
{Name of Special Agent) :

To Be Returned [ Yes [J No
Receipt Given [ Yes [J No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
{1 Yes [J No

Tite: “FNDES ™ GROS

Reference:

{Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: [-Original notes re interview of

11/21/‘}5
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89)

Universal File Case Number _3v © € 1g9an — [#

Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received =2 b=\

From

~ {Name of Contributor)

{Address of Contributor)

{City and State)

By

{Name of Special Agent

To Be Returned I Yes -B1 No
Receipt Given [J Yes No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
O Yes ENo
Title:

Reference:

{Communication Encbsing Material)

Description:_I Original notes re interview of
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Universal File Case Number __3t ¢ W% \ZYa\\ «/lﬁ‘@

"‘\.,.,./‘

Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received W-\S~93
From
{Name of Contributor)
{Address of Contributor)
{City and State)
By |
(Name o spec Agent)
To Be Returned O Yes £ No
Receipt Given [ Yes A No .

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
O Yes O No .

Title:

Reference;

{Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: [ Original notes re interview of * -
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FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE
SQUAD C+4 (202) 252-7844

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

Immediate O Top Secret Time Transmitted:
O Priority O Secret Sender’s Initials:
O Routine O Confidential Number of Pages:
. O Seﬁsiﬁve (Including Cover Page)
Unclassified
To: FBLHR Date: “/5/95
(Name of Office)
Facsimile Number: _ b6
b7C
Attn: 354 , Yey, 8D
(Name Room Telephoné"’ 4
From: S‘M W/'tFD

(Na’me of Office)

Subject: "ﬁﬂpa,cs"geow
WSTA -SExmAl Exploaniin oF Cuwdezn,;
— O8SH L 1200 06 JUSRIEE—PT

e § ewle

00.: WIMFo
Special Handling Instructions: s Mo Lty © SSA I poc
Antacetin K A pMEmo LocaTy i ThE WO FiLE N L Osts DUE

Wit THE STATMNT /M0 OF DesTons ApT | foR out.
Z RN

Originator’s Name: 5;4 ' . Telephone:

Originator’s Facsimile Number: L= — .

Approved: %/// g/f"’Wf" /8?7//‘ %;DOJ

(774 SEARCHED g dNOEXED et
SERIALIZED O\ EILED. LY

Conband by -lesl W)/t




TO: SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD OFF ICE DATE: 3/9/87
(7-1685) (P) (C-4)
FROM: sal | b6
b7C
SUBJECT:
K IDNAPP ING
O0:WFO
On 2/18/87, | | NAT IONAL CENTER FOR MISS ING

AND EXPLOITED CHILDREN (NCMEC), 1835 K Street, N.W., Washington,

D.C. (wWDhC), iui;g_lﬂﬁ, provided the writer with the attached

memorandum. elated she had received the memorandum from
| cusTtoMs, wDC.

A review of the memorandum reflects obvious
| | b6
observed and what was infact recovered by the METROPOLITAN POLICE b7C

DEPARTMENT (MPD) during the execution of search gTrrants at

On 2/28/87, this memorandum was brought to the
attention of MPD, the ihandling captioned
matter for MPD. | [advised the writer that a thorough
review of all evidence obtained at the two aforementioned

CEDWFO .

?g;rlwAﬁbJ E;’kj
il ® 1-168¢ =

SEARCHED—.__\/. —_—
SERIALIZED ¢

MAR B°5/1887

|_ER! . WASH EIEI D OFFICE

Y




WFO 7-1685

locations did not produce any of the items described in the
examples cited above by| [advised no evidence of b6

child sexual exploitation, kidnapping or any related crimes was b7C
obtained, and that there were no computerized lists orderin
children. A copy of the memorandum was provided to[::::::fj

I I

I

|
| | b6
b7C

2%
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Memorandum
To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) Date  11/4/93
From : sal | (C-4) b6
b7¢C
Subject: WPINDERS" GROUP;
WSTA - SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN;
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - PI;
00: WMFO
Attached to this memo is material provided to WMFO by
FBIHQ, CID, VCU at a 11/02/93 meeting concerning captioned matter
held at FBIHQ. The following individuals were present at this
meeting:
SSA FBIHQ bé
SSA FBIHQ b7C
SSA | WMFO b7E

a preliminary inquiry focusing primarily on the "FINDERS" Group.

SSA stated that he, or another FBIHQ representative would
[:f;ff?ge for review of files/documents in the possession of the
advis

SA | wMFO
ssa[__ |indicated that this investigation was to be ;:jblg{

State Department, and Intelligence Division FBIHQ, and
se WMFO accordingly.

m/ 901399 -2

SEARCHED. THOERED Lo wined <
SERIALIZED A A FILED... 8000 o

Ny 04 1993

| EBI-WASH. 5"153,1),11“;;0-
"
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11/2/93
To: Unit Chief | | b6
: b7¢C
From: SSA| | b7E
Subject: "Finders" - Preliminary Inquiry
On 11/2/93, met with SS3 Division 5 Special
Staff (ext 3951, Room 4127) and SSA Office of Liaison

and Internatlonal Affairs (OLIA, ext 4634), FBIHQ who is the
FBIHQ liaison with the State Department. ,fffi::;ffi:ff;f::;:]
| | with a packet of documents concerning e inders
preliminary Inquiry. The three of them wi ine the best
manner to request the records checks byl DOS for
"Finders."

|will conduct a search of Division 5 records
to determine if there is any documentation concerning "Finders."




@ P |

11/1/93
PRELIMINARY INQUIRY - ALLEGATIONS
OF ORGANIZED CHILD ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS "FINDERS"

¢ On 11/1/93, a representative from the Violent Crimes
Unit (VCU), Violent Crimes and Major Offenders Section, Criminal
Investigative Division (CID), prepared a packet of documents
received to date in this matter for review by WMFO.

4 On 11/1/93, a representative from the VCU contacted

WMFO SSA and scheduled a meeting between bé
representatives o he Violent Crimes Unit, SSA[:::::] and the b7C
WMFO case Agent on 11/2/93. b7E

4 On 11/1/93, a representative from the VCU met with
FBIHQ Office of Liaison and International Affairs ssal
(State Department liaison) and SS
to discuss DOJ's request that the FBI review documents from the

r§Lg:g_ngnar:men;_aassngrﬁ Office (DOS) and the[ | _
pertaining to "Finders." It is noted
that the DOJ requested that an FBI Agent "review relevant
documents firsthand, from the relevant intelligence agencies, as

opposed to having to rely on the agency's summaries or review..."

During a ing at DOJ with Section Chief Bergasser
and DOJ Attorney on 10/28/93, it was pointed out that a
written request from the FBI or DO quired before any
records could be obtained from DOS for review by the
FBI. During that meeting, Mr. Bergasser requested that the FBI
prepare a communication td |[DOS and let him review it
before it was sent to those agencies.




10/29/93
PRELIMINARY INQUIRY - ALLEGATIONS
OF ORGANIZED CHILD ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS "FINDERS"

¢ On 10/28/93, a representative of the Violent Crimes
Unit met with George Bergasser, Section Chief, and Attorney
child Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Department of
Justice. Bergasser noted that DOJ had received a three-ring
binder from Special Agent| ] u.s. custonie Service
(Uscs). This binder contains USCS briefing material on
"Finders." They requested that the FBI contact USCS to obtain a
copy of the material contained in the three ring binder.

Beraasser noted that in 1987, in Stuart, Florida, a

Bergasser noted that during October 1993,| het
with United States Congressman Rose (Florida) to discuss
allegations concerning a group known as "Finders". Both :
Congressman Rose and |
concerning théese allegations to DOJ. He is concerned that
several Congressional subcommittees may be looking at the

"Finders" matter and that the TV documentary "48 Hours" plans to
air a segment on it.

|

bé
b7C

b6
b7C
b7E




b6
b7¢C
b7E
¢ On 10/28/93, an FBIHQ indices search revealed a

reference to "Finders" in FBIHQ file 7-HQ-20191. On 10/29/93, a

review of this file indicated that FBI, Jacksonville

(Jacksonville file 7-1248) and FBI, WMFO (WMFO file 7-1685) had

conducted investigation resulting from an arrest of two

individquals in Tallahassee, Florida in 1987.

File review of 7-HQ-20191 indicated that a joint

investigation, conducted by the MPD and WMFO, lead to the

identification and interview of the mothers of the six children,

two of the fathers, and several other key members of the

"finders" group. On 2/18/87, WMFO presented the results of their

investigation to Assistant United States Attorney[ ] b6

[:::::::f] United States Attorney's Office for the District of b7cC

Columbia, Washington, D.C., who declined prosection for violation
of title 18, U.S. Code, Section 1201 (kidnaping) and 2251 (sexual
exploitation of children). WMFO SA[ |was the WMFO

case agent in this matter.

¢ On 10/29/9 the information obtained at DOJ was
discussed with WMFO SSA and Miami SSRA| |
West Palm Beach RA, and a teletype was prepared designating WMFO
as Office of Origin in this matter.
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10/28/93
PRELIMINARY INQUIRY - ALLEGATIONS
OF ORGANIZED CHILD ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS "FINDERS"

¢ on 10/27/93, an indices check by the Strategic
Information and Operations Center (SIOC) identified four FBIHQ
files (7-20191, 9-67521, 62-119517, and 66-19075) as hav1ng
references to "Finders", and three FBIHQ files (87-0 serials
15124, page 1, and serial 15140; 157-370 and 157-1552) containing
references td | There were no references to
| | These files have been obtained and will be
reviewed by the Violent Crimes Unit.

¢ oOn 10/27/93, SIOC identified 16 articles in the
Lexis-Nexis data base concerning "Finders". These articles
indicate that on 2/4/87, the Tallahassee Police Department,
Tallahassee, Florida conducted a traffic stop on a van containing
two men and six small children. The two men were arrested and
were each charged with one count of child abuse.

¢ On 10/27/93, a lead was sent to the Miami Division
to locate and interview| ] The case Agent
has known[______ |for approximately 15 years and will contact
him 10/28/93 to schedule the interview with him.

¢ on 10/28/93, the Correspondence Unit, FBIHQ advised
thaT they had no reference in their files concerning "Finders"
nor

4 On 10/28/93, FBIHQ OLIA was contacted concerning the
review of [ |State Department Ooffice files pertaining to
Finders. A written request in LHM format will be prepared to
obtain this information.

¢ On 10/28/93, Jacksonville (JK) SSA :advised

that JK was involved in an investigation with the group known as
the "Finders" in 1987. This case involved the recovery of six
children in Tallahassee, Florida who were traveling in a van with
two grown males not related to them. The FBI had participated in
the arrest of these two individuals who were each charged locally
with one count of child abuse. SA[::::::;:]advised that many
allegations had been made regarding sexual abuse in this case,
but none were proven. It appears that there was parental consent
for the children to travel with these individuals. The children
were subsequently returned to their parents and the subjects
spent about ten days in the local jail and released. This
investigation was conducted primarily by local authorities.

¢ On 10/28/93,]|

| National Center for Missing & Exploited

Children was interviewed concezhlng "Finders" and the two
searches conducted in 1987 at the two Finders properties in
Washington, D.cC.

bé
b7C

bé
b7C
b7E

bé
b7C
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4

subsequent to the Tallahassee Police Department (TPD) making the
traffic stop of the van, the TPD determined that these two men
belonged to a group known as the Finders based in Washington,
D.C.. As a result of information developed by the TPD during the
traffic stop, the TPD contacted the Washington Metropolitan
Police Department (WMPD). The WMPD developed information that
was subsequently utilized to obtain a search warrant for a
warehouse and a residence located in Washington, D.C. owned by

the FinderT. U.S. Customs and the WMPD participated in this
r§earch and

noted that approximately seven computers

and numerous computer fIgppy discs were seized during the search.
He did not participate in any subsequent review of this material.

|advised that the NCMEC has not developed any
positive information that the Finders organization is involved in
child sexual abuse.

lalso advised that he had been told that
documentation had been located in the WMPD files to indicate that
SGT. John Stycher (deceased), who had been his Sergeant during
the Finders search, had been contacted by a |who
had told him to step away from the Finders case. Allegedly,

¢ WMFO conducted investigation in this matter and this
information will be subsequently reviewed.

¢ On 10/28/93, George Bergasso, Section Chief, Child
Exploitation and Obscenity Section, Department of Justice
advised that the DOJ has a book of material on the "Finders" and
additional materjial that will be made available for review by the
FBI. Representatives of the Violent Crimes Unit will meet with
him on 10/28/93.

bé
b7cC

bé
b7C
b7E

b6
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10/29/93

FBIHQ FILE SUMMARY OF 7-20191
REFERENCE "FINDERS" GROUP

I bé

b7cC
fﬁy_Tallanassee Police Department (TPD) on

misdemeanor child abuse charges. The two subjects were arrested
after a complaint was made that six children were playing in a
park seemed to be unkept and neglected. The two subjects with
the children could not initially provide sufficient information
as to their legal custody of the children and were uncooperative
regarding their identity or the children identity.

- After the subjects were arrested TPD obtained
information from the children that they were from the Washington,
- C. area. TPD and FBI Jacksonville contacted the Youth
Services Division in Washington, D. C. in an effort to further
identify the children. The FBI got involved in the investigation
at this time due to the possibility that the children had been
kidnaped. The vehicle registration records for a van the men had

in their possession when a s

A joint investigation by the Washington Metropolitan
Police Department (MPD) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
lead to the identification and interview of the mothers of the
six children in question, two of the fathers, and several other
key members of the “finders" group. Aall persons interviewed
claimed their group consisted of an alternate communal type life
style made up of intellectuals who have chosen to live the way
they do. The mothers were all aware that the children had been
taken to Florida on a trip, they were familiar with and
thoroughly trusted the men in whose care the children had been
placed, and all insisted the children were well cared for.

On 2/18/87, The United States Attorneys Office, WDC,
declined prosection in this matter for the violation of usc,
Title 18, Sections 1201 and 1251.
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References of FBIHQ File 7-20191:

Serial #2 - Photos of subjects and children

"oo#9 - THQ re| |
“"Finders", allegedly a




s
N

Serial #15 - Teletype from Jk to FBIHQ dated 2/7/87, synopsis of

#16 -

investigation to date.

Teletype from FBI Richmond (166C-841) to FBIHQ dated

2/7/87, re results of se Vel on property
owned by| | Virginia by
Virginia State Police. Search warrants did not
produce evidence of Federal or State violations of
the law concerning sexual exploitation of children,

however it appears that the children found in
Florida had lived at this location.

Serial #20 - Airtel from FBIHQ to Jacksonville dated 3/10/87,

responding to indices check request.

" #24 - FO to FBIHQ, re interview of[:::::]
provides info pertaining to
inders™ group and explanation of incident in

Florida.

#26 - Airtel fr ated 4/1/87, advising
, that AUSAI::iz::;fj:::f:i;Ideclined prosecution in
this matt ng a eir is no evidence of a

Federal violation. No additional investigation in
this case.
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ihdices check

87-0 serial #15124 page 1 and serial # 15

bé
b7C

140 - Not identical

157-370 sub 61 serial 244 - does appeasr id ical
Memo to FBIHQ from Mobile dated 2/16/68, member of

KKK
157-1552 serial 214 - Memo
Klan news letter mentions

Indices Check "Finders"

7-20191 - See attached note

Jackson dated 11/26/65,
favoririg Blacks.

9-67521 - Complaint by

is

extorting him,

62-119517 serial #1 - Inquiry from Legat
group soliciting banks in Panama to provi
letter.

Panama Re "Finders"
de them with a news

66-19075 serial #1418 - not related to "Finders" _
group related to Finders fingerprint readers.
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Re: Finders

on 10/28/93, I spoke to SSA| |and sa[__]
[::::::::]Jacksonville Division (JK) regarding information they
may haye on a group known as the "Finders®".

. SSA[:;:::::]advised that JK was involved in an isc
investigation with a group known as the "Finders" in 1987. This
case involved the recovery of six children in Tallahassee,
Florida. The children were traveling in a beat up 1979 ford van
with two grown males not related to them. The children were
recovered in fairly good condition except that they were very
dirty. on 2/20/92, a FOIPA i i o |
was made by Washington D. C.
could not prouidg_additional'Inrurmattﬁﬁ_fegardlng the FOIPA

request. Ssa recommended thaﬁ I speak with the
Tallahassee RA case Agent

. Sa| | advised that the FBI and local law
enforcement participated in the arrest of two individuals who
were traveling around the country with six young children not
related to them. sa said that he was providing this
information from memory, but advised that the media blew the case
out of proportion. He advised that many allegations were made
regarding sexual abuse in this case, but none were proven. It
appears that there was parental consent for the children to
travel with these individuals. The children were returned to
their parents and the subjects spent about ten days in the local
jail and released. This investigation was conducted primarily by
local authorities. SA[_____ |could not provide additional
information in this matter.

notes:
JK case file 7-1248 consolidated to 62D~-2214 be
WMFO case file 7-1685 b7C

FBIHQ case file 7-20191
JK indices negative for




VITTIVIVE UrrivE?

TOTH DISTRICT, FLORIOA: PALM BEACH QARDEN
) ROOM 2381 w0 p'aunl Ta!ozx.‘tvam
wemoatomeswiome (@) ® N,
TELEPHONE: (392) 226.6792 . («7) 8370192
FAX: (202) 226-7000 POAT §T, LUCIE
COMMTTTLY: T60 SOUTH UK. HIIHWAY
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE : SUITE 200
BAANETT LOG
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, PORT ST, w::.xr: 2y
M ] .
AND TECHNOLOGY (ongress of the Wnited States tan atare
SELECT COMMITTEE ON L - .
NARCOTICS ABUSE AND CONTROL House of Representatives
NORTH ATLANTIC ASSEMBLY (NATO) Washington, B.¢, 20513

January 25, 1993

HELP END CHILD PORNOGRAPHY AND EXPLOITATION

COSPONSOR THE LEWIS BILL TO REESTABLISH CHILD PORNOGRAPHY UNIT
Dear Colleague:

In Pebruary, 1991, U.S. Custous "integrated" their Child
Pornography and Protection Unit into the Smuggling Investigations
Division, Office of Investigative Programs. At the time, Customs
Stated that “"these changes have in no way affected the manner in which
child pornography investigations are being conducted by our field
offices or the support that our headquarters staff provides."

I asked Customs to provide me with arrests, coavictions and
employee-hours spent on child pornography and protection, Customs own
numbers show a dramatic and inexcusable decline. - '

YEAR ARRESTS .~ CONVICTIONS EMPLOYEE~HQURS
1988 106 100 47,772
1989 5¢ , 57 54,613
1990 110 103 100,524
1991 82 116 61,173
1992 57 69 27,435

As you can see, since the uUnit's heyday in 1990, arrests and
conviction have been nearly halved, and employee~-hours have been
reduced to barely cne-fourth of previous levels!!

s e

Therefore, I am introducing a Concurrent Resolution calling -on
Customs to reestablish its child Pornography and Protection Unit, and
to equal or exceed its 1990 efforts.

