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This folEE was contacteﬂ hy the Tzllzhasses FPolice Departnent cn
February 5, 1937, whe reguested azssistance in attempting to identify
two adult maIES and six minor children, all tzken inte custedy the
© previces day. The men, arrested and cha;g&d with mu’tlpﬁe counts of
child sabuse, were being véry evasive with peliceé in the guesticns
2ing asked of them pursuant the ¢hildren and their condition. | -
" This agent contacted $5/A, Bob Harrold, RAC/Resten, Virginiz, and
. reguésted telephone nurberz and names of police persnﬁs in area
police departments in an attempk to follow-up on two leads which
were & Wirginia licenze number and that the children had cnmmenteﬂ
about living in a Washington, D.C., commune .

Subsequently, this office received a telephone call from the Hasﬁington,
L.C. Metropolitan Folice Department inguiring zbout the men -and children.
This office put the MPD and the TPD in contact with each other.
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DETAILS DF INVESTIGATION:

on Thursdey, Februazy 5, 1987, this office wes contéeted via teleghone,
by sezgeant, Johan VanMETER of the Tallahssses Folice Department,
Juvenile CGiwvisicn. Sgt. WanMETER reguessted Eaeis_erce in identifying
two adult males znd six miros children ages 7 years. to 2 years.

The adolt males were tcntativnly identified by TFD as:Michasl HOULIHAW
and Douvglas RMMEERMAH, beth of Washingten, D.C., uho Wore a*;esteﬁ the
previous day on charges of child akuss. -

The police had receiwsd an anosnymous telephone czll relative fwo well-
dressed white men wearing suits and ties in Myers Park, (Tallahasses],
apparzntly watching six dirty and unkempt children in the playground
ares. HOULIEAN and AMMERMARW were near & 13E0 2lue Dedge van bearing
Mirginia license number XBW-557, the inside of which was latsr described
as feul-smelling filled with maps, bocoks, letrers, with a mattress
situated to the rear of the van which appeezed as if it vwere used =5 a
bed, and the overall appearance of the van gave the impressicon that all

eight persons were living in it.

The children were cowvered with insect hites, were vsry d?rty,.{nsh of
12 children were not wearing underwear and nll the chzidren had not -
-2&n bathed 1n many days.

The men were arresteﬂ and ctharged with multiple counts -of child abuse
and locges in the Leon County Jail. Once in custody the men were somewh
evasive in their answers to the police regarding the children and |
stated only that they both were the children's teachers and that all wer
enroute to Mexico to establiesh a school for brilliant children,

The children tentatively were identified 2s Mary HOULIEAN, white femazle,
age 7; HMax LIVINGSTOW, white male, sga E£: Benjamin FRRWKLIN, white male,
age 4; HoneyZee EVANS, whité female, age 3; B.BE., white male, age 2; and
John Paul HOULIHAM, white male, age 2. The children initially indicated
that they lived in tf=nts in a commune in the Washingten, 0.C., area

and were going to Mexico to go to 2 school for smart kids.

This affice contacted the Office of the BAC/DC znd spcke nlth ce/a, Boh
Harreld. This agent requested telephons numbers and names of police
perscns in area departments that might be aware 'of said activities

ibzd by the children and to fDlth"LD on the leads which were the
Virginia license nurmber and a check on the men's names with losal law?
enforcement.
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A shert time later this office was contacted by Cetective, Jim Eradley
of the Washington, 0.C., Metropeolitan Police Department . Bradley
indicated that the case hers in Tallahassee zppeared to be strongly
related to 2 case he was currently werking in the Washington, D.C. area.

fie stated that the actions of the two nen in custody in Tallahsssee
relative the childyen just might give his case enough probable cavse
for search warrants to sezrch premises gooupisd oy a sult group called
the FINDEZAS.

This agent directed EBradley to teolephone T2D andrdiscuss with police

directly any activitiesz forthcoming relztive the instant case. . . :
At this time it was determined that there was no Custems violations
found to exist and therefore, this case is being closed pending receipt
of additicnal infarmation.

ACTION TO BE TAKEN BY LESD/TECS: Create a permanent DRR/TECS record.