It is clear Custows has given up most ot their efforts to put an
end to this reprehensible trade. It's time Lo make a permanent
commitment to stopping those who prey on the most vulnerable members
Ot our society, If you would like Lo cospunsor this Resolution,
contact me, or Curt Hollmann of my staff at 4-5792,

Sincgrely

/ .
‘fom Lewis
Member of Congress
THIS STAMONEMY P 2. ° L0 Th Farzs WAL vaTil ACAYCLED FIDERS
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A formal report will be rclcgscd_whcp forensic }ests are c?ncluded.

+ 7 foot tunnel extendlng into the mplex nex{

+ Other significant facts ' ; '
!

45
45

THE TU LS F OUND AT THE,

+ ‘1

foot tunnel

‘A PRELIMINARY REPORT l

¢ {

hl‘chARTIN PEASCHOOL

9 foot wide subtcrrancan entrancc found under w;ést wall of the "Dog" room

(Classroom 4, Ray Buckcy 5 classroom)
- Avocado tree roots cut on both sides

f the entrdnce.

- Disney bag, "Copynght 1982," found 4-1/2 feet bclow the classroom floor and

3" t0 6" in from entrance and under foundation, Classroom 4.

. Tunnel procecded south, then east 45 feet through Classrooms 4 and 3, and north,

-

.

r

then cast 10 feet within Claqerom 4,

- Tunnels were 30" wide, 44" to 46" deep, with top of the tunne] 30" under the

classroom floor. |
- The footing between Classrooms 3 an

4 was arched where th<r tunnel passed

underneath and 12" s hortcr n depth af this locanlon than same footing 12 feet

tothennorth.- 1 - ‘¥

- Four large. upnght containers w(re found 1.(1 the tunnel under the arch,

obviously hand placed,
A 9 foot wide chambef was found along

he tunnel under Classroom 4. Top of

chamber and top of sections of the tunnel had layers of plywood covered w1th tat
paper which had apparemly been supported by cinder blocks an(? 2"x2"and 2"

x 4" wooden posts found underneath.

Tunnel features madc it ewdem that tunpel was hax)d dug.

door

Tunnel extended from 'the bathrooms offjthe office and Classroom 1 to the front

yard of the triplex next door
garage. 1 :

Front yard concealed from street by three-car

|
Children descnbed :.ntrance and exiting tynnel in triplex yard exactly where tunnel
H

and exit were found. - :
1 39" x 41" area under a holé cut in th
excavated and subsequcntly txlled

s neighbox:"s bathroom floor had been
i

A small, white plastic plate with three renngr'um hand drawnlon top of light

green paint was found by the archaeologx

- Per historical archaeologxst pentagran
part of the manufacturer's design.

Many other artifacts found whose analy

{ests.

Nu doorknobs wére ¢ on Cl:xssroom doo

sts in the s& atified dirt in the play yard.
ns were hand drawn by an adult and not
ses will be released upon completion of
f .

r, only a déad balt Jock.|”

Each classroom had op and off nght swit

connect 10 fire station but was used as a 1 alert thhm the school

th labeled fFire Alarm."| System did not

More than 2000 arufacts wcre found under the school floor, mduding over 100

animal bones.

Due to severe time constra:pts our grchaeology team was unable to further explore the

extent of the tunnel networks. Above documer
diagrams and charts. For more details call (2
N ;

ted through photographs, notes, graphs,
3) 854- 5172

b6
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
U.S. CUSTOMS BERVICE

ENF 1 E:INV:SM

Mr. and Mrs.

Daay Nr. and Mrs. v

Thank you for your letter dated September 13, 1991,
expressing your concerns regarding the U,3, Customs Service child

Pornography Frogran.

The Child Protaection Act of 1984 clearly derined the agency
Jurisdiotion in this typiocally multidisciplined area of
anforcemant. The U.3, Postal Inspection Sarvice has jurisdiction
pertaining te the use of the U.S. mail to transport child
pornography, the Fedaral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) hes
Juriadiction over the interstate transportation of child
pornography, and the U.3, Customs Servics has jurisdiction over
tha interdiction and the intarnational distribution of child
pornography. The atatuta has oranted a close working
relationship between the agenciass at the field offica and
Headquarters level. The point of this is that the statute has
permitted a clear dafinition of responaibildty for the respective
agencias,

Recently, the U.S. customs Service Headguarters Office of
Enforcenent expeariencad a massive reorganization. This
reorganization ssused the Child Pornography and Ction Unit
to be intagratsed into the Smuggling Irvastig ns Division. ‘The
Child Pornography and Protaction Unit wa part of tha General
Sm“ggliﬂg Branch vhich was a part of tifé Smuggling Investigatiens
Div Ssctions were eliminated

sion, All Units, Bran:i;;b)unf/
during the racent raorganization. The child pornography program
i3 now headed by tha Natitnal Child Pornography Program Manager,
?a-SenictWEpUctq%,Agenﬁ assignad to the Smuggling Investigations
Division, Office 6f Investigative Programs, at Headquartars.
Thase changes have in no way affected the manner in which child
Pornography investigations are being conducted by its fiald
offices or the support that the Hsadquarters staff provides to
these field offices. The primary functions of the Unit remain
the-sama, that is to coordinate investigations within the
U.3. Cuatoms Sarvice ard batween the U.E§. Customs Servica and
other agencies, as well as collect, analyza, and disseminate

child pornography data, \
. . \
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Headquarters has established and still maintains°working
relationships with the Department of Justice through the Child
Exploitation and Obscanity Section, the National Canter for
Missing and Exploitad Children, the FBI, the U.§. Postal Service,
and various Military Investigation Commands. The Office of
Enforoemant also continues to work In gonjunotien with tho
Customs Qffice of Inspection and Control in seeking out ang
digcovaring new and unique metheds of smuggling onild pornography
into thﬁ'Unitad States from other countriea.

The aggressive approach that the U.S. Customs Service has
denonatratad in gonducting child pornography invastigations
within its jurisdiectional area, has had an lmpact on both the
violators and the distributors, and the mathods of Snuggling usad
by these individuals, fThe U.s. Customs Service will continus to
target andg investigate the importation of child pornography as
aggreassively as we have in the past. Pho ultimate affact {e tha
enhancemant on our part to pravant the sexual exploitation and
abuse of abildran,

8hould you have any'turthar questions or concarns, please do
not hesitate to contact nma.

Sincerely,

SYe weY VYYImtw
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Finders/Chronology
(See previous material for dates)

Contact of U.S. Customs by Tallahassee PD regarding
discovery of unidentified children and adult ma'le
"guardians" in city park.

Requested contact with Washington MPD for assistance .in
locating possible address and relatives of children.

14
Address located with assistance of MPD Intelligence
Division.-:

Second address identified. One residence, one warehouse.

Search warrants obtained by MPD Intel. Warehouse site of
previous MPD Intel inquiry jinvolving classified maps of
underground tunnel/sewer system, Washington, DC.

During search warrant staging, disclosure of pending search
warrant execution made by Tallahassee PD to local media
(Tallahassee, FL). Tallahassee Media representative
contacted D.C. media for more details. D.C. media reps
peruse public information at courthouse, are waiting at
search warrant sites for MPD search teams.

Search warrants executed with MPD and two U.S. Customs
agents (one at each site). FBI not involved until walk
through on following day. '

Seizure of numerous documents made to include passports,
telexes, computer/electronic media, correspondence, et al.
(See previous material for expanded description).

After search warrant shut down on first day, news reports
carried FBI press release announcing FBI as "lead
investigating agench." Day after, once search resumed, FBI
agent from Washington Field Office (WFO) makes walk through
of warehouse, but does not examine any seized evidence.

Additional search warrant executed on farm in rural Virginia
with support by Virginia State Police. No federal
involvement. Evidence of satanic/cult ritual discovered.

Based on observed documents, Customs agent unsuccessfully
attempts to gain access to evidence for detailed analysis
for use in investigating possible export, neutrality act,
mann act, and child pornography violations.

b6
b7C




contacts MPD Intelligence and advised that all reports
regarding Finders are to be classified at the Secret level.
also advised that no information was to be turned over

to the FBI WFO foT_inxgsxigaL;dn, and that the WFO would not
be advised of the involvement/contact.

Children discovered.

over to individuals
further MPD, FBI cr

As far as is known,
ever became public.

in Tallahassee were eventually turned
claiming to be parents or guardians. No
Customs invoclvement.

no details ofl |involvement

b7E




FD-448 (Rey 6/1/91)
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FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE
SQUAD C4 (202) 252-7844

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

O Immediate 0 Top Secret Time Transmitted: __/2.'3S_
X Priority [0 Secret Sender’s Initials:
O Routine O Confidential Number of Pages: e

0 Sensitive (Including Cover Page)

PRUnclassified
To: FA-TH@\ ! VCM Date: ///(/9 Z
/ /7 7

(Name of Office)

Facsimile Number: 22"/- 208'9
Attn: gSA b7C

(Name Hoom lelephione)

From: _C&W C(‘ S:/)

(Name of Office)

Subject: FINDZK Cldt / Wsir4 | \@

Special Handling Instructions: .Ils Wn) 00% B SHA L

Originator’s Name: < — Telephone: [
Originator’s Facsimile Number:
e
Approved: | . ., FBIDOJ
- ¥

~.,.. pry ~.,. oy ~~--\~.“-\"‘ S gy A
SERIALIZED.nSNY FILED.  vim o~

Ny 05 1993, -
‘..,_..,,ﬂé_l:-vvn.yn. riLLUW
e W/ 1
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BD--36 (Rev. 8-29-85)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
Xl Teletype [ Immediate [0 TOP SECRET
] Facsimile Xl Priority [J SECRET )
[J AIRTEL [0 Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL
] UNCLASEFTO
UNCLAS

Date 11/5/93

FM FBI WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4)
TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/

FBI MIAMI/PRIORITY/

BT

UNCLAS

CITE: //3920//

PASS: CID, VCU, Ssa

SUBJECT: "“FINDERS" GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY
INQUIRY; OO:WMFO.

REF: WMFO FACSIMILE TO FBIHQ ON 11/3/93.

FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ, REVIEW OF WMFO FIELD OFFICE
FILES CONCERNING CAPTIONED GROUP REVEALED THE FOLLOWING:

WMFO OPENED A KIDNAPPING CASE (7-1685) ON 2/6/87, AS A

RESULT OF A 2/4/87 ARREST OF TWO MEN IN TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

FOR CHILD ABUSE. THESE INDIVIDUALS,
B~Whto
tie KO

(a")Approved: Original filename: Ké #ﬂ @ 6 w s 307

Time Received: Telprep filename:

MRI/JULIAN DATE: ISN:

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE:

b6
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~PAGE 2 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS

| | WERE TRAVELLING IN A VAN WITH SIX

MINOR CHILDREN. THE VAN UTILIZED BY THESE INDIVIDUALS BORE

THE TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT (TPD) CONTACTED THE
METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT (MPD), WASHINGTON, D.C., TO GET
INFORMATION ON THE CHILDREN, AS THEY HAD MADE STATEMENTS
INDICATING A PRIOR RESIDENCE IN WDC.

ON 2/5/87, TPD CONTACTED THE LOCAL CUSTOMS OFFICE, WHICH

SUBSEQUENTLY CONTACTED THE WDC AREA CUSTOMS OFFICE, WHICH IN

TURN CONTACTED MPD. SPECIAL AGENT (SA)l |CUSTOMS,

PROVIDED THE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ARREST OF| |

[ ]To MPD INTELLIGENCE AND THE INFORMATION ON THEIR

WASHINGTON, D.C. ADDRESSES.

PRIOR TO 2/5/87, MPD HAD

RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, THAT A GROUP

OF PEOPLE CALLING THEMSELVES, THE "FINDERS", WERE CONDUCTING

BRAINWASHING TECHNIQUES AT| |

| | THE SOURCE REPORTED

b6
b7cC
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~PAGE 3 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS
CHILDREN WERE USED IN RITUALS BY THE GROUPS, BUT REPORTED
SOURCE NEVER OBSERVED ANY ACTUAL CHILD ABUSE.

BASED ON THE INFORMATION PROVIDED BY TPD AND THIS SOURCE,
MPD OBTAINED SEARCH WARRANTS AND EXECUTED THEM ON 2/5, 2/6/87
AT THE TWO WDC ADDRESSES. MPD SEIZED COMPUTERS, SOFTWARE,
PHOTOGRAPHS, AND BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE
FINDERS GROUP FROM THESE LOCATIONS. NO EVIDENCE OF CHILD
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION, KIDNAPPING, OR ANY RELATED CRIMES WAS

OBSERVED, OR OBTAINED FROM THIS SEARCH.

PRESENT AT THIS SEARCH WERE MPD DETECTIVES, FBI SA

WMFO CASE AGENT AND CUSTOMS SA| |

A MEMO FROM SA[ | DATED 3/9/87 WAS LOCATED IN ‘THE

b6
b7C
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APAGE 4 WMFO 31C~WF-189911 UNCLAS

b6
b7C

MEMO WAS SENT TO FBIHQ VIA FACSIMILE ON 11/3/93.

WMFO INVESTIGATION OF "“FINDERSY GROUP REVEALED THROUGH A

2/7/87 INTERVIEW OF GROUP MEMBER] ' |

|:| THE FOLLOWING:

[ |ADVISED FINDERS WAS A GROUP b6
b7C

IN 1972 WITH THE IDEA OF

RESPONDING TO PEOPLE IN EMERGENCIES. ADVISED THAT THE

GROUP GATHERED INFORMATION FOR PEOPLE OR COMPANIES. [ |

ADVISED THAT "FINDERS" WAS BASED OUT OF !

WwpC. [ |PESCRIBED THE] | as

MYSTERIOUS, AND RELATED THAT NO ONE USUALLY KNEW WHERE HE WAS.

JOINT INVESTIGATION BY MPD AND WMFO LEAD TO THE
IDENTIFICATION AND INTERVIEW OF THE MOTHERS OF THE SIX
CHILDREN IN QUESTION, TWO OF THE FATHERS AND SEVERAL OTHER KEY
MEMBERS OF THE SO-CALLED "FINDERS" GROUP. ALL PERSONS
INTERVIEWED CLAIMED THEIR GROUP CONSISTED OF AN ALTERNATIVE
LIFESTYLE, COMMUNAL-TYPE ASSOCIATION MADE UP OF INTELLECTUALS

WHO HAVE CHOSEN TO LIVE THE WAY THEY DO. THE MOTHERS WERE ALL




APAGE 5 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS
AWARE THAT THE CHILDREN HAD BEEN TAKEN TO FLORIDA ON A TRIP,
THEY WERE FAMILIAR WITH AND THOROUGHLY TRUSTED THE MEN IN
WHOSE CARE THE CHILDREN HAD BEEN PLACED, AND ALL INSISTED THE
CHILDREN WERE WELL CARED FOR, ALTHOUGH IN AN ALTERNATIVE
MATTER. EVERYONE INTERVIEWED STATED EMPHATICALLY THAT NO ONE
IN THEIR GROUP ENGAGED IN SEX WITH CHILDREN, THAT NO
RITUALIZED ABUSE OCCURRED, THAT THE "FINDERS" ARE NOT A
SATANIC CULT, AND THAT THE CHILDREN ARE IN FACT THE OFFSPRING
OF THE MOTHERS INTERVIEWED. ALL OF THE MOTHERS AND THE THREE
FATHERS INTERVIEWED AGREED TO BE POLYGRAPHED CONCERNING THEIR
TESTIMONY.

ON 2/18/87, THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, WDC,
DECLINED PROSECUTION IN CAPTIONED MATTER FOR VIOLATION OF

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 18, SECTIONS 1201 AND 2251.

WMFO FILES ALSO CONTAINED A 10/7/92 EXTORTION CASE (SA-

WF-183055) WITH| | ano[_______ ]

THIS CASE WAS OPENED AS A RESULT

b6
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~PAGE 6 WMFO 31C~WF-189911 UNCLAS
b6
b7C
THAT HE AND SEVERAL OTHERS OF THE "FINDERS" GROUP, |
| I
[:::::::]ADVISED THAT HE AND HIS COLLEAGUES REALIZED THAT
| I AND THE OTHERS, AT THE b6
b7C

I
TIME, WERE IN A CUSTODY BATTLE OVER THE GROUP'S PROPERTY
|

ASSETS. |

PURPORTEDLY RESIDED AT

| vIRGINIA.
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~PAGE 7 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS

ON 6/14/93, THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE FOR THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA DECLINED PROSECUTION OF THIS MATTER AND
THIS CASE WAS CLOSED.

WMFO CONTACT WITH U.S. CUSTOM SERVICE, WDC, INDICATES

THAT CUSTOMS SA |WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR

INTERVIEW UNTIL MONDAY, 11/8/93.

WMFO IS SCHEDULED TO REVIEW THE MPD FILE CONCERNING
"FINDERS" ON 11/4/93.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUES AT WMFO.

BT

b6
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FD-448 (Rev 6/1/91) . aLb ITHFORIATIOH (DNTATNED

\ HESRIN 185 UMLLAESSTE [ BD
r LATE De-05-2014 BY HSliG/iesidadins

FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE
SQUAD C+4 (202) 252-7844

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

O Immediate O Top Secret Time Transmitted: ___ [/~ 32
1, Priority 0 Secret Sender’s Initials: Dir—
)_( Routine O Confidential Number of Pages:
D SenSiﬁve (Including Cover Page)
sz Unclassified
To: /‘%757%7- Veu Date: ///5/75
(Name of Office)
Facsimile Number: 324 -308 ?
Attn: _S% :-G;c

(Name Room Telephone)

From: féf, Al/////@ /(2 ‘4)
(Name of Office)
Subject: %A/%/f %ﬂ// ST | &

Special Handling Instructions: Hs Haw 04087 0 <S4

Originator’s Name: 5/{ Telephone:
Originator’s Facsimile Number:
S{E-UA o W —187917 -]
Approved: SRt MK Doy
Nay 05 1993
FBL—wngn, Fiuil wftfoey
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ALL THRORMATION (UHTATHED

3 HEREIN IS5 UNCLASSIFIED
. DATE D2-08-2014 BY NSICG/F&EME4K93
Memorandum
To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) Date 11/4/93
From : SA (C-4) bé
b7C
Subject: "FINDERS" GROUP;
WSTA - SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN;
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - PI;
00: WMFO
Attached to this memo are copies of METROPOLITAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT (MPD) investigative file reports of pertinent
information obtained during writer’s 11/4/93 review of the MPD
case jacket on the FINDERS GROUP.
was made available for review by
MPD Intelligence Division, 300 b6
Indiana Avenue, NW, WDC. b7C

The MPD case jacket did not contain a listing of

specific items seized fron -
FINDERS GROUP pﬁoperties,
present status of any items seized at these searches, or a \ﬁg{

In addition there was no indication of the
listing of personnel present at the searches.

| indicated that the MPD investigating
Detective for this case was presently

[opined that| [could answer questions
concerning the specifics of this search.

210-w-18 99/ |

SEARCHED . e RE B
SERIAUZED_ . vir 69 ]

St e, oo s KAANR

¥OY 04 1993

EBIVitais file Ul ry




A3

Thou-@3-1993  11:@7  FROM Ff.' WHMFD SREUAD C-4 O ' 19122311676  P.01
‘ lm. X INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION REQUEST FORM 1 17¢ Use Only: fm: Record #: \L\.%'y-\.
i%@&:“ Date/Time In: r1o Eamg/gm
i 324" | FBI, Savannah Information Technology Center Date/Time Qut: Nl 317432 Dam
220 East Bryag Strest . Databasegs) Used:
Savannah, Georgiza 31401 - B S 5.% .
» Commercial Telephone or FTS: (912) 944-0824 thru 0828 " et 6. :
& FAX: (912) 231-1076 and (912) 2310974 § 3. _LEcC A

s Secure FAX & STU ILI: (912) 2311075
TO: FBI, SAVANNAH IM-‘ORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER
_J_BZ‘:‘}' ——

D'ltc . . ’ ..
: Ty jl-nmm-ﬁ‘&mmnm ' AV (3 Taledt FIMait " Reply: m\ 3 Telcal 0 Mait
g | UCEN: :c-mf- 12991 . b6

" Forferture/ St

-Reguestors: i . e
Office/RA: _@4“”@5“ A Precedence: O ROUTINE O PRIORI‘I‘Y mm%'o'ﬂ'ﬁw
" Fuitive: OYes Mo Ncié Acuvuleatc - MR

CCH Condusted:  wets Do BAO e S U 0 o Vetieles . Yes O No Driver s Licease:td Yes O No
Driver's License £ State; Vehicle Registration: State: -
SEARCH CRJIE_B.LA_KATmch additional sheets if necessary)

Name - Last: First: L Middle: _ _

Al Sex: M. DOB! DOB2: [ __/

SS 22 - - Spouse:

RESIDENC

Street Addres . City/State; wol Zip: . Phone:

BUSINESS " “

Business Name: _ INDPERS (plouf Strest Address: .

City/State: __ WO C Zip: Phone: Business ID#:

CHECK DESIRED SEARCH PARAMETERS (Please check pnly those that are needed)
X Sglegﬂc Information Desired __ (ONDMET _ LEXLS  / NEXS (pletes, Fob LoreRéncs)
Subitci AN Gheul LinDERS 1N MMEDIR Arng Fix LEucTI 70 (JAFo

O 2. Determine All Individuals Associated with Social Security Number(s)

0 3. Report Validity of Social Security Number

L) 4. Employment Report (subject to availability) TN WILL PO y ’

D) 5. Determine Who is Associated with Telephone Number(s)

3 6. Determine Address of Business/Person (__ U.S. ) R State(s))

0 7. Determine Property Owned by Individual (__ U.S. , , State(s))

Q2 8. Determine Who Owns Property Listed Above

0J 9. Determine Who Resides at Address Listed Above

D} 10. Determine Financial Background Info, Financial Associates/Institutions (NOT FULL CREDIT REPORTING)
0 11. Determine Corporate Business Info/Insumuons Associated with:

(Person/Business)

Reply From: FBI, Savannah Information Technology Center (SITC)
Return Reply To:

R | e 159971-
SAC ?A,ttcmion: =S4 D C4 ?I[ -
Basad on search <§jen‘a. trarked records are attached:

b6
b7C

SEARCHED, ._ INDEXED
SERIAUZED = " FILED 2 ~—‘L’

Passible Identifiable Records

Qther Peripheral Information -
33 Baef Synopsis of Information Found NOV 8 1993
T No Iaformation Found

A\ | f——‘f? ~




1

Memorandum

To SAC, WE_(31C-WF-1 Date 11/3/93
ATTN:

From : SAVANNAH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY CENTER
INVESTIGATIVE INFORMATION SERVICES,

s | 1o

Attached are copies of Investigative Information

~Serxvices, printouts. .setting. forth.xresults.of .inquiries: conducted:.. .

by Investigative Information Services. Also attached are two
copies of an accomplishment/reply form. It is requested that you
record the Investigative Information Services accomplishments on
this form, return one copy to the Investigative Information
Services, and maintain one copy together with the computer

printquts as a serial in your case file.

Set forth below is a brief synopsis of results of
inquiries.

| is utilized by the subject. Property
data and tax assessor info is attached. All other searches were
negative. :

Should additiopal contact be necessary, this request
was handled bv Analvst p
Telephone

1 - WF (Enc. 1)

Attn: Special Agent _Supervisor
Note: Copy forwarded | ,
Via Mail /Facsimile X Date 11/3/93
1 - SVITC

(2)
NDB

b6
b7C

bé
b7C




l |

****Q*********************** TRW ADDRESS UPDATE X*** %Kk X XXX KKKk KXk kKKK XKk K&k k% |

. FBI - SAVAN PUBLIC SOURCE INFORMATI GROUP *
‘ *
R R R R R R e T T

4

\TE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 12:45:53 SUBJECT ID: ADDRESS UPDATE

|

|

- b6
b7C

|

1 li/03/93 09:08:20 CPO1 706 TVAL

T XRERKARKEE NGO RECORD FOUND ¥¥x%xx&£%x¥¥% 7 "

)T' TO BE USED FOR CREDIT GRANTING.

\Y CONTAIN INFORMATION FOR MORE THAN ONE CONSUMER

“*TRW!S 93 EXTENDED ON-LINE HOLIDAY HOURS BEGIN NOV. 15 THROUGH JAN. 7.

“*NEW HOURS: UP MONDAY 2:00 A.M. THROUGH FRIDAY MIDNIGHT PST, UP SATURDAY 4:00
“*A.M{ THROUGH SUNDAY 10:00 P.M. PST. SAME SCHEDULE APPLIES ON HOLIDAYS ALSO.

“* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/12:45:53 (ORN: 335) **%




o ‘
<§***i********************* & TRW SOCTAL SEARCH *%%%%% KKK KKK KK KK KKK KKK KKk KKk,

FBI - SAVAN PUBLIC SOQURCE INFORMATI GROUP *
' *
KK KKK KKK KKK KA KKK KKK K KKK KKK A A KA A R KA AAAKRAKRKKAAKKKAAAKRKIAKRAK KKK KRR KA KRRk k&

\TE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:33:23 SUBJECT ID: SOCIAL SEARCH

V-04/042/3.34

\GE 1 DATE 11-03-93 TIME 9:55:50 PCR04 V406 -

3SN:

'ULL NAME/ADDRESS: _ .

D T T B T T T S J0Y P T A B DR

\BBREVIATED NAME/ADDRESS:

IOT TO BE USED FOR CREDIT GRANTING

IAY C@NTAIN INFORMATION FOR MORE THAN ONE CONSUMER

iND -- TRW SOCIAL SEARCH

“* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:33:23 (ORN: 336) *%%

b6
b7C




<f***ﬁ************************** EQUIFAX DTEC XXX%x%kx*
FBI - SAVAN PUBLIC SOURCE INFORMATI

ARAKKAAKKA KA KK KKK KK KKK

GROUP

*
*

<****§*************************************************************************

\TE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:31:58 SUBJECT ID: DTEC

_SSN;ISSUED PRIOR-1951 . STATE ISSUED—DC ’

_oF -1 |

D OF REPORT EQUIFAX AND AFFILIATES - 11/03/93

‘* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:31:58 (ORN: 338) %%%

b6
b7C




|| .
: ; * K Kok Kk kK Kk Kk % * % %k
KKK K KKK KKRKK KKK KRR KKK K TRANS UNION TRACE *%%X%% * KKK KKKk

FBI - SAVAN PUBLIC SOURCE INFORMATI GROUP *

*
TRk koK sk Kk ok ko k kK kok ke sk ke sk ok ok kK 3k ok R sk 3k ok ok sk sk sk ok sk ok ok ok 3K ok sk oK sk sk sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok K 3K ok 3k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk sk oK ok o ok Rk

TE: 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:32:37 SUBJECT ID: TRACE

.CE

ANS UNION CREDIT REPORT

R, . MKT/SUB ‘INFILE DATE TIME
QHO2870232 . L 15.sC. . . 11/03/93 11:53CT _
TON e ez e e s SN e T w0 DOB o w0
SOCTAL SECURITY NUMBER TRAGE * < - - | | | 3 . o bs
NAME/SPOUSE SSN OWNER b7c
ADDRESS ’ - . _ - ADDR ‘RPT DATE -
1. | SUBJECT
| 04/89

END OF NETWORK TRACE** :
COPYRIGHT 1993, TRANS UNION CORPORATION

]

* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:32:37 (ORN: 337) **x%




:f*%*%********************* TRW ADDRESS UPDATE *%X* XXX XXXk Xkk KKk kKK XKk kk k% %

FBI - SAVAN PUBLIC SOURCE INFORMATI GROUP *

*
R R R R P TS E LRI TS R R R R R R P P R R R e R R T T T

JTET! 11-03-1993 TIME: 13:36:28 SUBJECT ID: ADDRESS UPDATE

b6
b7C

1 11/03/93 09:58:55 CLO5 306 [ | TMD2

sy

ZLILPILE IDENT. SS¥ TS

02-18-91

'DRESS LOCATED REPORT TYPE G

T TO BE USED FOR CREDIT GRANTING.

-Y CONTAIN INFORMATION FOR MORE THAN ONE CONSUMER

*TRW'S 93 EXTENDED ON-LINE HOLIDAY HOURS BEGIN NOV. 15 THROUGH JAN. 7.

*NEW HOURS: UP MONDAY 2:00 A.M. THROUGH FRIDAY MIDNIGHT PST, UP SATURDAY 4:00

"*A.M. THROUGH SUNDAY 10:00 P.M. PST. SAME SCHEDULE APPLIES ON HOLIDAYS ALSO.
————— END :

* END OF REPORT ID: 11-03-1993/13:36:28 (ORN: 339) *%x%




JPTION : A (E)DA

METRONET‘I—LINE INFORMATION SYSTEM. DATE: 11/03/93
————————————————————————————— ADDRES S ——mmmm—mmmmmmmmmmme e
(N)BRS (A)DDR (P)HN (Z)IP (C)ITY (S)TATE (U)S

(M)ENU (H)ELP (F)WD (B)ACK (W)METRO AREA (X)CLEAR
ELECTION FILE : R (R)ESIDENTIAL (B)USINESS
AME | . FOR FIRST NAME SEARCH, ENTER F :
OUSE# : sTREET: | e
ITY : NGTON ST : DC ZIP CODE: PHONE #: ( ) -~ - b7C
RETURNED NAME/ADDRESS
- NEAREST . HOUSE # FOUND .
(000) 000 - 0000
EDIAN INCOME : 0211.0K HOME OWNER 'PROB :
'EALTH RATING : A HOME VALUE : 0466.7K , _
'ATE OF BIRTH : HOME VALUE INDEX: 255
DWELLING TYPE : UNKNOWN
NET .ASP ° ANSI ° FDX ° 2400 E71 ° LOG CLOSED ° PRINT OFF ° ON-LINE




é

METRONET‘J—LINE INFORMATION SYSTEM'

3

IME: 12:07:22 DATE: 11/03/9
ST ADDREGSS e B it
~ PTION : A (E)DA (N)BRS (A)DDR (P)HN (Z)IP (C)ITY (S)TATE (U)S
i (M)ENU (H)ELP (F)WD (B)ACK (W)METRO AREA (X)CLEAR
' ELECTION : FILE : B (R)ESIDENTIAL (B)USINESS

‘AME ? : FINDERS GROUP FOR FIRST NAME SEARCH, ENTER F : F

OUSE# : 1307 STREET: 4TH ST NE

ITY : WASHINGTON ST : DC ZIP CODE: PHONE #: ( ) -

RETURNED NAME/ADDRESS
_ GLOBAL PRESS REVIEW.
R 1307 .-4TH ST NE. - = - ... .
WASHINGTON - DC 20002 7001
‘ (202) 546 - 9828
NET.ASP ° ANSI ° FDX ° 2400 E71 ° LOG CLOSED ° PRINT OFF ° ON-LINE




" Front Footage : 0
Depth Footage : 0
B1ldg Footage : 37,200
Pool : O
# Units : 4
# Baths : 0.0
# Bedrooms : O
Total Rooms : 0
Stories : 0.0

END OF DATA

" Universal Directory of ALL Data .for

For: FINDERS GROUP
1l Tax Lien
-~ Judgment-
Bankruptcy
Environmental
Tax Assessor Name
Grant Deed Name
Federal Aviation Admin.
8 Watercraft
END OF LIST

ONOUTR W

DC

DC
DC
DC
DC
DC
Us

Washington DC

No Record

“No“Record

No Record
No Record
No Record
No Record
No Record

- No Record

on-’

on
on
on
on
on
on

PH

PH’

PH
PH
PH
PH
PH
PH

Online

online = - =

Online
Online
Online
Online
Online
Online




. . Page 1

MATIL-IT REQUESTED: NOVEMBER 3, 1993 10322ZC
CLIENT:
LIBRARY: ASSETS
FILE: ALLOWN

YOUR SEARCH REQUEST AT THE TIME THIS MAIL-IT WAS REQUESTED:
3918 W/2 W AND DC

.NUMBER OF RECORDS FOUND WITH YOUR REQUEST THROUGH:
LEVEL 1... 2

wov s LEVEL « -1 PRINTED - - 78 %o v whmime v ay fonaes P S v N P T I

THE SELECTED RECORD NUMBERS:
1 . - N

DISPLAY FORMAT: FULL

SEND TO: SAVANNAH, # S
FBI
220 EAST BRYAN STREET
SAVANNAH GEORGIA 31402FRANC

**********************************03367**********************************

LEXIS*NEXIS € LEXIS-NEXIS€E LEXIS-NEXIS &F

Services of Mead Data Central Ina -




. ‘l" ‘I’ Page 2

LEVEL 1 - 1 OF 2 RECORDS
TRW REDI Property Data, Copyright (c) 1991
PROPERTY RECORDS FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ESTIMATED TAX ROLL CERTIFICATION DATE July 31, 1991

b6
b7C

' Owner

Mailing Address:|

NNMUNICIPALITyzl |y S

dkdekhhkhhhhkhkhkhhhkhhkhhhkkhdhkkkk LOCATION ***********************************

Property Address:l |

. Property Use (REDI): Apartment
Assesgsor's Parcel Number: 1315- -0039

dkedkdhkhhhhkdbhhhkhhhdrdkhhhhhkhhhhd ASSESSMENT VALUES % % & % e e do ok do ok ok % o ke ok de ke de o e ok ke ke de ke e

Land Value: $ 173,725
Improvements: 170,515
Total Value: $ 344,240

Use Code: MULTI-FAMILY FLATS
Lot Size: 4,655 sq ft
Year Constructed: 1938

Fhkkkdokdkkkkhkdokdkkhkkkkk PROPERTY CHARACTERTSTICS * % % b ook o s s ok de e e ook o e de e ok

Units: 4 Stories:

Rooms : Heating: HOT WATER
Bedrooms : Cooling:

Bathrooms: Floox:

Fireplaces: Walls: BRICK
Pool: Const:

*************************-k************************************************

LEXIS*NEXIS'EE L EXIS-NEXISEE LEXIS-NEXIS €=

QAnrvviane Af AMAanA NMata NAanteal s —




Page 1

" MAIL-IT REQUESTED: NOVEMBER 3, 1983 1032ZC

CLIENT:
LIBRARY: ASSETS
FILE: ALLOWN

YOUR SEARCH REQUEST AT THE TIME THIS MAIL-IT WAS REQUESTED:
1307 W/2 4TH OR 4 AND DC

*NUMBER OF RECORDS FOUND WITH YOUR REQUEST THROUGH:
LEVEL ... 3

s+« LEVEL.- - -1 -PRINTED: « v o & et ey o e e

THE SELECTED RECORD NUMBERS':
3 -

DISPLAY FORMAT: FULL

SEND TO: SAVANNAH, # 5
FBI
220 EAST BRYAN STREET
SAVANNAH GEORGIA 31402FRANC

**********************************03413**********************************

LEXIS-NEXIS @ LEXIS-NEXISE LEXIS-NEXIS €%

Services of Mead Data Central. Inc. i -




LEVEL 1 - 3 OF 3 RECORDS
TRW REDI Property Data, Copyright (c) 1991
PROPERTY RECORDS FOR DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ESTIMATED TAX ROLL CERTIFICATION DATE July 31, 1991

OwnerJ |

Mailing Address:

wowrereALITY] |

hhkdkhkkhkhhhkhkdhhhhdhhhhhihhkkihddk LOCATION **kkkhkkkkkhkhhkhdhhkhhhhhhhhkhhhkhhhkhkdkk

Property Address: J

Municipality: WASH _DC
Property Use (REDI): Warehouse
Assessor's Parcel Number: PAR -0129-0027

hkkhhhhkhddhhhdhhkhkhhhkhRhhhhkkkhkdhdx ASSESSMENT VALUES *%kkkhkhhhhkhkhhhhhkhkhhhhhdkhit

Land Value: $ 54,960
Improvements: 205,390
Total Value: $ 260,350

Use Code: WAREHOUSE-MULT-STORY

Lot Size: 5,496 sq ft

Improved Square Feet: 10,414 (building)
Year Constructed: 1931

ke o de K g de e ke de o de e e ke de Ko de e e de e ok de ke PROPERTY CHARACTERISTICS dhkkhkhhhkhkhhkhhhhkhkhhhdhdkksk

Units: Stories:

Rooms : Heating:
Bedrooms : Cooling:
Bathrooms: Floor:
Fireplaces: Walls: BRICK
Pool: ‘ Const:

**************************************************************************

Page 2

b6
b7cC

LEXIS*NEXIS €% | EXIS-NEXIS & | EXIS-NEXIS €2

Sarvices nf Mead Data Central ina




[

%ZNFORMATION AMERICA NETWORK-aSLEUTH SUMMARY
' 'FINDERS GROUP]

No. Name

FINDERS
FINDERS
FINDERS

T

FINDERS

OO U W

GROUP
GROUP INTERNATION

GROUP LIMITED

Clue(s)

Officer of FINDERS'

1/1

P 3-NOV-1993
. Page

KEEPERS

Officer FINDERS GROUP

Officer of FINDERS

GCROUP

mber=More Info N=New Search R=Revise State(s)

S#=Save Clue E=Exit

Source

b6
b7C




INFO AMERICA--OHIO Secretarymof State Corp--Summary
SEARCH KEY: [FINDERS GROUP]
3. Business Name Type Status

1 FINDERS GROUP TRADE NAME CANCELLED

mber=MoreInfo O=0OrderDocs N=NewSrch E=Exit 1

-NFORMATION AMERICA NETWORK--OHIO ’
1l SECRETARY OF STATE CORPORATE--Detail

‘nformation current through 10-16-1993

Name: FINDERS GROUP

Owner(s): FINDERS GROUP
Address: 629 OAK ST
COLUMBUS 43215

Type: TRADE NAME
State of Origin: NOT AVAILABLE
Date of Filing: 01-03-1986
Status: CANCELLED ON 02-22-1991
Date of Expiration: 01-03-1991
State ID Number: RN88852

.25 History * % %

Date Transaction

02-22-1991 CANCELLED BY OPERATION OF LAW

;TURN=More Information P#=Page E=Exit to Summary
-NFORMATION AMERICA NETWORK--OHIO

1 SECRETARY OF STATE CORPORATE--Detail
"INDERS GROUP

*%%* History *** (Cont'd)
Date Transaction

10-01-199%0 LETTER/RENEWAL NOTICE MAILED

3-NOV-1993

01-03-1986

3-NOV-1993
Page 1/2

3-NOV-1993
Page 2/2




Date of Most recent Change in Capital: 04-13-1979

Tax Capital: 1,000
Total Capital: 1,000

mber=MoreInfo RETURN=Summary O=OrderDocs P#=Page N=NewSrch E=Exit




COMMON NPV 100(6000 100
*hkkx QIIUMENT FILING HISTORY *%%% ) |
File Date Transaction
os-29-86 Type: ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

Comment: FINDERS GROUP LIMITED

iTURN=More Information P#=Page E=Exit to Summary

 VFORMATION AMERICA NETWORK--CORPORATE GLOBAL 3-NOV-1993
3 COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF STATE--Detail Page 4/4

FINDERS GROUP LIMITED]

**%%% DOCUMENT FILING HISTORY (Cont'd)**xxx

% File Date *  Transaction

~ NOT AVAIL Type: 1993 CORPORATE REPORT MAILED 08/01/92 _
1 DUE 10/31/92

| NOT AVATIL Type: 1993 CORPORATE REPORT SECOND NOTICE 11/30/92
SUSPENDED AFTER 01/31/93
|

12-15-92 Type: INTENT TO DISSOLVE
Document No: 921119454

12-15-92 Type: DISSOLVED CORPORATION
Document No: 921119455

mber=MoreInfo RETURN=Summary O=OrderDocs P#=Page N=NewSrch E=Exit




INVEé!!GATIVE INFORMATION SERVIC!!?