IDENTIFYING DATA/TECS-FIN DUZRIES:

AMMERMAN, Douglas Edward: ] EUBSTANTIATED HCIC: Nedatiw
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KEMG TO FPILE
T 5 Eesidernt Acent in Chazge : ) (Date} 0r/07/87
Frem : Speeial Agent

Sublect: cCustarns Cacperationfintecess in
- I "
TuiJahAEsecfwash:ngtpn A¥D chlld abuse investigatian,

On Thersday, 2/75%/87, the duty agenk, S5/A4 Hob Harcold, receiveg
a cal! Frem 8574 Waltee Xrletlaw, uscs, Tallehassee, Florida,
S5/ Rrieklow wvas Eee’ing assltance in zantacting an
2ppropriste lacal Palice’ agenzy to coosdinzte a thild abuze
ipvestigation ia Wwith the Tallakasseg Police Depactment., S585/4.
Erietlew furthar requested drsistance in checking some nanegs,
addresses and a vehiecle Ehroveh the Custems child Po:nng}aphy
Unit data base, and Etated there vas some susplcion of the
sUlEjects being involwed iIn supplying children Fer EfRg
productien of ghilad pornrdcraphy. Furtther, he was informed by
the Tallahassee Police Department that Ehe children may have
Been encoute to Mexice Fram the Hashingten, B.C. acea. The
peossibilicy oF Custems interesg in the investigakion dys Le
possible vielations of the Thild Proteckion het of 1984, and
the alleced nexus wilh the U.5./Mexican Border ware dlscussed
2nd asgreed upon. 55/K #Zrieblaow tclated the felleving - . .
haexg-ound information. S8/ Reietlow was contacked by the
Tallahasseé Police Bepartment Eor assistance in identifying six
ehildren and tuve adults taken into custedy in the Tallahasses
2rea. U.5. Customs was =entacted because Bhe police efficers
invelved suspected the adulez of belng iavolved in chila
pofncgraphy and knew the Custams Fervice to have a netwerk of
child pornogrdphy investigakters, and ef the existance oF the
Lhild Pornoacaphy apd Froktection Unie. £5/4 Erietlaw stated
Lhe two aduls wera well dressed white males, They had custody
of ‘=ix white childeen (bovs and girla}, ages bthree to Six .
¥Years. The ehildcen were cbzerved to be poorly dressed,
Srufsed, dicky, and behaving like animal: ln a public pack ia
Tallahassee. .The poliecg were notiffed by a concernsad_citizen
and all eight personsz. were taken inte custody, The subiscrs
“wete living oot of a wilte 1%7% oDodge ¥in, Virginia license ne,
AHW 5537. UPon being raken inte custody, the adylt white males
Fefused to cocperate, one of Whom produced 4 "buziness® cargd
With a mame on one side and 3 Etatsrment o the other. . The
Statenent indiescsd that the heager “neY Nis constitubkiensl
rights toc temain silent and that he intepded to do 5@, Upon
interviewing the children, phe Felice ofFficers found that they
could not adeguatzly Iﬂ&n:if?.thenﬂ%lﬁ:J Of btheir cuseodiaps.
Further, they strtad they we:e entcuts te MNexfoou co attend a
schacl]l for "srparz xige, 85/ Xrietlow vas Furbkher adwlasd the
children were unaware of Ehe Function and purpese of
telephones, televisioans ang tollate, and that the ehildren had
Stated they vere net allowed tao live indoors and were only
given foed as a rgwagpd, - . ' :




after receiving the feguest from T2llahassee, 5574 Earraold
centacted me while I was on ¢fficial business, at Custams
Eeadguizters. Ee recuesked that I conduct cnf.p1:_tgr cxecks an
che Cusktoms Child ?G:nag:qphy Unit dakta kasse The chacks were
to bBe conducted on the neémes, addrecsses, and a2 vehiels Frovided
by S5/h Frleclaow. hfter conducking the computer chezkes, I rade
direct coatsct with SE/N Friebtlow to inform him that a1l tha
checks were negative. At that time I was informed by SS5/A
Frietlew thabt the Tallahassee police Rad discovered lacge
guantities of recocds; to Laclude computer discs apd a U, g,
passport in Eha van., Prom some of these pecerds the police Rad
obtalned tentative identificition of the two aduics, and
partial identification of the ¢hildren. FUrthemace, the two
Washinaton, D.C. addresses had been dizcevered throuvgh these
documents, one of which was verified exrough khe vzhicle
registration, I advised S5/ Frietlow I was leavinag .
Headguartecs and he would be receiving 2. reeponse to tha
cemainder of his feduest from S5/h Hacrold. . I then lefE ag
stated and proceeded to conduck aokher business in the Dickrick.