In order to help us better serve your investigative needs,
please complete the following and return to:

FBI, Savannah Information Technology Center
220 East Bryan Street
Savannah, Georgia 31401 -

SAVANNAH ITC RECORD #: | ! IICTEN Q"iC—WF—189911

ANALYST: o
Was the information provided helpful to your investigation?
0 YES 0 NO
If NO, please let us know how we could be more helpful to your
investigation:
ACCOMPLISHMENT(S) resulting from information:
PERSON(S): (Enter total number applicable to each of the following)
FBI Fugitive(s) Arrested: 0 FBI 0 Local Date
__ Local Fugitive(s) Arrested: [0 FBI 0 Local Date
Subject(s) 0 Arrested 0 Located 0 Identified
Witness(es) 0O Located 0 Identified
New Witness(es) 0O Located 0O Identified
BUSINESS (ES): (Enter total number applicable to each of the following)
New Business(es) Identified
New Business Associates/Associations Identified
Financial Audit Trail(s) Enhanced
ASSET(S): (Enter total number applicable to each of the following)
(TYPES: C = CASH ~ R = REAL PROPERTY P = PERSONAL PROPERTY)
Asset(s) O Located [ Identified [VALUE: TYPE: _ ]
Asset(s) Subject to Seizure/Forfeiture [VALUE: TYPE: ___ ]
Potential Economic Loss Prevented [VALUE: TYPE: __ ] .
OTHER: (Enter total number applicable to each of the following)
New Case(s) Initiated
New Lead(s) Generated
COMMENTS :
1 - Case File b6

1 - SITC p7C




1!D-448 (Rev 6/1/91) ~

F RV

~

. L
FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

O Immediate O Top Secret Time Transmitted: _ 6740
O Priority O Secret Sender’s Initials:
O Routine O Confidential Number of Pages:
0 Sensi’(ive (Inciuding Cover Page)
O Unclassified
To: f{s-L /“? - ve &7 Date: ////; 3
(Name of Offic b6
b7C

Facsimile Number:

Attn: 5 A

{Name

From: /"&Z. W/"(/)

{Name of Office)

Subject: M /MOEN S | W"
DY Lo

Special Handling Instructions:

Originator’s Name: | Telephone:

Originator’s Facsimile Number:

A— 5 /0w~ 18991f
Approved: SEARCHED__. .mat e DTUOJ

VENED)
SERIALIZEDN ‘\_}- 3

nay 08 1993

FBim= torariie s o wun 18

4.
"7/11{ e




® e A

FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
XI Téletype [[] Immediate [ ] TOP SECRET
‘l:] Facsimile X] Priority 0] SECRET
(] AIRTEL 0 Routine [C] CONFIDENTIAL
[ UNCLASEFTO
X UNCLAS

Date 11/8/93

FM FBI WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4)
TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/

BT

UNCLAS

CITE: //3920//

PASS: FBIHQ, TRAINING DIVISION, NCAVC/ISU FOR SSA Esc

SUBJECT: "FINDERS" GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY
INQUIRY; OO:WMFO
FOR INFORMATION OF NCAVC, CAPTIONED MATTER WAS OPENED ON
11/2/93 AS A RESULT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE’S REQUEST oo (* -t

THAT THE FBI CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS

MADE BY CONCERNING CHIILD SEXUAL ABUSE

BY A GROUP KNOWN AS THE "FINDERS", AND WHAT ROLE IF ANY, WAS

PLAYED BY THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.

(A 9%/ )10
K CHooGw . ?\.7,1__

Approved: M . ig : : ..ﬁ,‘ ) _ : ¢ )
' Ror s 0

Time Received: (

MRI/JULIAN DATE: /.99 /2/2 ISN: &aé

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: A7 5—0’@2{




4 ~3 .
# N gl : .

*PAGE 2 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS

b6
b7C

| |WITH U.S. CONGRESSMAN

ROSE (FLORIDA) TO DISCUSS ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING A GROUP
CALLED "FINDERS". BOTH ROSE AND[ | PROVIDED INFORMATION
CONCERNING THESE ALLEGATIONS TO DOJ.

WMFO INVESTIGATED A GROUP CALLED FINDERS IN FEBRUARY,
1987. FINDERS WAS AN ALTERNATE LIFESTYLE GROUP, LOCATED AT
3918/3920 W STREET, N.W., AND 1307 4TH STREET, N.E., WDC, THAT

EVOLVED INTO A DATA GATHERING GROUP. THE GROUP WAS

PURPORTEDLY HEADED BY A| |

| | VIRGINIA, WITH THE LEADER IN THE WDC

b6
b7C

| | WMFO CLOSED THE CASE WHEN NO VIOLATIONS OF FEDERAL

LAW, NO CHILD ABUSE, NO SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN WAS

DETERMINED TO HAVE OCCURRED.




- ‘ .

PAGE 3 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS

SA THE WMFO CASE AGENT FOR THE 1987 b6
b7C

INVESTIGATION, ADVISED THAT THIS MATTER WAS BROUGHT UP AGAIN

SOMETIME IN 1989, WHEN TV TALK SHOW HOSTl |WAS

PURPORTEDLY PILANNING TO AIR A SPECIAL EXPOSING FINDERS AS A

SATANIC CULT. SA[_____ | PROVIDED SSA| loF ncave,

QUANTICO WITH INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS INVESTIGATION. SA
[::::::::]ADVISED THAT WHEN THE TELEVISED SPECIAL AIRED THERE
WAS NO RESPONSE TO FINDERS.

LEADS:

TRAINING DIVISION, NCAVC, AT QUANTICO, VA.

REVIEW RECORDS CONCERNING THE FINDERS AT QUANTICO AND
ADVISE FBIHQ, AND WMFO OF ANY REFERENCES TO FINDERS,
SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSING THEIR CURRENT STATUS AND LOCATION IF
KNOWN. ADDITIONALLY, REVIEW ALL REFERENCES TO FINDERS AND THE
U.S. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IN AN ATTEMPT TO DETERJINE IF ANY
CORRLATION EXISTS.

BT




k4

0023 MRI 00498

FFPFRIWMFG

DE FRIWMFO #0006 3121750

ZNF LU

PoOBL74ARL NIV 93

FM FBI UMD (B10-WF-189911) (F) (C-4)
TO DIRECTINR FRI/JFPRIORITY/

BT

UNCLAS

CITE: /7392077

PASS:  FRIHG, TRAINING DIVISION, NoAve/Isu For ssal

SUBJECT:  ®FINDERS® GROUM, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-BEXUAL
EXFLOITATION OF CHILDREN] OBRSTRUCTION F JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY
INQUIRY; OO3WMFG,

FOR INFORMATION OF NCAVE, CAPTIONED MATTER WAS OPENED ON
1172793 AY A RESULT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE'S REQUEST

THAT THE FEI CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONG

MADE &Y CONCERNING CHILD SEXUAL ARBUSE
BY £ GROUF KNOWN A5 THE “FINDERS®, AND WHAT ROLE 1F ANY, WA
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FAGE TWO DE FEIWMFO 0006 UNCLAS

FLAYED BY THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY,

| |WiTH U, %, CONGRESSMAN

ROSE (FLORIDA) TO DISCUSS ALLEGATIUNS CONCERMING A GROUP
CALLED #FINDERE", BOTH ROSE AND[ |FROVIDED INFORMATION
CONCERNING FHESE ALLEGATIUNS To DI,

WG INVESTIGATED A GROUF CALLED FINDERS IN FERRUARY,

1987, FINDERS WAS AN ALTERNATE LIFESTYLE CGROUF, LOCATED AT

THAT

EVOLVED INTD A DATA GATHERING GROUR, THE GROUF WAY

FURFORTEDLY HEADED BY A |

|V[RQINIH, WITH THE LEADER IN THE WDC

WHMFD CLOSED  THE CASE WHEN NO VIOLATIONS OF FEDERAL

LAW, NO CHILD ARUSE, NO SEXUAL EXFLOITATION OF CHILDREN WAS

DETERMINED TO HAVE OCCURRED,

&A THE WHFQ CASE AGENT FOR THE 1987

bé
b7C

b6
b7C




FD-36 (Rev. 8-29-85) %

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
Xl Teletype [] Immediate [] TOP SECRET
[l Facsimile X] Priority [l SECRET
[C] AIRTEL [CJ Routine [[] CONFIDENTIAL
] UNCLASEFTO
Xl UNCLAS

o
Date 11/€793

FM FBI WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4)

TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/

1«2

FBI MIAMI/PRIORITY/

BT m
UNCLAS
CITE: //3920// (

b6
PASS: CID, VCU, SSA b7C
SUBJECT: "FINDERS’ GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL

EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY
INQUIRY; OO:WMFO.

RE: BUREAU TELETYPE TO WMFO AND MIAMI, DATED 11/2/93,
AND WMFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND MIAMI DATED 11/6/93, BOTH
CAPTIONED AS ABOVE.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE ADVISED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF

JUSTICE REQUESTED THE FBI CONDUCT A{PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO
I

ALLEGATIONS MADE BY

.S G
4 )

Approved:

Svéé Y 7.2
Time Recsived: ____Qjcopn. Terep lnsme SEeol 50515
MRI/JULIAN DATE: /0?377/3/ i /3/</ sn: J33
FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: /3L 13 KAl / olss




"PAGE 2 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS

SEXUAL ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS THE "FINDERS", AND WHAT ROLE,
IF ANY, WAS PLAYED BY THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE
COMMUNITY.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE INITIATED SAID PRELIMINARY
INQUIRY AND SET FORTH LEADS FOR WMFO AND MIAMI.

INVESTIGATION AT WMFO INDICATES THAT MATERIALS SEIZED
DURING THE EXECUTIONS OF TWO FEBRUARY 1987 SEARCH WARRANTS OF
"FINDERS" ADDRESSES IN WASHINGTON, D.C., WERE PROBABLY
FORWARDED TO THE TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA POLICE DEPARTMENT (TPD)
FOR INCLUSION IN THEIR "FINDERS" CASE.

LEAD:

MIAMI DIVISION AT TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

THROUGH LIAISON INTO THE TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA POLICE
DEPARTMENT, REVIEW THEIR INVESTIGATIVE FILES CONCERNING THE

"FINDERS". ASCERTAIN THE STATUS OF ANY PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

MAINTAINED BY THE TPD, REVIEW SAME AND ADVISE FBIHQ /AND WMFO.
LOCATE INVOLVED TPD PERSONNEL TO INCLUDE THE THEN %,I’F OF
POLICE, AND DETERMINE IF ANY OUTSIDE AGENCY (NOFTF"

U.S. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY) ATTEMPTED TO INFLUENCE THE

OUTCOME OF THEIR INVESTIGATION.
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FMFHD WMFD (310-WFE-189%11) (F) {(L-4)
TO DIRECTOR FRIJFRIGRITY/

FRL OMILAMLI/FRIORITY/

BT

UNCL.AE

CITEs /77392077

PASS:  CID, VOU, S8 | |

SUBJECTY  "FIMDERS!Y GROUF, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-8EXUAL
EXPFLOITATION OF CHILDREN; ORSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY
TRGUTRY 3 Cel g WMFG,

Rz 4 ”BUHFHU TELETYRE To WMFO AND MIAML, DATED 11/72/795;
AND WMFD TELETYPE 10 BUREAU AND MIAMI DATED 11/6/93, BUTH
CARTTONED A% AROVE,

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYFE ADVISED THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF

JUSTICE REQUESTED THE FEI COMDUCT A PRELIMINARY INQUIRY INTO

. . LS
INCS W.—e =
‘ I
A
~
e ¥y — e

b6
b7C




o o
7 . R

FAGE TWO DE FRIWMFO 0033 UNCLAR

ALLEGRTIONS MADE BY CONZERNING CHILD

SEXUNL ARUSE BY A GROUF KNOWN AG THE *FINDERSY, AND WHAT ROLE,
IF ANY, WAS FLAYED BY THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE
COMMUNLITY,

REFEFRENCED BUREAU TELETYFE INITIATED SA1D FRELIMINARY
EMOUIRY AND SET FORTH LERDS FOR WMFO AND MIAMI,

INVESTIGATION AT WMFD INDICATES THAT MATERIALS SEIZED
DURING THE EXECUTIONS OF TWO FEBRUPRY 1987 SEARCH WARRANTS OF
BEINDERSY ADDRESSES IN WASHINGTON, DO, , WERE PROBARLY
FORWARDED 10 THE TALLAHASHEE, FLORIDA POLICE DEFARTMENT (TFD)

FOROIMOLUSTION TN THEIR ®"FINDURS®™ CABE,

e

AR

MIfiMl DIVISION AT TALLAMASSEE, FLORYDA

THROUGH LIAISON INTO THE TALLAHABSEE FLORIDA POLICE
DEFARTHENT, REVIEW THEIR INVESTIGATIVE FILES CONCERNING THE
PETNDERSY,  ASCERTAIN THE STATUS OF ANY FHYSICAL EVIDENCE
MAINTAINED BY THE TFD, REVIEW SAME AND ADVISE FRIHG AND WMFO,
LOCATE [NVOLVED PD PERSONNEL TO INCLUDE THE THEN CHIEF OF
POLILGE, ANU DETERMINE IF ANY OQUTSIDE AGENCY (NOTIBLY THE U.§,
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY)Y AMTEMFTED TO INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF

THELIR INVESTIGATION,

b6
b7C
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Memorandum
To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4) Dae 11/12/93
From : SSA b6
b7C
b7E
Subject: FINDERS GROUP; _
WSTA~-SEQC;
00J-PI;
00 :WMFO
on 11/9/93, ssal | OLIA-FBIHQ was
telephonically contacted re the status of his efforts to have
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT dquer] the FINDERS.
ad previously been requested by SSA
VCU-CID, to handle the inquiries on a headquarters level. | |
advised that he was drafting a letter for approval by the VCU
which would be sent to the respective agencies. He further
advised that was assisting him in this effort.
SSA was requested to advise WMFO of the results
of his efforts as soon as possible.
On 11/9/93, SSA| advised that he was
handling the review of any FCI files at FBIHQ and would advise
WMFO of the results.
IRDEX
1
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FD-448 (Rev 6/1/91)

o ®
FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE
SQUAD C+4 (202) 252-7844

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

O Immediate O Top Secret Time Transmitted: __
O Priority O Secret Sender’s Initials:
outine O Confidential Number of Pages: 7
] enSi t!V e (Including Cover Page})

Unclassified
m:l?k/%z —VCity Date: __/ // % /9

(Name of Office)

Facsimile Number:

. S5/

“(Name Room Telephone) -
From: / 62 - L2 /( - g/)
(Name of Office) b6
Subject: /‘4 Wéﬂ 5 - | ”
2= ”

Special Handling Instructions: [1D- 302 s o MPD CASE oefleeR
+ USCS St heens

Originator’s Name: __| — Telephone:

Originator’s Facsimile Number:

Approved: ,l/bl, Zld—b\f 18951 /Fsul:g:
e T e
Ny ¢ 2 1993

Fighos WS f10 // ,//

SERRIRRE A




GOl4 MRI Q0488

FFPOFRIWMFG FEIJIK

D FEIMM #0002 3141308

IME LU

123505970 NIV 93

FM OFRI MIAMI {(31C-WF-18%9911) )
TO FRI WMFO/PFRIORITY Y/

FEL JACKSONVILLE/FRIURLTY/

BT

LML RS
oI /546077

FREEET TRLLAHRSSER RA,

BUBJFLT:  FINDERS GROUF, WHITE &LAVE TRAFFIC ACT - SEXUNL
EXFLOTTATION OF CHILDRENG DESTRUCTION OF JUSTICE - PRELIMINARY
INQUIKY ) Qg WMe o,
RE WMFD TELETYPE 710 DIRCCTOR AND MIAMI, DATED 11710793,
FUR TNFORMATION OF WHMED THE rPLLAMASSEE RESTDENT AGENCY
16 IN THE JACKESONVILLE DIVISION, REFERENCE TELETYFE WILL BE
FAXED T THE JACSONVILLE DIVISLON,
T 4
HOO0R 7’( *W - Ig 99 / / - )(ﬁ

Nov +7 n

N 93 SEARCHED . INDEXED ____
: serauzenys b fep v - F

NOV 15 1993

FBI — WASH. FIELD OFFICE
NP v
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FD:36 (Rev8-29-85)

FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
Teletype ] Immediate [0 TOP SECRET
[] Facsimile X Priority ] SECRET
[0 AIRTEL [l Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL
[0 UNCLASEFTO
X] UNCLAS

Date 11/15/93

FM FBI WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) (C-4)
TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/

BT

UNCLAS

CITE: //3920//

b6

PASS: VCU~-CID SSA
b7C

SUBJECT: "“FINDERS" GROUP, WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT-SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN; OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE-PRELIMINARY
INQUIRY; OO:WMFO.

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WMFO AND MIAMI DATED 11/2/93, AND
WMFO TELETYPE TO BUREAU DATED 11/6/93, BOTH CAPTIONED AS
ABOVE.

REFERENCED BUREAU TELETYPE ADVISED WMFO THAT THE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE REQUESTED THE FBI CONDUCT A PRELIMINARY

b6
b7C

INQUIRY INTO ALLEGATIONS MADE BY A

CONCERNING CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE BY A GROUP KNOWN AS THE

T W /999// 7

Approved: R% , Ongmal %D m 'S D@/ %l q k/[
e

Time Received: Telprep filename: MDQ 065 &D @/Zﬁ
MRU/JULIAN DATE: %/{ /5/ g ISN: 270

737 7
Z

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE:
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~“PAGE 2 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS
"FINDERS" AND WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, WAS PLAYED BY THE UNITED
STATES INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.

TO DATE, WMFO HAS CONDUCTED THE FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION
INTO CAPTIONED MATTER.

THE WMFO CASE FILE ON THE "FINDERS" WAS REVIEWED AND
SUMMARIZED FOR FBIHQ IN REFERENCED WMFO 11/6/93 TELETYPE.

THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT (MPD) CASE
FILE WAS REVIEWED BY WMFO ON 11/4/93. COPIES WERE MADE OF
SIGNIFICANT DOCUMENTS AND SENT TO FBIHQ, VIA FACSIMILE ON
11/5/93. ON 11/9/93, A PHOTOCOPY OF THE ENTIRE MPD FILE WAS

OBTAINED AND HAND CARRIED TO FBIHQ.

WMFO INTERVIEWED FBI SA| b6
b7C

|RESPECTIVE CASE AGENTS FOR 1987 "FINDERS"

INVESTIGATION ON 11/5/93. FD-302s REFLECTING THESE INTERVIEWS

WERE SENT TO FBIHQ VIA FACSIMILES ON 11/8/93 AND 11/12/93.
WMFO HAS NOT YET INTERVIEWED CUSTOMS SA[ | PER

INSTRUCTIONS OF FBIHQ, BUT IS PREPARED TO DO SO UPON FBIHQ

AUTHORIZATION.
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“PAGE 3 WMFO 31C-WF-189911 UNCLAS
WMFO HAS SET FORTH LEADS FOR THE BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE UNIT
TO REVIEW ITS RECORDS FOR REFERENCES TO THE "FINDERS" AND FOR

MIAMI TO REVIEW LOCAL POLICE RECORDS FOR SAME.

b6
b7¢C
b7E

WMFO IS AWAITING THE RESULTS OF OLIA SSA

EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY ANY PERTINENT FILES AT EITHER

THE U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT. IF POSITIVE, THE WMFO REVIEW OF
ANY IDENTIFIED FILES WILL BE CONDUCTED AS SOON AS ARRANGEMENTS
ARE MADE.

WMFO CONTINUES TO RUN INDICES CHECKS AND REVIEW FILES FOR
POSSIBLE CONNECTIONS TO CAPTIONED INVESTIGATION.

BT
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FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE
SQUAD C-4 (202) 252-7844

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

O Immediate O Top Secret Time Transmitted:

O Priority O Secret Sender’s Initials:

%, Routine O Confidential Number of Pages:
0O Sensitive (Including Cover Page)

SR Unclassified
(’GIH‘Z? "VQL‘( Date: /?/@/Z °

(Name of Office]

Facsimile Number:

Atin:

(Name Room Telephone)

From: (ﬂ):r— WW Q

(Name of Office)

b6

Subject: r’t NOesn S | b7¢
P .

Special Handling Instructions:

Originator’s Name: Telephone!

Originator’s Facsimile Number:
Approved: imzé/ g8 bf- 1991] TVDOW
e i —

Ny 2 2 19
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* WASHINGTON'S FREE WEEKLY

=: CHIEF RAURICE T, TURNER, IR, » METROPOLITAN POLICE DEFARTMENT

e e

FERRUARY 9, 1987
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THE VETRIFGLINAN POLICE DEPARTMERT 1S CONIING
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ntll February 1987, thc'F‘mdemWaczqm'bk
tives, ncighbozs,pdicc,andinteﬂigenccbn@%.

w

The Finders liked it ke thar, LorE
Evendroscfamﬂizrwithﬂmgmupofzo ult‘sandsix.chﬂdrmhaddif-

remarkable.. The W

p s

nate webs of

thedlﬂdrcn“inlxmaimamody mehﬂe,poﬂe:middﬁnded_ Mexico

“'m not sure what's
g!nmsagainﬁdxmmd:oppd.wth?ughmcmmmoﬁhedﬂd- ups.

‘tells the story of the.arrest.
- Suchocki had responded to X
ot 'sons,andarriveﬂas-ih_ebadﬂmtotheﬁmoﬁe«mtbe
:} - and Ammerman; Suchocki:in
two girls in the Dodge .
mcywue_medof\xs,,whid:is not unusual for

anyway? -

to all but a few friends, rela- | ren from their mothers for months, eventually all of them
T " A year-and-a-half later, the Fin,
back to their own business. By
to fade. How did the case get 50
tion? Why did it continue, week after week? -

And who are the Finders,

U some questions have yet

' he Taliahassee Police’ Dejartmént. responded to my
."TFrwdom of Information Ac i
< ¥, most :of their Finders files. Their

;| - méaty on the other hind, whigh;

Mary, 7, 0
and phone . She gave 3l
Benjamin Franklin, 4

, Were back in Washi
. : lodzimanyofdzkidsashism,
onJyuwbkwas,theyhadn‘thdcenmths.Afm:ixwmhiaﬂ,thc

going on,”

2 Code 13P,

- Mashbom

]

says P E .
“My first impmu‘on‘was‘xhauhcy were dirty, but 1
unusually dirty for kids,”

n. _cldds_whatthcym&om,why-thcywmbcre,‘;ihmthey
mgoing.aymywasdxonewbowasmlking.ﬂwwasmdumaﬁve."

. a whacdxywutgoingmnmascbodforbﬁuianzdﬁkkm.m%’par-
homuinD.Cdeuxinh,hvcdegcvuymmgﬁmnthem':smn!habitsto ents, they said ashington, i i

BAUGTST 12, paveary parem

Clors dave quielly gone £ one week in
whacked out of propor- 1987, the D.C.-

Tallahassee Police

were returned.

based Finders
were the talk of
the country when

o mimpi
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In Search of the

FINDERS

took their mug shots after agents from Flori-
da's Department of Health and Rehabiliutive
Services (HRS) arrived to place the kids in
protective custody.

Investigator Weigand phoned the D.C, Met-
ropolitan Police Department and explained the
situation, giving them the Glover Park phone
number and address Mary had memorized.
D.C. Police reported back to Weigand, saying
they had reached an answering machine with
2 “weird” message on it, some kind of biblical
passage. D.C. said it was going to scnd 2
cruiser by the house. Tallahassee didn't hear
from D C. untl the next day.

s Finders travel the ‘counury and tbc

world, they communicate with fellow

members via electronic mailboxes, such -
as MCI Mail. Nomanerwhae!hcyuethcy

can receive Or transmit & message with a
-Touch Tone phone, a computer, & modcm,
.and the mailbox

The day after Tallzhassec Police arrested
Ammerman and Holwell, 2 Finder named $$
(Stuart Silverstone—they typically use their'in-
itials when corresponding) seat 2 “priority™
report to BM (Bob Meyer).

“The sequence of events started here when
] retumned to W St [the Glover Park home)
last night around 10pm to a waiting Metropol-
itan Police Officer Smith of the 2nd District
HQ," 8S’s repost-reads. Officer Smith told $S
that three kids were found in Tallahassee liv-
mgmavannndthatpoboexhoughtoneoﬁhe .
mothers lived at this address. B

"Thcofcraskedmymmc,whxdﬂga:,t .
“whether this was a.school, ‘No, and >
“about 1, wroteSS*1 offered to make some

not any specific child that T knew of
there. He stated that he was going to get
search warrants on both locations, and try to
serve them later this date.”

Det. Bradley filed an affidavit for the search
warrants at the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia on 'ﬂxursday afternoon,
explaining that he was looking for evid of

In what appears to be an addendum, Brad-

ley added this zinger in slightly larger type.
“On December 15, 1986 Detective Bmdlcy
responded to the area of Glover Park in the
rear of the 3900 Block of W Strect, N,W.
Det. Bradley observed a clearing sppraximate-
ly seventy yards behmd the house and several
surT the open area. Several

kidnapping, a federal crime, or any related of-
fenses described in the affidavit.

“Prior to February Sth, 1987 your afﬁam,
Detective James E. Bradley, Jr. received in-
formation from a confidential source of infor-
mation,” wrote Bradley. “This source stated
that a group of subjects calling themselves the
Finders, A [sic} cult, were conducting *brain-
washing’ techmqus at the above described
two locations in Dist of Columbiz. The source
stated that members of the ‘cult’ :memp(edon
nuxmtws ocusmns (nc] to mnoducc it into -

the ‘cult’ by p ds and”
sexual snnﬁcauon The source stated that
“children are used in ‘rituxls’ by the members
of the ‘cult’. The source suated that it never
personally observed the children being abused
but thar it had had conversations with grand-
parents of the children who feared for the
safety of the children. .

“The source further stated that during the
fatter part of December 1986 it p lly had
conversations with ane of the ‘cult’ members,
identified as Allen Schoen, wanted it to ‘ex-
ploce’ Satanism with members of the ‘cul’”

Judge Jean Dwyer approved the warrants
shortly after 4 p.m. .

Bradley’s affidavit became tbc fount “of
much of the seasational reporting that fol-
lowed. Ex-Finder Paulz  Arico, mother of
Mary and Joha Paul Pope and formerly Hol-.
well’s wxfc, says Bradley’s “confidential’
source™ i a8 womsn who had a brief affair -
with 2 group m:mba- "I'wo mdcpendcnt
sources confitmed this.

bood of $100,000 each for the misdemeanoe
chﬂd-lbuscchmlcvdcdagamst.&mm

Hunt pboned the pr& Wednesday night
and briefed them, but on Thursday the only
mention of the arrest was in a small story in
the Jocal paper, the Tallahassee Democrat.
“Child abuse cases were not thar unusual,”
says Hunt,

That changed before the close of Thursday
when D.C. Police realized Ammerman and
Holwell were members of the Finders:

“Their [D.C. Police] response was ‘Holy
shit! Wc’vcbemiookmgatdmefruks,
says Hunt.

Tallzhassee  Investigator Cheryl Weigand
spokctoDcwcuchxmBmdlcyofmeWasb
ington Metropolitan Police Intelligence Unit’
that day. In her report she wrote, “He asked
dwmvsugalonﬂdroughn}mwasapm—
bility there may be more children at eithér of
the locations fthe Glover Park home the wom-
en and children resided in or a Northeast
warehouse that the men called home]. This
investigator stated that may be true, but I did

m:nandHolwdl SSauedInvcsugaern- :

round stones had been gathered near the cir-
cle, this practice is sometimes used in Satanic
rituals, and evidence that severa! persons had
ythcmdmlhc clearing recently. The rear of
the residence is covered from the alley by
heavy bamboo growth, save a small entrance
to the rear yard. In the rear yeard [sic) was a
small very ornate gravestone propped up
agnmstmcsupponp:lhrformcpotch”

Like other members of the Metropolinan Po-
lice, Det. Bradley did not return phone calls
anddxdnolmplytolwnnmtequcstfotln
interview.

To a school of journalists circling a swory, an
“affidavit like this one—packed with sex, child
.abuse, the occult, and cultsm—is fresh blood.
Affidavits are court documents, #nd journal-
ists can quote from them without fearing 2 li-
bel suit. Whether the police have thar facts
straight doesn’t matter—an affidavit tells 2
journatist what the police think they know.

If that wasn't enough to chum the waters,
sexual abuse got tossed in. An HRS cxsework:
er told Investigator Weigand and st Jeast one
other Tallahassee officer that two of the child-
ren were “confirmed cases of sexal abuse,”
even though the physician who condocted sex-
ual exams on the children for HRS had no
confirmed sexual abuse,

The doctor’s dictation, transcribed the ddy -
after the exam, cautiously describes possible !’
sexualabuseofoncboyandomgzl

“This is a distinctly abnormal b I pat-
mncmnpan‘bkmthududlgmlcrmmp(
ed penile penctration,” he said of the gisl.

" “The sbsénce of supperficial [sic] shasions |
rcvealedby(oﬂmdmc[sc]blm‘;:ﬂduguc
FC g

Pl SepeaTalizhazseo Democrat

T

so,domy, :hhnugh itois mo dugnosu of
either.”

Thursday evemng, D.C. news  stations
broadeast their first Finders stories and Foi-
day's Washmgron Post tan a small story in
Metro,

On Friday, Weigand, another Tallahassce
mvcsugaior. and an FBI agent tried to inter-
view the men at Leon County Jail, where thcv
were kept in isolation. To the inv
surprise, when they arrived ar the jail they
bumped into Doug Ammenman's beother,
David.

David told the officers Dwug had visited
their parents in Gainesville a few weeks before
the arrest with 2 boy he claimed was his.

. Doug Ammerman had told his parents he was
heading for Miami.

Though David said he hadn't scen his

. brother in three or four years, the year before
he had writen Doug a letter. David showed
the investigators the reply. It wasn't from
Doug. It wzs from Stuart Silverstone—SS—
and printed on the letterhead of Gung-Ho
Traders, 1307 Fourth Street NE, the address

. of the Finders' warchouse. Silverstone’s letter
said Doughad feft for China ‘with a Dr,
Gung-Ho just before the postman delivered
Dawd’s letter. David Am.mcmnn also showed
investig 2 letter add d 10 their mother
signed by “The Three Wives of Gung Ho.”-

The letter reads, “This is to testify that
your son Douglas, aka Earnest Angel, I Bet-
terson, Danny Proper, Kenny Rogers is 2 true
master of the art of fucking. The shape of his
cockxsumquemd he is truly an artst at us-
ing it to give us the most The

k ;dcpth"lhcmdtthhelmghts. Noothcrmn

touches us in this way.-

“His hands have magicasmeysxmkeom
slender limbs and moist pussies. Words can-
not dm’bedumder‘pmon !hal Douglas

needo(mmedmemedm!mmmn

; Friday was also the day that reposters from
tbe?wandbalTVsmuonsgotthhaMs
“on the gffidavit, just in time to photograph
“and wdeomxbemdoftbcﬁndas wzro-
house, "

At a.press conference in Tallahassee, Scott
Hunt revealed that “physical examinations
showedsmnlabusemoneohhedlﬂdm.

The o0 TV stations went wild.
Take WUSA-TV, forcxample DC ’s CBS af-
filiate. They broadcast the arrest fi shot
by the -teens. Bob Strickland aypan-d live
from Tallahassee. Melo-dra-ma-tic  Mike
Buchanan, citing police sources, reported that
the F’mdas had “worldwide connections,”
used “sex and children to obtain power and
moncy,” and had two bank accounts with
over $100,000 in each one. The Glover Park
residence was “a breeding house where wom-
en exercise great control.” The children in
custody were “like shells, zombie-like,”

In the. searches of the Finders’ two D.C.
addresses, police recovered computers, data
disks, software, diaries, and other personal
papers. Police also seized phoxos they said
showed children taking part in animal blood-
letting ceremonics. One photo  supposedly
showed a child in chains.

If you missed it on TV, there it was on Page
Oncoftthamrdayl’astmm'oswmabove
“the fold, complete with police mug shots of
the kids in “Tallshassee,

“Officials Describe ‘Cult Rituals’ in Child
Abuse Case,” one Post story was headlined.
“‘Customs officials said they were looking into
whether a chid pornography operation was
being conducted,” the article said. Adding w0
the intrigue, Post reporters noted that photos
of naked children were “visible through a bag
carried from the warchouse” during the raid.
(In TV footage of the raid, one of the aniicle’s
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authors can be scen sribbling madly as she
peers through a jam-packed plastic bag a cop
hauls away.)

The Miami Heralds Page One story quoted
Officer Scott Hunt, “It is our belief these kids
were not kidnapped but that their parents
gave them sway, because one of the rites of
passage into this satanic organization is that
you have to give up your rights to your child-
ren, and that the leaders of this organization
can do what they want to with your children.”

In the Tallahassee Democral’s Page One *
story, Hunt was quoted, “As far as we're con-
cerned, this goes from coast to coast and from
Canada to Mexico....There is no doubt in our |

'nundum(humllhavcltlusl jonal, if

N who climed-he*owned the naided
Glover Park home and the Northeast wares
house, closed by saying he considered the ar-
rests and mids “nustakes.” Not violations of
civil liberties. Not a humiliating pain in the
ass. Not a wholly unnecessary bureaucratic
fuck-up. Mistakes, that's all, His memw in-
cluded his phone number and an offer 10 help
in any way he could.

Reporters and police never poked a hale in.
Terrell’s even-toned and cordial letter. From
Berea, Kentucky, the Rev. Jim Wyker con-
firmed that the men and children had stayed
with him for a week in January. The 86-year-
old retired non-denominational minister was 2
rock-solid source. He told the Louisville Cour-
ter-Journal he met the Fmdcrs at 2 “meeting
of commune proponents” a few years before,
That past November, he told them about his

. New Hope plans, and January 9 they popped
in to help. “The only thing we discussed was
the land and the building and children's ccn<
ter,” be said. “I'm not trying to uphold the

Kids.! »

The Sunday Washington I’ml ran two I‘:ge
Ont stories on the Finders, one headlined
“Cult Mcmber Defends 2 Men in Child
Abuse Case.”

“We are all in a state right now where we
are afraid. We've been made almost dysfunc-
tional by the reports,” Terrell told the Post in
what the paper called a lengthy tekphone in-
terview. Terrell described the “blondletting
ritual” as the slaughter of two goats kept on 2
farm in Virginia. The goats had been killed
for food, he said, and the kids had watched
the slaughter as an educational experience.