h sheort time later, at approximately 11:30 a.&., S55/A Harrold
contbacked ma by radio, and advised me that 2 Peiective Jim
Bradley of the Washingten, D.C. Hetropolitan Folice Deparktment
[MED} was. interested in the {nformation provided by 55/
Friatlow, waz im contack wikh Tallahassee, and would very
probably be conducting Sea8rchb warramts in the ares later in the
day. He also iaferned me that D.5. Customs waz ipvited to
participatc fue ke the continuing possibility of violaciong aof
law enforced by the Costoms fService, As I was already in
Waszhington, I tetminated my other bBusinese ard proceedad ko
@make contack with Detective Bradley, Intelligence rivisien, HPD.

Opon eontacting Debteckive Bradley, I leacned that he had
inltiasted an investigation on khe twos addresses previded by the
Tallahassee Police Dept. during December of 1%BE. An informant..
had given him ipformation regarding a cult, %Xnown as the
*Finders® —perating various businesses out of a warehouse
located at 1307 4tk 5t., HW.E., and were supposzed ko ba housing
children at 3518/3920 W St., N.W. . The information was specifis
in describing "bleocd rituals® and sexuval orgies involving
chilldren, and an as yebt unsolved norder in which the Pindérs
may be involwed. HWith the imnformetion provided by the
informant, Detective Bradley was able to match some of khe
children in Tallahassee with names of children known alleged Lo
be fn the cusktody of the Finders, Purthermore, Dradley was
gkla to .atcn the tentative JD ofF thae adulte with kmoawn members
£ Eha rdars. I =2:77 by while Bradley conscited with AUSH

L &N EDGdau=d. swarch wagrants for the two

= advizsd acting FAC E5/A Tim Holloran of my
accompany KPD on the execution of the warrants,
fzgelved his parmissicn, and was jolned by S5/A Harreld.. ES5/A
Harcold accompanied the team whleh wvent to 13ﬂ1 dth st, anpd I
went te 318730 W Se.

During the executien of the warrant at 3916/20 ® St., [ was




able ta ewsegve and access khe entite building, I saw large
guantities of childran's clotaing 4ad toys. _The elothing
cansisting of diapers and clothes in the toddler o pre-schaonl
rangsz. ®o children wege Found en bthe premises. ' There were
cevsral subjects eon bkhe premises. Only one was deemed b9 be

connected wlth the Pinders. The rest were renhing living space
Frem this ipgdividual. Be was ideatiflied as Stuart Hiles
SILVERSTOQWE, DOBS051%41, U,S5. Passpork Wo. 010058991, !

EILVERSTONE was located [n a Coom eguipped with severzal
compukecrs, priskers, 2nd numercus documents. Cucsory
egaminatica of the documents cevealed detailed instruckicnms fer
abtrining exildren for unspeclified purpoces, The instfuctions
ifeluded thne lnpregnation of female membecs of the community
known as Finde¢s, wsurchesing chnildrem, toading, and
kidnapping. Thece WeEe Leley messages '-151"15 KMCI Bccounk
numbers babween a conputer berminal believed o be located In.
the skre toam, and okhers leocated zeross bhe countey &nd ia
foreign locetiens, One such feley specificzally ordered-khe
purchase of two children in Bong Kong to be arranged.thtough &
contact inm the Chinese Embassy therte. Anokther telex expressed
an interest in "bank secceey® sitvatiens. Other documents '
identified interests in high-tech transfers to the United
Eingdos, numerous properties under the conktrel of the Finders, .
a keen interest In terrorism, explosives, and the evasion of
law enfoccement,  Also Foumd in the "compober room® was & "
Aetailed summary of the events scrrounding the acrcest and
taking inte custody of the Ewo adults and six children in
Tallahassee, Pleride on the previous night. There were also 2
eet of instruetions which ‘appeared to be broadcast via a |
computer netwoark whalch advised participants to move "the

" ehildren” and kesp khem movipng through different ju:;ﬂdictlnns,
and insztrueeions en how to avoid police attention.