The Post’s conversation with Terrell came
shoaly after police raided five Finders' prop-
ertics in two small Virginia towns near Oid
Rag Mountain, Etlan and Nethers. Again, the
Post satisfied the readers’ longing to peer be-
hind the curtzin—no matter whit might be
there. “The door of one cabin was open yes-
w'day, revealing large amounts of food, cloth-
ing, slecping bags, books and pamphlets from

. pot international, repercussions.”

: TheFB[had)omcddwuse(olookmroxbc
“transportation of children across state lines
for immoral purposes or .kidnapping." u.s.
Customs was contn’bunng its saznism and

) pomogmphy expertise. Inl.crpol was investi-
gating a tip about Holwell.

The Tallzhassee Police De t was
awash in the media flood. “T had 75 reporters
waiting for me in the lobby,” says Hunt. ‘“We ~
logged 450 telephone calls to me in two days.
They were bringing in overtime people,to help
take messages.” Hundreds of calls were from
parents claiming the children. Canvasmg the
nation for the kids' parents were the Nabonal',

-Ceater for Exp!oated Children,” the Flonda
Department of Law Enforcement, Child Find,

Children's Clearing House, the National Child |} *

‘“stab at wit and humor, the Finders’ wade-
mark, Terrell headed the memo “SUBIECI'
‘Invmxgmvcbezds.

’“Tbumemonrﬂpectfuﬂyoﬂ'emdm!he
bopedmnwiﬂdmupsancnnstmdasun-
ding concerning the current ‘missing children”:
~ case recsiving so -much media coverage,” he :

Ammerman, a landscape gardener, and Stan- -
fey Berns, zn architect, "had taken the seven -
children to Berea, Kentacky, to help the Rev.
Jim Wyker build a retiement community
called New Hope. Terredl gave the nameand .
phone number of a Berea couple who helped
w:farthebdsdurmgdmrvm,andmd

noted Terrell, has a Harvard MLA.
Mcyer“tsahmcctonandefordMA”

“When we were satisfied that the six child-

ren [were] safely in the hands of five capable

- adults, Mr. Meyer and I'left Florida.” On the

day of the arrest, Holwell and Ammenman

men Jooked for “accommodations.”

“The mothers had fully authorized these
men, in writing, to care for their children and
expressed full confidence in them,” wrote Ter-
rell, ceferring to the authorization letters in
the van's glove compartment. “All of the
mothers are now in San Francisco working in
b\moﬁ'm,ammgmoncy kohclppzy

wmtz.Tuchxphmedz!mxnarlmemry | ‘

took the kids to the park while the three other 4

o{ingst Memo

cefes B G TR

cliqg i
hzdevenbcenpmmxb:lookmnfor:h: k
. whitevan, - - -

fewtkys)Filanndncomputzmdudedn
xcponﬁom.d:ednucmcn'l‘mdlnummed
mhxsmcxm,}!crbs: VanDcuscn,andM:y

g 'lh:smohadldt}blwdlandhmxwmn R

found not to be in school. If they ask tell
about their degrees, plus a few that they doa’t
have, Announce that you are going to call the

for ‘New Hope.' ™

school: ‘Harvard University for Bright

eserur
ma\S D s

On&mday ncolkgestudenlandwtcnw -
t employee: -

‘Qﬁ@lév

mhqtake

Finder

abus
preiops

'ed"snysLt.Vaan:r Thcmodzn@md
.r~muﬂbackﬂtncxtd:y %
; Wmoxc

. my-oi‘iharpmpmcamfwthcdxild—
" ren....They do not in dny way, shape or form

"By Monday, Wa\hmgmn s out of this,
they're \hunmg down,” reealls Lt. Van Meter.
“We're' getting Gally from the chicl in D.C.
telling our chief, *We don't have anything.
By ¥

Monday was also the day Tallthassce gut
first wind of Marion Pettic’s whereabouts,

Lt. Lee Hart of the Culpeper (Virginia) Po-
lice Department informed Tallahassee that he
had 2 contact with the Finden, Hirt said this
contact told him Pettic put out the ward for
members to flee and hide, and Petiie would
probably go to Andrews Air Forve Base and
aitch a military plane flight to China, This
was plausible: Pettic, a retired Air Forve mas-
ter sergeant, had the right to free, stand-by
military transport,

Monday atso saw a visit to the Washington,
D.C., Ficld Office of the FBI by one of the
Fmdmmodmandlhcmrccmcnfmmdtc
white van.

An FBI report of the interviews ;wa the
impression that Herbst, Van Deusen, and
Meyer had remained calm until they read the
newspaper accounts on Friday morning, Feb-
ruary 6th. “{Tihey realized they- were being
portrayed as child abusers and satanists.
Frightened, the three decided to retum to
WDC and figoee out what to do.”

In Mondxy‘!"Wa:hmgtm Post, Terrell ex-
plained the men's silence xmd passivity
(* ‘Finders® Member Labels Arrests ‘All 2 Big
Mistake,' ), Shortly before the Tallahassee ar-
rests they had been stopped by police in Mar-
ion County, Florida, and that incident com-
bined with 10 years of being hassled by D.C.
cops convinced the men that it would be bet-

tertodenlwnhn)udgcdu\nunmsonabkpo-
e, ¥

AnothchmdmmothumlbddwTalla!us-
see Police Monday and asked whether the -,
mothers- would be arrested if they came to
claim their kids, “We couldn't give the moth-
efs the guarantes that they wouldn’t be arrest-

practioe ‘satanism,” and all are eager foc the
return of their children. Everyone interviewed
- agreed to be polygraphed by the FBI should
- the.nced arise.”Two more mothers were to be

the next day, the.report explains,
+-and aftce that the mothers were planning to
< hiead to Tullahassee, - .

“[We]hxveno(unccvucdanymdmnonofr

vsolanonof:feda'alstame, thcrcponooo-

. sludes.

“Wchadmmuchnedupthease, In-r

-vsugator Weigand says. -

.“Ixfemapectedthemcdnmnoul

says Tallahassee Police spokesman Hunt.

“N.evcz That’s. the- problem_you have with |

plepnndmms'!‘hcmednwas playing
oﬁ'allofuszndunkmgnlbtggernory

nMcndny Day6ofrch’ndcstns:s,

B '!hcdxybefoce,DC Detectives Jim Brad-
Iy and ‘Eric Witzig had interrogated the kids
in Tallahassee. Bradley, who had requested
the D.C. search warrants, said his visit to Tal-
hahassee was prompted by three separate ac-
counts of the Glover Park houses basement.
Exactly what he was looking for in Tallahassee
escaped Investigator Weigand, who wrote in
her report for that day, “He indicated that
there may have been a hole dug i the walls

or-the floor of the basement, for unknown
reasons” Judging from the Telihassee feo
ports, the D.C. detectives trip to Florida was
a waste. They didn't learn much more than
Mary could count to 10 in Chinese.

“The chief in D.C. sent up a hoe and a oy
in the beginning,” says Tallahassee’s Lt. Vao
Meter, “and then when his guys &dn't come
up with anything, he backed away.™

By Tuesday, the Post had consigned the
Finders stxxy to the Metro section—“D.C.
Police: Finders Odd, Not Criminal.”

‘That night, Terrell invited reporters into the
Finders’ warechouse for an interview. Sitting
wnhhxsbackbd\emnwms,aRomlan-
gan mask the hind part of his head,
he explained that the mothers hadn't come
forward became they were waiting out the
storm. -

Terrell also wld reporters that he was “play-
ing the role of Ghingiz K. Plato.”

Tallahsssee Police spokesman Hum was

“Why are we doing this joust-_

flabbergasted.
_ing in the medin? 1 believe Mr. Terrell could’

go a fong way in clearing this case if he pro-
duces the mothers of these children as he says
he can,” he wld the Tallahassee Democrat on
Tuesday.

“Up 1ill that point, people ‘said the of police
department did some pretty dumb things,”
recalls Investigator Rick Huffman, who inher-
ited the case from Weigand when she left for
yaaﬁon."rhuﬂme'slhisdownon'rv:ay-
ing that's too stupid to be any kind of 2 cult.
In Talahsssee, it turned out that this whole

mmgwasbangpﬂoavedasa)okc"
Though chnd bchcvcd case was
up Ta she still wondered why

themo(heubﬂno(hlghwled it down to Tal-

1 3 P
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lahassee the day they learned of the arrest.

“Scems to me that people who have never
done anything wrong .have nothing 1o fear,”
says Weigand. “What were they hiding? If it
were me, I'd blindly go get my child.”

ex, confusion, small-mindedness, fear,
Slhc press, and the enigmatic Finders
kept jolting the Finders case back to life.

HRS recruited Chicago psychologist Dr.
Nahman Greenberg to tackle the question of
sexual abuse. Known for his sex-abuse work
in the Manhartan Beach, California, preschool
case, Greenberg held a series of interviews
with the kids. His conclusion: the evidence .
was inconclusive. .

* The tangle of law-enforcement outfits work-
ing the case continued to confuse .

“A couple of officers in D.C. med our ar-
Test as I excuse 10 go into the warchouse,” | d them.. It’s easier to cut someone
says 2 Tallahassee officer who asked for ano- |  Jogse than 1o get involved.” But, he says, “If
nymity. “They were obsessed with this group- you get down to the bottom iine, people have
and wanted access.” L " | the right to remain silent.” .

Lanry Kahaner, a D.C. journalist and au- A sociology major in college, Huffman says
thor of the current book, Culs Thar Kill, " he compared the Finders to the Amish—dif-
spoke with police about the Finders while re~ | foreny, not" bad., Yet he cautions,” “They do
searching his book. (The Finders are pot - have their immaturiges® <« .-
nxnﬁooedinhisbook,nordoubedasﬁfy.- = “Our . chief ‘X n

" them as 2 cult that kills.) S tan. S

“Finders were operating here for 25 years,” .
says Rahaner, “and as far as I know, bw en- :
forcement. had nothing on them, I think that

D

was & very embarrassing thing. Not that they | “There was & fneching with the FBI, HRS,
.go(cauﬂxwzdltharpantsdwn—buttbey_ state’s attorney, guardien-ad fitem fa legal ad-
were at least half-way down.” : vocate for the ﬁ‘k}_—évd;};bdy

Investigator Huffman is the only Tallshasses {. - szid one thing: Lets bo

m.lmummmmnpmn

- the next,” says Lt. Ven Maer. “HRS and the " .

<

-y Willic gets up every
: Rbteots mdion

of the “crime.®
and looks like 2 duck, what the hell more do
you need?” Obviously, these men should be
sent down the river.”

Huffman says the deputy chief meant well,
“But be had a very narrow view,” . )
" Separate Florida agencics were battling over
what to do with.the case, w00, It became 2
‘political ball that bounced fram one agencyto .
staxe‘skaegtomey didn't waat 1o ket .o of it.
They insisting there g more o, it, We
Bot really embarmessed, It gt 0 b¢ a-feal cir-
s’ N e ey e

Willie Meggs, the siate’s attorney, handled
bodlthgadultmdiuvenﬂeqd. Lo

apple pic on the ather, To ham, they were hv-
ing wrong and living bad, The HRS case
wurker came off like that, oo™

Sherry Walker, the asasant state's attorney
first awignad 1o the juvenile case, stepped
down becunse she believed her office was

* “projecting our own monils on this group.”
Walker, who is munmng for state scnate.
doesn’t bad mouth Willic Meggs. She thinks
he was doing his job as an elected official.

“Tallahassce is very conservative. Anything
not Southern Baptist is fearful w0 people. In
this conservative environment, it looked like
the mothers were unfit. We beticve that kids
should get three meals, clean clothes, and be
put o bed at a decent hour. In this ares,
women are the primary carctakers. Mr. Meggs
was tlected by this same conservative group,”
Walker says, .

Meggs did have “very deep feelings™ about
this case, Walker allows. “When you have
such deep feelings about what you think is
right and wrong, it docs slow things up, A le-
gal decision is not the same as a moral dedi-
sion.”

Willic Meggs, who displays a Holy Bible in
hisofﬁcc,szyshcthinl_smecasewmlcnso
long because Holwell and Ammerman refused
to cooperate. “The defendants acted like
horse’s tails,” he says. “They were all secre-
dve.lfblamehzsmbepbchmywhmir
ought to be placed on these people.”

Meggs says his office wanted to be “abso-
lutely sure” of the kids® safety. “We weren't

- just willing to let them go 1o these women

imed to be their mothers.™ * .

Meggs' .office repeatedly offered plea bar-

e ot v syl D

ve an; A says, point

blank.."Wlmitallboilcddown,whwyou

get down to the fina analysis, I just wanted
»

8¢ to the bottom of 2 case like this, ‘Thie only
thing I-wish is that-we-cogld Fave done our

. Meges stands by his office’s actioas, “We all
hxvenso[rspotfockiis,’.':hsﬁys‘glmm, in-
" 1y hope that the citizenry would ‘Want 0s o

SHAKE RATILE & ROLL SALE
. sale on great summer vintage clothing
- * skirls « dresses o suits 'Gﬂp,_fan:ts . bl‘ogs_e's’ _

K 3701 Benning Rd N &
Yashington, DC 20019

-396-3334

A . chha. e
14006057 12, maerTy paren

® Entertainment Units e Platform Beds ® Night Tables

® Dressers & Chests with drawers * Wall Systems

® Futons and . Tru.ndles . ® Many Options

o Futon Sofa Beds _ ® Office Fumiture ® Custom Work

* Solid Bookeases * Murphy Beds * Open 7 Days

o Loft Beds ® Tables & Chairs except Woodbridge
of course ® Headboards call for hours

ROCKVILLE
611 Hungerford Drive
Rockville, MD 20850
{Next to Hechingers)
340-0998

WOODBRIDGE ‘
Featherstone Iadustrial Park
14880 Farm Creek Drive
. Woodbridge, VA 22191
. 494-3999

ALEXANDRIA
Bradlee Shopping Center
3622 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302
379-7299

SAVAGE
Historic Savage Mill
Savage, MD 20763
(10 Min. North of Laurel)
4984575
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investigation without the press.”

Nearly everyone who tangoed with the
Finders affair slagged the media—including
the media—and blamed them for, p: 1
the cases. Some attacks were, ol' course, “kill
the ** Others whipped reporters for
all the nghl rasons Some were more in-
x.mspccuve compla Others I d the
constraints of late-20th century journalism,
where it’s the McMedium, not the

"'I‘}nsbewncablgsmy beauscthep:us
made it a big deal,” Scott Hunt says. Hunr,
who took flak for announcing sexual abuse

has botched this investigation,” ™ says Hunt.

faction, “I didn’t bare any horses. I let the
CBS affiliate have it right between the eyes”
Rick Huffman doesn’t ket Hunt or others in
.hndcpamnemoﬂ'somsﬂy Part of the prob-
fem, he says, is that the Tallahassee Police'
Department wasn't used to national attention.

. up,”
members, “Our old PIO Jpublic information
oﬁccr—ﬁum} xsﬂappmghxsgzllszllovcrd)e
department.”
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affiliate 2 bunch of liars,” he says with satis-” .

;tmstthémhonns. “Well, they're.initially.
;yoursoum,"bcsld,“mdaslongasywreg
’,pmztassuchyonnttpommganews.,

n:.;i aver the case, says publicity

Meant power-money-promotion o some on
the stafl. Others, he says, like Hunt, had pur-
er motives. “They were like, wow, we may be
the impetus to bnng down pedophilia all over
the world. We're the snowball at the top ol’
the momntain. Maybe we can do some g

But Huffman didn’t believe this was a cn:dlblc
case,

“They had no experience dealing with a case
of this sensitivity,” Huffman says. “They
weré passing along circumstantial evidence to
the meda.”

Huffman was particularly rankied by the al.
Jegations of sexual abuse.

“1 told them, You people are dealing with
fire. For you 1o mention possible sexual bat-
x:ry(od:emedxa they don't hear ‘possible.’”
You are proposing the idea, This is where the
incxperieace hurt them. They should have
personally gooe to the doctor and had a good -

The ondmarily toothless Post ombudsman,

sources; imnuendo abounded,” he wrote,
“Facts were in short supply, bu:spaecm‘l‘hc
Post wasn't”

IntheW\shmgwn]mma}szmm;Fmd-
ers critiqwe, the news director of WRC-TV
wasaskedafmsrcpmmwuemogmdcm-

story...] “mean, wemno(anmvaugauve
agency.. We're -joirnalists. . .Maybepohcedld

jump the-gm, I don’t koow: Thess tlungs

lmdxobokvu{dxffamtm!undszgﬁt"",' o
Gemng&:sﬂrmgbtxsmcgh":slshowed'

for City Paper. 1 incorrectly reposted that the '
men faced sexual abuse charges, 1 incorrectly
stated their bond, and I incorrectly said they
were arrested February 5. And T only faced a2
weekly deadline,

Tallahassee Democrat reporter Jan Pudlow,
who did some of the best reporung on the
group and stuck with it long after the pack
had gone home, says the Finders have to.
shoulder some of the blame for the media’s

fs

“If you're looking at the media’s-responsi-
bility to capture the truth about these people,
I've got to admit I've got a titte bit of bitter-
ness lingering becsuse these people did not
make it casy for reporters to tell the ruth
about them,” says Pudlow. “You know what .
they call wit and humor? | was part of their
wit and humor, The wit is being deceitiu! and
downright lying and what they call humor
is't real funny.

“If the Finders told me today that they were

’ Iﬁrst calied the Glover Park homé in late

June, didling one of the many Finders'
phone numbers listed in the Tallahassee Po-
Jice documents. “Gooten tag,” said the an- -

“sswering machine. “Ni Han. Kmxdnmh"! i

"didn’t leave 2 message,
lmmaﬂedthcﬂa'rhas:wamhmmmd

"’izoup member Bob"Meyer answered. I're-

qucstadagmupmta\ncwzndtold Meyer T.

hadthepobccm&.ldroppedadmﬂ;o—,,
-A‘kyerﬁmnmmypwpleknow 3

wus the same of & busness the group no Koog-
er run. That's right, Mever aaid, laughing. As
we spoke, 1 oould hear the punctuated chatter
of 2 computer kevboand: Was Mever kev-
buanding our convenation?

(Because the Finders reler o themselves as
both the “Findens™ and the “so-called Find-
en” 1 call them the Finders throughout ths
article for consistency™s sake.)

1 offered to send the group clips, incliding
my press ertique. A few days later, Julv 2,
they keft a message on my home answeting
machune. I had not given Meyer my hame
number, though i is listed.