Orie of the regidents was lduntifitd 42 &8 Chineze Wational. ©Due

ta the telex discovered ceferencing the Chinese Embassy in Hang

Eang, he was fully ideptified for future reference:
HARG/Gengxin, DOBRSOPET4T, POBSTianjin, Fecple's Republic of
China Passpdbzk Fe. 324559, entered the U.5. on Jamuargy 12,

1937, admitted uatil pecedber 31, 15%87. He le in Ehe Uﬂs;'as a°

graduate student in kthe Aratomy Department of Georgekown
Oniversity. Bis Yisa wis issued or Hovember 10, 19B6, in -
Loaden, Breland, nuembar 00143, :

pucring the eourse of the evenlng, I contacted Secter 4 ta
initiate & TECS check on SILVEIRSTONE, 2nd initiate an archives
check en Rim for the last four vears. I also contacked ES5FA
Eolloran to %eep him advisecd of the proceedings and asked for
and received peemizsfon te contackt 22/% Johmn Sullivan of the
CPPU to guefy =Some namesS throogh the CFFU data base. 55/
Halloran tald mz he would call Socccheast Regicon EBeadguarckteis boO
keep them posted on the prucegsdings as well, 1 later contacted
s55/M Zullivan Eor the stakaed purpose, and 1n the Jdizcussion
thae follovwed, I gave him some Lackground an the purpese of the
reguest, I advised him thae the infermation was not foc
disseszination at Headguarters, that Region was belng noblified,



ané that Regian would praobanly contack Headgquaeters later [f
Jeemed necessary. S5/h Sullivan assured me thazt the
Information would go no further unkil official notlficaticn wvas
made by Region, MWe positive metches were oBbtained From the
CFPU data base, I was later Joined abk the W Street address by
S8k Harcold,  SS5/M Earpold sdvised me thit there ween
extremely large gqguantities of documeats and conputer eguipment
2k the wareheowsze, and thabt HFD was pPosting wfficers inside Ehe
building khere and zealing the building until morning, ILn Yhick
a second wagrant for that premises would be chtained and
exacuted, 55/ Harrald also advized me ehak tha news medla had
bean notifisd and had beesn waiting for the sxecu*ien 6f the
Harrank &b the dbh Streck address.. Detective Bradlev later
stated that the HPD Public Informaticn Officer had baeen
eapbacted by a Tallahassse reporter. Whens it became appacent
the P10 had no information on the seareh warrants, the repottecr
contacted local media representatives and a check of public * - -
tecords conktaining the affidaviecs for the seacch warrants - %5 ’
disclosed the locatiens and purpose of the Warranks. Detective
Eradley surmised that someone om khe Tallahassee Folice :
DepatTtment was the wriginal =zevrce of infocmatica for the
press. T advised S5S/4 Helleran of the tnvelvemsn: of bhe
press, and he stated thet he would, in turn, cglay the
information to Regien. 55/ EBacrold and I assisted in the .
transport of the evidencd =seized pursuant ko the wirrant” and
cleared MPD after the.press left the area.

On rFriday, 2/6/87, I met Detective Bradley at the werehouse an-
ith Strest, W.E, "I duly advised my acting group Eupervisor,
5E/h Don Bludwerth: I was agein graated unlimited accese Ea

the premlses. I was able Lo ebserve numerous docupents Whnich
desecribed explicit sexual conduck bsiween the membegs of Ehe
cemmuniby known as Einders. I also saw a latge colléection of
photogeaphs of unidentified perszons. Some of the photographs -
were nudes, believed to be of members of Pinders, “hers were
numersus photos of children, same nude, 2k leask ong oF which
was a photo of a child "en display” and appearing to accent the
child's genitals. I was anly able teo examine a very small
amount of the photes at this time. Eowever, ane af ks
afficers presented me with a phete album for my review.- The
2lbum contained & serles 'of phetos of adelts afnd children
deessed in whike sheets pacticipating in & *blooa riteal.* The
fitwval centered around the executicn of 2t leask twg goate,

The photes portreped the exesvelen, disembowglment, skinning
and dismenberment of the goats at the hands of ehe children.
this included the removal of the testes of a male goakt, Ethe
discovery of a female Qo3t's "womb® and the *baby gozts" inside
the womb, and the presentation of a goxts head to cne aof Lhe
children. ' ’