“Hello.,” the message began, “This is ‘the -
called Finders calling for Jon Cohen on Satur-
day at 8:30 in the evening. Sorry we didn't get
through to you. Maybe we'll get together lat-
oyt

1 called them back at the warchouse to see
about an interview. 1 got a rhymmg message

and satanism in the case, is red in.the face m-xanofindomhowfarwewm-goins “Pve been in the business about 10 years 1hatwcmsomct}unshkc

now. “How do you think L got this-informa. {- *0 go with this. If the doctor said we had se- “and | realize that when you interview some-

tion? By osmosis? Somebody told me™ men staies on the gird, they should have body, everybody uses a littke manipulation. Could we bui another’s year
Oncrtponum«spcmnyuks}{un:m -asked, Well, did you find a livde? A lot? We all know that. But I bavp never been so Qur windy salutations here

originated by WUSA and rebroadcast by the thrcddyauﬁnd #? If it was inside the va- blatantly manipulated as by this group.” Twould make us meet

Tallahassee CBS affiliate. “They prefaced the gina it woeld be different than on the foot. * Pudlow, the first reporter to interview the Be quick then

story, ‘Fact: Tallahzssee Police qu-m,cm . “I just shink we jumped to conclusions.” ™ * mothers when they came to' Tallahassee, says, * As our Lood requests

'A truthful foal of witand zest °

The local station invited Hunt to the studioto | Joseph Laitin, was critical of his paper’s Find-- | coordinating the second coming of Christ and We bid thee speak
rebur., | er3 coverage. He chomped into his colleagues, there was Jesus at their right hand 1 st
“[ went five on the air and called the D.C, | “The news stocies were laced with unnamed | -wouldn't Want to get a quote from them." T left 2 message.

The next- day, City Paper’s receptionist
buzzed me and said Steve Usdin was here 1o
see me. Since I'didn't recognize the name, I
asked her to put him on the phone. “This is
Steve Usdin from the so-called Finders,” be
said. { ran downstirs. |

Usdin, dm—shavenanddrnsedmaoon-.

scmnvecoatzndne,wasmybcmhlsmxd-

'20s.ltdd}umlwasmmpedmdask=dtf
‘we could meet the next day.

“J-don’t know,” he said.
I’llsettommwaadcandwmmd\:o(-

oreae

vy

D gt

’ She thinks she’s .. -Disorders Program | a comprehenslve
found the perfect diet. - " for peoplelikeher.  “program of therapy
The perfect way to- -+~ - Anorexics and bulimics education and nutri-
control her weight. .whose diets have be-. - tion training, they -
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“Well, I'll be here,” 1 said.

“Not on my account [ hope,” Usdin said.
There was more sincerity than sternness in his
voice.

He took out a.reporter’s notebook and asked
me for my phone numbers.

“You almdy have them,” I said.

“Oh yes,” he answered. “Well, 1 look for-
ward to making this work.” Thal was the !ss(
1 saw of Usdin for a month.

hand-delivered an envelope to City Paper’s of
fice. Inside was a photocopied note that reads:

TO: JON COHEN

FR: M.D. [last name inked oull
RE: FINDERS

DT: 17 JULY 1988

If you want to do an in-depth study of
the Finders, it would be best to do an
in-depth study “of the Troubadours,
trouveres, and similar movements, -or
youwontunda'stmdwbnwcmxﬁk-
ing about.

The Finders often use the Ei ig Bri~ |}
tannica as a source book, The 1987 edivon of
the Britanrica describes troubadours and trou-
veres a5 closely related lynic poet-musicians
who traipsed through France, Spain, apd Jualy
.in the 12th and 13th cenfurics. Adored by the ]
courts, their verse typically explored love.”

abom"nwmsofardxgwus,maphyml,m

Over the weekend of July 16, the Finders

.'Mpoctxyalsosetup!mu]conmm ’

MWMNMNWWTMMMMVnWMMM

T

o~

- On July 19, Ileﬁanod:ermmgeonihe
machine, Later that day,

warchouse answering

Kristin Knauth, whose son Bea Franklin was

~held in Tallahassee, called me back. )
© “Two people are in Adants covering the |
+ convention, two are in Japan, and one had to
*go to San Francisco oa an emergency,”

Knauth s2id. “Can we meet Jater?”

On July 26, I called the warchouse et again

nwzsgomgtouk:mmpm

. spoke mthtmonﬂ:befuu,] asked him what

interview, -
“Istbu-eamthzl’sbstﬁxyw?”he
asked.

o &e
Wy

- Jwo dayslater, KnsunKnalkﬂ!ledme. ;

Knauth said. She invited me to pick it up at
the Glover Park house.

“Can we meet for an interview?™ I asked.
.“After you read this, you'll pmbably havc
more questions,” shé said.
Whm!mwednmeﬁhverhrkhwsc,
Knauth led me to a lounge that has 2 world
map covering onc wall and made me a cup of
tea. She was kind enough, striking me as

and asked for Steve Usdin, - more nervous than Zombierlike, She reminded |
. Bochya-answuedandmdUsdmm’t mofanmdangmmpmmnmwbo
. thete,. Since Mey«wasxhc&apcmul,)-wzsuymgthtﬂewobndmmnnumadm

acter,
) lmwvous,mo In all faimess, T was |

“it. From my readings and dealings with groap
'muﬁbax,tkncwxhas!pmmdedmmu-

gmlwnmmguht;wbax}s‘ad,mtmunhu

.n'ygu.« X

- also in character and trying hard to maintin |

“¥iew e 83'% intended o interview her. My o

=

r
5 [ took out,a stack of papers from a package
shehanded mc.tmy information gift. The tiewt
page cracked ine up:

To  Jon Cohen

Fr M.D. ["Student” is scratched out}
Dt 20 July 1988

Re  Mutual Benefit

Enclosed are some information gifts. |
am planning to du 2n inxdepth study of
Jon Cohen, his associates and his rela-
tives. How do you suggest [ go about
it? .

[ told Knauth ] didn't think they nceded my
help to do an in:depth study of me, in-depth -
studies being their speciality. I quickly flipped
through the other papers as we chatted, Along

. with what arc essentially book reports, there
was a smattering of electronic mail dispatches
from members warking inJapan, at the Dem-
ocratic National Convention in Atlants, and
San Francisco. A blurb in obe of the group
memos aughr my cye:

“On participatory journalism: I have heard
it mentioned in conjunction with ‘New Jour-
nalism' of the Tom Wolfe/Hunter Thompson
vairety [sic] where the journalist becomes an

« actor in the drama he or she is reporting on.
But what the student means by it is hard to
sy—maybe one tenet is Mao’s ‘No invcsxip- ]
non, no ngiu to speak’ so I'll quit guessing."

Knauth pmmded to win the upper hand in
the interview game, offering no informiation
yet still getting me to talk.

Before I left, I told ber I was running out of
nmcandxftheywmtedwspukwnhmen
would have 1o be sooner rathecthan later, She
said Usdin would be the best one to speak
with me and, that he'd be back from San
* Francisco'in a few days.- A
o He's we!oomctoaumenbm”lsmd
; “at the door. *

“You almdy nye hxm he number?" she

Jgedwyly' e
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FINDERS

On August 2, Steve Usdin aame by my of-
fice for the second time,

“I'm here because our elected leader for the
day asked me to come down here,” Usdin

said,

1 asked him if I could tape record the con-
versation and he said 1 was wekome to, but
he hadn't come here to give an interview.

" “Then why are you here?” I asked.

“Two reasons. One, to tell you that we'll
answer all your questions, Two, we like you,
We think you're a kindred soul. We thought

' dtmnughtbesomcdxmgbmwccwlddo

together.” B

“Like what?" I'ssked. -

“Idontlmow"mdvsdm.'}vhybemna

Usdxnmldmcthnlbew:snrtporm‘ 0o,
and that he covered the Democratic Conven-
tion for 2 Japanese: TV station. (I later
checked this out and it was troe.) We joked
about the Tallahassee case 2 Lide.

“You-know that Post story ‘Police Say Find-
ers Odd, Not Criminal'?" he asked. “I, say,
‘PohceCrumml Not Odd.”

’I‘hcnUsdmmdtha!hcnew:rund«stood
whypohecwaegomg;fmr‘tbunform
m,uymghethwghﬂammdcvﬂww—
shxppmgwueabdxshedlﬁudn&lcnwmh
Hunt, P 'ﬁ'ﬁ- PN
“Nonhn!’mmmsunmn, hewd “l'm
0o mare interested in satanism than the Dem®

ocxm:(bnvennou Amnlly I'm moce inter- -

questions’
“I don't sec why not,” said USdm: “He

. spaksmmcand{’muepom:

- —Opening and dosing stenzas fom the Find-
ers’ song, “The BalladiBM, sung o
thcmneof“Oh,Summ. -

TGIAD Rndympnmydﬁm
th’s:u]mnmnoradomgfmmdcu
most every Finders® report, and it’s the
essence of the group.
If you aren’t RTGIAD,youm: phyﬂt
game calls. Andwnhtthmdagmhmg
5 a game call. Dren,dtt,wnrl,d;pillzg,

society, at last—'wnhom

]

-acre pmpq1y by Old Rag Mountain, and
“became "a student of the world.” T the late
‘60vearty ‘70s, Pettic Farm was known tor its
free organic meals and  philasophical pow-
wuws oa the front porch. Pettic’s son tokd the
Post that his father began a new life around
1971 when he started a commune with his fol-
lowers in the Glover Park house,

Today, members look much more yuppic
than hippic, 2 turnabout that started in the
wly '80s. Though they have changed with
the times, they still don't blend in.

They'we turmed heads in rural Culpcpcr.
where they often show up at town meetings in
business suits. John Davies, a Culpeper attor-
ney who represented a former group member
maduu‘c:proceedmgﬁveyursago,says
they never s2y anything but always take notes.

memypaspecuve, !hcyanhaveasg-
mﬁmm impact on 2 community like Culpe-
pcr, > says Davies, “l!lunkpunofdmxgoal
is taking control of the local government.” As
evidence, Dawsnysheknowsufnstock
broker numning for local officc with whom
they tried to invest $25,000. And they're al-
ways rescarching townspeople.

The Finders have combed local real estate
titles to see who owns what.and how much
they owe, says Davies. He's also noticed
Finders men walking down the street in coats
and tics and making notes on every house
they pass. )

Davies says he thinks there’s 20 old-fash-
ioned motivation behind their game playing:
Dollars. *Basially, thcy'tc domg co(lccuvely

. what an individual investor woukl do” he

?Wzsbmgm,sevmlmopkhwemed

.:hathel-"mdersgaﬂ)amfomnonbemm
. they are spies. >

Danidl Brandt, wbohaspmogmadm.'!
bank of id cmnomhesdlsasspy-
BASE,ssysbcﬁstmetStcveUsdhandkﬁ’

. Uboss,:no(hc:mpmemw,mdxmmer
"Ut!

=3
igE

t B
UsdmadUbosdamwdthcywmd ’
an outfit called Information Bank and they
gave Brandt software in exchange for informa-

~{ »toa, "l'heywmverywdlmfctmcdabmn

emmtaspymg, says Brandt. Hcmqwuh

also
LouWotf,aco-ednorofCovamIdu—
mation Budetin, and he belped Brandt check
them out.
“There are several characteristics thar lend
themsclves to the interpretation that this is an
information-gathering front for 2 cult of some
son,”Bmdxwmmhxsswnnmy,mnng
dmmunb:rsmayno(betolddxpmm
behind thar missions. "I‘hcguscéfmpu(-
crootmﬂtmgxsanxdmlmeﬂ:odofspymgm
the Left,” he concluded. “It would take about
fwenty seconds 1o copy an entire mailing list
fromahzddxskonloaﬂoppy
“If iU's a game, it’s pretty bizarre,” says
Brandt, who hasn’t heard from the group in 2
few years. “It seems like there must be some
sort of impetus behind it.”

stituent whose soa had yomcd. l(zncqme.r




I REE )
N G

3 MONTHS 999/14 MONTHS $396_‘ |

Annual Membership Includes: :
* Coed and Ladles Aetobics « Noutius, Universal, ree Welghls, Olympic -

Free Weighls « Treadmills, Ufec% Blkes, Rowing Machines «
Complete Sclentific Filness Exam « ed Supervisgg Workouts »
Separate Men's and Women's Steom and Sauna Rooms » - -,

)

R ey i ST

o i 5{%: ; G & B 4
mwmw«wmm&mmmmmmmum.

Locker Rooms.» Music, Ar, lods and Lots of Friendy People '~

W Sy 7am - 9: 3 ) oh-of tho 1. ’ '

e R e B In Search-of the | Szt scoscues
- of, Nwwosm'gi ]

- ! ‘”%rw%rmtevel 872'0222,_9"35'

. . [ CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP |
-3 .1 - DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE, 5"

,bmhe'snotablemuucumple:;

. - pnm_ifhedom‘thv:eomplaeim’um-
toa. o .

. “Ywdcu\kmwwhaxgxm?etﬁchas'h

4 i =\ A mind.touﬂtomomw.}kalmdyhsitin
Y " S e , - year's game in mind

. ﬂnxPane_?ndanndmmﬂimji@!d—: Z- oa the information you're bringing kim
| Bgence, L it - - Lot dir e T ¥

) Amﬂn?gmmdoamm,hguew ":wmmmmm

e
¥

1o S 3 e
A £ LA 4 SIS . I Air Forde: " a0d “poiheline} & cult. But uhimately the habéls
B W LI CHESR B B SRR bl R T et | brageed about-His intelligencé tya ks b S St :
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L 0. - . mmm&ym;@m ; yet no single fiction i
- . Living Room « Bed Bz % play-gatnes with I en - |: o e 2 T 2
N R Ve Stere Bienars their sitke A youl votice T3] Pauki Arico bt lived the godgmme, “The

_irsuedh, o

. ,thty-dndm@dﬂnhlmsdwmv <best thin about it for me is that I lived and
. 'ltm:yh:tebemopeotthu:pmu:’..y:‘ o *wo{b%(ﬁmyhaﬁmforégh[m"
-+, Nooe of the Tallahassee Police Lapoke with Arico fays.“I’s bard to have that, And in 2
:e'anythmg'abmn tth‘mdas g for mgng‘n“wbq: ‘everyone was commitied to
; I e ] Working it out. If you've ever had that ope.
similar response to Investigator Cheryl Wk " on-oe relationship with another person where
gand's: “fohg"ﬂty are _invebved= with * | “theré’s that long-term level of commitment, |
would surprise me. " t0 7 . 'f bad that with 20 people.” -

bmmlwwmm< my eyes opened pretty quickly in about three
_mcFmdersmzybewook& o wecksof&!mmyinl%?.sulupumﬂthcn,
] Ancoandlamﬁungl!!lm{mm .| yeah, T had jmphicit trust, because we were al]

. itted t s H
ot hcr_ﬁ_lton.is: and - :unmnd."?mmsdmm His dream was

group for 8.years and now works = 2 book- an apartment with 2 single mother not in the
Lty BT ety s s Bme”
. This is one of the few times in our ~Aﬁmmhama;§h“bal986,md
i . ¢ y . ong time, the
R - talls that Paula calls the group “they women had wanied the men to do more child-
L4 NO DepOSI‘l’ - . Though she Left the Finders more then a year reating and it was finally happening, Sh
No C dit Need d : 30, ir's stll “we this and “we that” She | g and]othzulwmmgoodl;nZs
* NO Credi 99 ea . : ) also sill speaks lovingly—no, adoringly—of “I can't deseribe the feeling for those kids,”
A . Pettic. B says Arico, * the future of
¢ Free Delivery DC-MD-VA T e of s ae st dead bemeen the | o e ey L e of e

- i 1 to him,” says Arico. : - "
, * No Long-Term Obligation ﬂg;mh?;':dw fm:g;% ok | ErS5I08 b8 mavaed 1 sihn 05
) €7 megabytes of information. “We waat to 20 years and are still fucked up. 1¢'s the
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. you have to do.” Arico didn't get wind something was wrong

. Se Habla Espafol . “But why compile a giant Who's Who?" I | o0 Friday ;gﬁg. “Iwasgenin:amdyw
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gotowa’k,anﬂ!gouptmmnfmmnms
" body who wasadling me that if Swart [SS]
had already calied me and told me 10 go
Tallzhassee that those orders were teversed.”

and she kept, Pasla and ‘the others plugged
th;lthcgmup Fapla called her and learned

Then the m«hus—&:d, Anco Knauth,
"Judy Evans, and Pat hear-

*ing news reports. “By Friday afternoon we

plzxmedagmupmmngananaseofot
Saturday night.

1 ask why they didn't mllthc’l‘alhhascc
Police in the intedm. *“We had 10 make a
group decision,” she says.

Pettie arrived at dusk and, as is their cus-
tom, the women massaged him t0 help him
think, They carried out 2 traditional Finders
meeting, each person speaking their mind,
going round and mxmd in a drcle. Since the
police had seized the computers from their
D.C. hormes; one of the group's concerns was
how to stay in totick. But the kids were Topic

'Thxs wasn't the Erst time that things had
not gone right with the kids’ game and we

»

were all just really wpset about that, that no- ~

Mumnmwemmmwwm M\'Mbonky

bodyhdlumedﬁmrlssonsmyodu
times ihe s, ~ <% %
Pctue'sadvpc.?mn‘hunexsmbc not
Tllhhnm&)baektoDC and let your.
be known.

' presence
They took his advics,™

Back in D.C. Sunday night, the women—
Ehc- allegeﬁl uun-ngsluppmg-hdmpgmg’-.
pornograp were greets

reporters camped on their porches.

Pettic’s game call was 10 let the FBI call the
game. The possibility of kidnapping,,the tu-
rean said, took precedence over the misde-
meanor child abuse charges, One agent ad-
vised they fmmediately head o Florida and
bire 2 good attorney.
W)mthcmod)asaﬂedSconHumznhc

Tallahassee . Police Department on Monday -

evening they couldn’t get through.

“(‘zrelynsmthcphoncszymg she’s B.B.’s
mother and she’s met by snorts and giggles,”
recalls Arico. “She’s the 200th caller claiming
these beautiful children.” They finally spoke
to Tallahassee Police, but Hunt still told the
media they had yet (o0 hear from the mothers,
“P1l never forgive him for that,” says Arico. -

After finishing their last FBI interview on
Wednesday, the women hit the road for Talla-
hassee, By Friday, they were sitting in their
fawyer’s office.

“You haven't lived until you've been em-
ployed by the Finders,” says the atorney
hired to represent them, Paula Walborsky.
“They clect 2 new leader each day. I could be

"hired or fired two or three times in 24 hours.

But I reafly got sucked in. | loved it. There
were great, sexy Oms_ljlmional issues,”

Jon Cohon .

Constitutional issues didn't come into play ~

for weeks, though, It took until the next
Thursday, in fact, for Walborsky to set up a

- AREEYDNL AT

JURGRPREURPPFR RN R LS
o v ® Ay ot S
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court-sanctioned, one-hour meeting between
the mother and kids.

The mother-and-child reunion took place at
a park where 2 dozen HRS officials showed
up to watch. “We would not leave,” says Ari-
c0. “We told them that they would have to
physically take the children away from us. We
were not going to get up and walk away from
our children.

“John Paul is in my arms and he's saying,
‘But I want 1o go home with you.' And I'm
saying, ‘Well, I want you 10 go home with
me, 100." I just sat there with him crying my
eyeballs out, and he's crying his eyeballs out,

they came and took him away from me.”

During the next few weeks, the Finders set-

-tied into the media saddle and displayed what

may be their finest wit and humor of the af

fair, But it uhimately drove Arico and two

other mothers from the group,  © |

A memo auributed to “M.D. Pettie” deliv-
ered to the Tallahassee Democrar said he was
resigning as leader of the Finders—a position
he said he didn't know he held. “I thought 1
was just a consultant on Wit and Humor,” the
memo said, “If I ever was the leader, I
resign to devote myself full-time to Zen Walk-
H ” M~

ing.
The Finders also started publishing a news-

letter, The Daily Finder, in which they an-
nounced that they were all moving to Talls-
hassce. “The Finders are always looking for
signs and symbols,” they wrote, “Since Febru-
ary 4, Florida has been sending signals that
they want to kecp some Finders members, so
now the rest are coming.”

Another issue of The Daily Finder, “Come
to Tallahassee,” invited friends to come join
;I};c drama and featured the song, “Old Talla-

ssec’s

Well I came to Tallahassee
In a van so full of glee

They put me in the jailhouse
With a chain upon my knee

You get the idea,

Before the trial, Ammerman and Holwell
spoke freely with Walborsky, who was assist-
ed by several Finders men. “They all had
handlebar mustaches and dressed alike,” Wal-
borsky says.

“1 sent them w0 FSU library to get me

and media on the first day of the custody bat-
Ye. Wimesses Holwell and Ammenman
showed up in prison garb and shackles. "Talk
about a circus,” says Walborsky. “We could
have sold tickets.” -

Right before the hearing, Walborsky learned
that the Finders men she had been working
with had left town and were replaced by Steve
Usdin. She also got the news that Pettie had
put 2 gag order on Ammerman and Hohwell
and that she was going 1o be fired,

“1 said ooooh-kay. The First Amendment
issues haven't even been argued and they
stand up and fire me,” she says,

In court Steve Usdin delivered a proclama-
tion from Pettic, Our interests and the state’s
interests are the same, ,he said, so we don’t
need counsel,

“Some ‘people practice law 20 or 30 years

jokes. -

Pettie’s strategy of nonresistance split the
mothers. Knauth and Livingston gave’ Wal-
borsky the boot, as instructed, while Arico,
Evans, and Said rewined her.

Arico describes the behind-the-scenes drama
of that moming.

Livingston had called Pettie. “She begged

and never get fired on television,” Walborsky *

him to tell her what to do,” says Arico. “He |

said, ‘Fire your attomey.’ If you called him
and begged him and he told you to do it, you
can't say no. She was in agony. She really
loves her son and she knew what would hap-
pen the way | knew what would happen if 1
fired my attomey—it wouldn't be in the best
interest of the children.

Arico understood Pettic’s logic. If you're in
a confrontational situation, in somc ways,
you're creating it. Do what Gandhi and Am-
nmerman and Holwell and others have done
when attacked: Don't fight,

On another level there were the teachings of
Lao Tzu. Planning. Strategy. Tactics. Loyalty.
“Those ideas are really the crux of the
group,” says Arico, “and they are what keep
the group functioning at the high level that it
does.” Pettic wanted them to go before the
judge and tell him in unison that he could end
ali this right now, he could be the game call-
er. “Think if you were a judge, and there
were five women in your courtroom, and in
all of your experiences with them you knew
that they really loved their kids and were
trying to do the right things,” says Afico.
“That’s the position Pettic wanted the judge
Jput in”

Arico couldn’t accept Pettie’s advice. “The
group told me to choose between Pettie and

nin Futons
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In Search of the

FINDERS

my kids. I chose my kids.”
The hearing lasted until Wednesday, Wal-
h d on the itutional issues
and appeaked to the judge’s experience. “This
is 2 judge who has seen thousands of juvenile
cases,” Walborsky says. “I told him if the

]

the real thing, Essentially that's what he said
in the end. He praised the efforts to raise the
kids vorrectly, He was only concerned about
their educations.”

John Paul, B.B., and Honeybee, the three
youngest children, were retumed to their
mothers—Arico, Said, and Evans. The judge
didn't free the older three because he wanted
their mothers to demonstrate that they would
adequately educate them,

Aricoagrwdmmcvuytmddotevuy
i, and after two mioaths of state supervision,
she was given full custody of Mary. Livings~

walls could talk they would cry. This wasn't

ton and Knauth’s children were put in foster
homes, but the state finally relinquished cus-

tody to the mothers that August,

Hours after the March 18 Juveniie case end-
ed, the Finders announced to the press that
they had disbanded. It wasn't true, of course,
But it did signal the end of Arico, Said, and
Evans’ membership in the group.

Arico cites many personal reasons for leav-
ing the group that have littke to do with the
Florida incident. A fow years before, she says,
“l saw the writing on the wall, but 1 didn't
read it i

She spoke with attormeys about suing the
authorities and decided there were too many
obstacles. “I would have had to put my child-
ren into therapy immediately to prove that

3
they had bag} traumatized. As far as I'm con-
cemed, whateter trauma there was, they've
basically gotten over it now." Another hurdle
would be proving wrongful intent, “Every-
thing they did was within the limits of the
law,” she says,

Arico's final analysis of what went wrong:
*“You just can't have a highly disciplined life-
style and have kids, You just an't. It just
doesn’t work."

Make no mistake, though..She loved being &
Finder. “It’s & very magnetic situation,” she
says. “But the mystery's gone now, the whole
mystique that nobody knew what we mlclg’
did.”
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September 16, 1993 .

Chief Mel Tucker
Tallahassee Police Department

SENT BY FAX
804-891=4204

Dear Chief Tucker:

As an associate producer of CBS News/48 Hours, I would like to
request that, under Florida Chapter 119, you make available all
files and materials associated with your investigation into the
FPinders organization that took place in 1987.

I will be in your city sometinme in the middle of next week and
would like to exanine the records in person; if there is a
copying fee, CBS News would reimburse you your costs.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

~—Rast recards,

@GBS NTE“TS ) 5(6:@«%’«{%%1) 23

" 524 West 57 Strest New York, NY 10019 (212) 975-4848 ‘Jb
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"| . WILLIAM M. THéMAS, CALIRORNIA,
CHARLIE ROSE, NORTH CAROLINA, l
CHAIRMAN LI RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

FRANK ANNUNZIO, ILLINGIS WILLIAM L, DIC“KINSON. ALABAMA
JOSEPH M, GAYOC.)S. PENNSYLVANIA si]w;oG;gg:isIC:AggggﬁlA
LEON PANETTA, CALIFORNIA .

g PAUL E. GILLMOR, OHIO
T ASINGTON, @un 1ess nf thg G]Hmtzd %tatw SANES WAL e vom
WILLIAM {BILL) CLAY, MISSCUR1 MICKEY EDWARDS, OKLAH

BOB LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA
SAM GEJDENSON, CONNECTICUT Bt BARRETT. NEBRASKA

JOE KOLTER, PENNSYLVANIA .]R 2
AL FIOST TS v o House of Representatives
MARTY RUSSO, ILLINOIS " ¢
STENY HOYER, MARYLAND COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION I vic
GERALD D. KA, Wi N y S
F SPECIAL COUNSEL TO THE CHAIRMAN
DALE E- KILDEE, MICHIGAN Suite H-326, U.S. CaPITOL CHARLES T. HOWELL,
CHIEF COUNSEL
225-2061 MARY SUE ENGLUND,

MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

Washington, DC 20515-6157

September 15, 1993

Tallahassee Police Department
Attention: Chief of Police
234 East 7th Avenue
Tallahassee F1., 32303

Dear Chief Tucker,

In furtherance of its legislative and oversight
responsibilities under the rules of the House, the Committee
on House Administration is conducting an investigation into an
organlzatlon known as the "Finders". In order to examine the
credlblllty of certain allegations against the Finders
organization the Committee must obtain all relevant documentation.

It has come to my attention that your office may have
certain information which will further this investigation.
Accordingly, I am requesting under Chapter 119 of the
Florida Publlc Records Law that you prov1de the Committee with
all reports in your possession concerning the organization
known as the "Finders".

Please address your response to| |
of my staff. Should vou have any further questions | |

can be reached at]|
Sincerely,
ziZEZ/cule,JZ.<i/2;%$L9L—-

Charlie Rose
Chairman
Committee on House Administration

With best wishes,

B1e-Luf 45599172

o
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FBI
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
[] Teletype 1 Immediate [J TOP SECRET
[J Facsimile 3 Priority [] SECRET
Kl AIRTEL [0 Routine [0 CONFIDENTIAL
[0 UNCLASEFTO
[] UNCLAS
Date 11/18/93
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI
(ATTN: CID-VCU, SSA
FROM : SAC, JACKSONVILLE (31C-WF-189911) (TRA) (RUC)
SUBJECT : "FINDERS" GROUP;

WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC ACT - SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN;
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE -
PRELIMINARY INQUIRY;

0O0: WMFO

Re WMFO teletype to the Bureau, dated 11/10/93.

Enclosed forre following items received from

TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT Chief MELVIN TUCKER:

concerning

1. Complete TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT case file
the FINDERS;

2. A letter from Congressman CHARLIE ROSE to

Tallahassee Police Chief MELVIN TUCKER, dated 9/15/93;

3. Copy of a letter to Chief TUCKER from 48 HOURS,

dated 9/16/93;

Chief TUCKER from concerning beinag
J.m;_emumed] by a U.S. CUSTOMS Agent concerning an FBII .

4. A TALLAHASSEE POLICE DEPARTMENT memorandum to

the captioned matter;

2 — Bureau

2) - WMFO (Enc. {)
1 - Jacksonville

MMP/sdh

(5)

2ic-wh- 1§09 11 >7

/ /
Approved:

Transmitted

b6

(Number)
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JK 31C-WF-189911

5. Two memos purportedly authentic U.S. CUSTOMS'
memos concerning the FINDERS case; and

6. A copy of an article from the "city paper™"
concerning the FINDERS case.

Atrsoenclosed for WMFO is a copy of Jacksonviltle's
complete investigative—fiteregarding this matter, to includeEﬂjO
copies of the 1A and 1B i :

On 11/16/93, contact with Tallahassee Police Chief
MEL TUCKER revealed that there was never any outside agenc
either in or outside the United States intelligence community
who contacted anyone in his department with an attempt to
influence in any way their investigation of the FINDERS GROUP.
All evidence in the case that was obtained was either returned
to its owners or otherwise destroyed.

Chief TUCKER advised that he has been contacted by
a number of individuals recently concerning the FINDERS case.
One was Congressman CHARLIE ROSE, Chairman, Committee on House
Administration, who both telephonically and in writing
expressed an interest in the facts and circumstances
surrounding the FINDERS case in Tallahassee. Flarida
Additionally, Chief TUCKER was contacted byl |

memorandum to Chief TUCKER, SA] 'J

b6
b7C
b7E

b6
b7¢C
b7E




JK 31C-WF-189911

b6
b7C
—I b7E

For the information of the Bureau, Tallahassee SSRA

Tallahassee portion of the investigation, and also resolve
whether there was any improper influence by any agency brought
to bear on the TPD in the performance and reporting of their
investigation. The bottom line was that the Tallahassee
investigation was not impeded/influenced in any way by any
agency or improper considerations.

This matter is considered RUC by Jacksonville
Division.

3%




31C-WF-189911
MDC:mdc

On 11/10/93, the following names were searched in WMFO
indices at the request of SSA]| | FBIHQ, CID, VCU. b6

b7C

Finders

Finders Transnational

Finders Transnational Ragged Mountain
Womens Network Service

General Scientific Corporation

Is ie

Future Enterprises

Attached to this insert are the results of this query.

S10-WF-18 921 257
SEARCHED-.. g NE e g




Indices Search Slip

o ;

FD-160 (Rev. 7-28-89 Date * [
{ ) ) Wi [93
’ Requ bé
To: Office Services Manager
I . F_{[ Ext ﬁuad FileNo.  ~ a b7c
) Sep A Tlacty 77"72 3(0-WF-1899 ()
Subject (04 Social Security Account #
Frrukt EntslPRSX
Aliases
Address Birth Date Birth Place Race Sex
Male
D Female
O act Spelling O Main Criminal Case Files Only O Restrict Locality of
All References O Criminal References Only
O Main Security Case Files Only O3 Main Security (/f no Main, list all Security References)
O Security References Only O Main Criminal (if no Main, list all Criminal References)
] IEAM.MMEG CFfos O Isls: O NEG O POS
‘s Date Searched by Date
O Confidentigi-tes: AR O ocls: O NEG [ POS
_ (120G
Searched by Date Searched by Date
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Place an "X" by the Field Office(s) to Query for Regional Searches.
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O Boston O Charlotte O Richmond O Cleveland O Minneapolis O Las Vegas
O London England O Jackson O San Juan O Dallas O Oklahoma City O Los Angeles
O Mexico City Mexico | I Jacksonvile [ Savannah O Denver O Omaha 0O Phoenix
O New York City 0 Knoxville O Tampa O Detroit O Pittsburgh 0O Portland
O Newark O Memphis O Washington Field O El Paso £ San Antonio O Sacramento
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O Philadelphia ] Mobile O Indianapolis O St Louis O San Diego
O Rome ltaly 0O Kansas City O All above O San Francisco
O Ali above O Seattle
O All above
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Subject ] Social Security Account #
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Aliases
Address Birth Date Birth Place Race Sex
aMale
QO Female
B ct Spelling O Main Criminal Case Files Only O Restrict Locality of
All References O Criminal References Only
O Main Security Case Files Only O Main Security (/f no Main, list all Security References)
O Security References Only [ Main Criminal (if no Main, list all Criminal References)
[0 General Indices: O Nec O pPos O 1sis: ONeG O PoS
Searched by Date Searched by Date
L
O Confident| O ocis: 0O NEG [ POS
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To: Office Services Manager
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Subject A frmm Social Security Account #
WoagnS INET (el sUC
Aliases
Address Birth Date Birth Place Race Sex
gMale
O Female
E/E»%act Spelling O Main Criminal Case Files Only [ Restrict Locality of
All References O Criminal References Only
[ Main Security Case Files Only J Main Security (If no Main, list all Security References)
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To: Office Services Manager
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Requesteg by|
SA

Ext.

Tz
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File No.

3IC

Wi~ 899U

Al
Subject ¢/ R Social Security Account #
sabsut PETNIE
Aliases
Address Birth Date Birth Place Race Sex
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. 1Female
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O Main Security Case Files Only [ Main Security (If no Main, list all Security References) b6
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O All above 1 Seattle
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31C-WF-189911
MDC:mdc

The following files were reviewed on November 22 and
23, 1993, as a result of listings in WMFO manual general indices.
Listed below are the results of that review:

Indexed to Finders, Finders Group, Finders
Transnational, and Finders Transnational Ragged Mountain:

9-5009__extQr:inn_case_Qnened_nn_liléiaa_bx_Aﬁexandria
Division against as[fﬁf:]

wictim Snh-dact lwiae dacrribhad 3o 2 W/M bharn annrawy
| |  victim e
l |]advised that he was a member of this cult, headed by b7c
which was also known as FINDERS. He described the cult as an
alternate lifestyle group, and related an incident detailing the
death of a member, BARBARA MATEJA. | |
| | WMFO contacted MPD,
and was advised that MATEJA had died as a result of refusing
medical attention for religious reasons, and that no homicide
investigation had been conducted. File reflected that the case
was closed as the AUSA for Alexandria would not consider any
prosecution.
b7D
b7E
Indexed tol |
9-5009 same as detailed above. é?&///
9B-665 file destroyed on 4/2/69.

190-136 FOIPA file that could not be located.

Indexed to Isabelle Pettie:

no references.

z10-wA 18971 29
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Indexed to

request on

190-1 sub E is a 10/31/84 FBIHQ response to a FOIPA

Indexed to Womens Network Service:

no reference.

Indexed to General Scientific Corporation:

105-2574 file could not be located.

Indexed to Future Enterprises:

b6
b7C
b7E

b6
b7C
b7E
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31C-WF-189911

MDC:mdc

The following files were reviewed on November 22 and
23, 1993, as a result of listings in WMFO FOIMS indices. Listed
below are the results of that review:

Indexed to Finders:

[and| | were members of his group.

The case was closed upon resolution by interview.

Indexed to General Scientific:

Ind

exed to

Ind

exed to| |

190
concerning an

o000001n vequest cor zorea

same information as detailed above.

same information as detailed above.

information by

dated 9/9/87. b6

bé
b7cC
b7E

Ve

b7C

190-Z20000001 FOIPA file that has been destroyed.

310 -uf- 18991

SEARCHED mer .. INDEYED
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NV 2 3 1993
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Indexed to Future Enterprises:

investigation ofl

lead on Philadelphia Division 3/3/8%

bé
b7C
b7E
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Memorandum
To : SAC, WMFO (31C-WF-189911) (P) Date  11/23/93
Fom :  SSA [(c-4)
Subject: FINDERS GROUP;

WSTA-SEOC;

00J-PI;

00 : WMFO

on 11/23/93, SSA| | vcu-cID_advised that

basedrgn_rgﬁent discussions with VCU Unit Chief! !and Section

Chief the intervie

It is noted that
request from FBIHQ to both
sent out of FBIHQ.

2-WMFO

| ~#JKD:plj
1 ((2)

1/23/93 the formal written
and the USDOS had not been

INDER
a

4

S

20C- - 15997 ) 3/

SEARCHED, INDEXED
;:ﬁzﬂmo5:j:

SERIALIZED

NOV 2 3 1993
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b6
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FD-448 (Rev 6/1/91)

¢ &

FBI FACSIMILE
COVERSHEET

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN FIELD OFFICE
SQUAD C+H4 (202) 252-7844

PRECEDENCE CLASSIFICATION

O Immediate O Top Secret Time Transmitted:
O Priority O Secret Sender’s Initials:
Routine O Confidential Number of Pages:
D SenSiﬁve {Including Cover Page)
&7~ Unclassified
To: Mfm\' - VY Date: ///é/'//é rs
(Name of Office) / /

Facsimile Number: ?ZL{’ ?05’9
Attn: g;ﬂ 2$c

(Name Room Telephone)

From: _{(6T LMwwd (?//~W/J99’/Q(FI(’:)//)

(Name of Office)

Subject: _(INDERS — do! e

Special Handling Instructions:

Originator’'s Name: Telephone:

Originator’s Facsimile Number: o AA 2
AEDA— -0 [EYFT [ 3>
! § SEARCHED__:ﬁ:lDEXED ‘ FBI/DOJ

SERIALIZEDR=_FILED

Approved:

NOV 2 4 1993

FBI — WASH. FIELD OFFICE Ji

V::—{ %/’"