Fucrther inspaection of the premicses dizclozed rilferous Files
relating to activities of the organization $n different pacts
0f the vorld. Locaticns I obsecved are as follows: London,
Germany, the Eahamasg, Japan, Leng kRong, Halaysia, Africa, cCosta
fica, and "Zurope.® There was also a [ile identificd acs ’



"Palestinlen,® Oeher files were [denciflad Ly memker nare o
"Froject' name, The ?ﬂ:je:ts'a?pezring Lo be epereted (or
commerciil purpeses uader Erant nemes far cha Findecs, strece
w25 one file enecdireied “PFentasgon Breau-Iam,* and Cthery which
referred to members sptrating in foreign countries. jpgs
obzerved 5y me but relaced by 2n EPD eificer, vare intelligence
files on private families hot related ta the Finders, Tha
Precess undertaken 2gpears to have been a SyEbrakls ¢esgonse to
leeal Méwspaper advettisements far aekvsitters, tutors, ete. A
mMEmber of the Finders weuld Fe3pond and gathec &5 mueh -
iafoacmation as possibie abour the habits, identivy, nCccupatian,
eLc., <f the family, <Tha Uie to which this infeemation was to
be put 13 gei{11 UA%Iown. Thece was alss 4 lérge amount of Aaka
¢ollected on vagious cnlld care CEginizatfans,

The warohouse contained 4 large library, tun kltchens, a sauna,
Bob-tub, and a "vigeg roon.* Tha video foom seemed ko be ser
Up 43 an lndoctrinatisn centec, It alsc apprared that khe T,
erganizatien had the Capapility to producs {ts e¥n vidaps," %
Thece were whag appeered to he tralnring areas far ehildiea and
“hat zppeared te Ba ap altac set up.in & Fesiderelal azes of
the warahapse. Many j2rz of uriae aad Eeces warm lccatad in
Ehis areas. B

I should alss mentlon that both premisez ware equinped with
Fatesllites Aish antennasg, * .

I discussed the course ol actien to be bikes by HPD wity R
Jatestive Bradlay. He stared hs«w::,anly Intereseed ip making
the child abuse case[s), "I was assurad Ehat all of the
evidence would he a¥allable tg y,s5; Cuseoms in furtherance of
any invlatiqat191!crlminil ackicn pursusd, ypp FEISgAne]l wers
Lo b2oin 2round the clack Eeview and sorting of the tvidence
tnzil completed. cCuskoms will have access alter this is
eceomplished, <This will include several p.s, Passpocts
discoverad during the ssarch, )

Upen leaving thae 4bh Etreer premises, 1 Encountered a news
media represestative and was Asked the reason behind p:s.
Customs isvelvement inm the investigatian, g advized tha
ftepockter that I could not disgusxs an¥thlng and teferced. h3r to -
the RAC/DC. T lefte imradiately thereafter, :

There i3 no fuarkher infermation availabla a2t this time. It
=hould take three to Five days for all the infeormaticn te be
scrked, reviewed, legged by the Mrp, I will maintain cantack
with Deteotive Bradley untll tha svidence s again aecessibly.,

Respectfully submitred,

Ramon J. Hapkinez
Special Agenk, USCS
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On Thursday, February 23~ 1987 - Senior Special Agent Farrold ang I
assisted the Washingten, D.C. Metropolitan Police Department '
(MPD) with two sge.rch'wa_rrants' involving the possible sexuzl
‘exploitation of chlldren. - ,During_ the course of the search
varrants, numsrous documeats were discevered which zppeared to be
concerned with international trafficking 4n children, high tech
transfer to the United Kingdom, and international transfer of
currency. : . '
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DETAILE OF IKVESTIGATION:

on Mareh 31, 1987, I contacted [Petective James Bradley of the
Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Pelice Department {MFD). I.was to-
meet with Detective Brzdley to review the documents sefzed..
pursuant %o two search warrants gxecuted in February 1587. The
reeting wes to take place on April 2 or 3, 1287- tow

on April 2, 1987, I arrived at WPD.at appresimately 9:00 a.o.
Detective Bradley was not availeble. I spoke to a third party whe
was willing to discusz the case with me on & strictly "off the
record™ basis. )

I was advised that 211 the pessport data had been turned ever to
the State Departoment for their investigation. The 3tate
Depar<cent in turn, advissd MPD that =211 travel and use of the
passports by the holders of the passports was within the law and -
no action would be taken. This included travel to Hescow, Nerth

" korea, and Horth Vietnam from the late 1950's to mid 1970's.

The individual further zédvised me of eircurstances which
indicated that the investigation inte the activity of the FINDERS .
hed becoms ,_inte . The MPD report has been,

claczified secret and .was not aveilable for rteview. T wes
advised that the FBI had withdrawn frce the investigation several
weeks prior and that the FBI Forsign Counter Intelligence
Division had directed MPD not to advise the FBI Washingten Field
Office of anything that had transpired. )

No further information will be zvailable. Ho further action will
be taken. :

ACTION T0 BE TAXEN Bf LESD/TZCS:

Ko action to te taken on the basis of this report.
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A GREAT job of reporting by esteenmabl e CTRL nmenber M. Kenn Thonas.

Lots to think about. The players, but no game say M. Pettie,... naybe?
Hmm . .

Lots of other great articles and pixs. G out and find, if you are serious.

Merry Christmas, Ted.

The Finders' Keeper: An Interview w th Marion Pettie

By Kenn Thomas and Len Bracken, ©1998

A 1994 reference work- on utopian comunities refers to the Finders as "a

rat her spont aneous non-organi zation ... Their overall approach to life is to
nake it into a game--a chall engi ng and educati onal process where the rul es
change fromweek to week, day to day, sonetimes even by the hour."” Contrast
that with investigator Ted Qunderson's handwitten description, attached to
Treasury Departnent menoranda on the Finders that Ted Qunderson circul ates in
a i nfo-packet about the group: "the Finders are a "G A front established in
the 1960s. It has TOP CLEARANCE and PROTECTION in its ASSI GNED task of

ki dnappi ng and torture-programm ng young children throughout the US. Menbers
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are specially trai ned GOVERNVENT KI DNAPPERS known t o be sexual degenerates who
i nvol ve children in Satanic sex orgies and bloody rituals as well as murders
of other children and sl aughter of aninmals."”

The Finders group found itself in the news in February 1987 when an anonynous
cal l er phoned police to report tw formally dressed men (M chael Houlihan and
Dougl as Amer nan) supervi sing six casually dressed children--according to
police, they were unkenpt, disheveled and brui sed--at Myers Park in

Tal | ahassee, Florida. The police charged the nen, menbers of the Finders, with
child abuse, and Detective JimBradl ey of the netropolitan police in

Washi ngton, DC, used the arrest as a pretext to raid one of the Finders'
properties there, Bradley's nen seized evidence they said may have been

i ndicative of an organized ring of pedophilic child ki dnappers who made ani nal
sacrifices to Satan.

A report by CQustons Special Agent Ranon J. Martinez clained that docunt
found at the Finders property "reveal ed detailed instructions for obtaining
children for unspecified purposes. The instructions included the inpregnation
of femal e nenbers of the community known as the Finders, purchasing children
tradi ng, and ki dnapping. One telex specifically ordered the purchase of two
children in Hung Kong to be arranged through a contact in the Chi nese enbassy
there-" Martinez also reported that the seized Finders evidence incl uded
"numer ous photos of children, sonme nude, at |east one of which was a photo of
a child 'on display' and appearing to accent the child' s genitals ... a series
of photos of adults and children dressed in white sheets participating in a
"blood ritual."” The ritual centered around the execution, disenbowel nent,
ski nni ng and di snenbernent of the goats at the hands of the children, this
i ncluded the renoval of the testes of a male goat, the discovery of a female
goat's 'wonb' and the 'baby goats' inside the wonb and the presentation of a
goat's head to one of the children.”

Despite this, charges against the men in Tall ahassee were dropped, the
children were sent home to their parents unharmed (al though the court attached
conditions to the return of two of then), and prosecutions were not pursued in
DC. Police authorities both in DC and Florida conpl ai ned that the case was
m shandl ed because the Finders work for the QA Wen Mirtinez went to neet
with Detective Bradley to review the case, he was directed to a third party
who advi sed that all the passport data fromthe seized Finders material check
out as legal According to Martinez, "the individual further advised nme of
ci rcunst ances which indicated that the investigation into the activity of the
Finders had becone a CIA internal matter. The MPD (DC metropolitan police)
report has been cl assified secret and was not available for review | was
advised that the FBI had withdrawn fromthe investigation several weeks prior
and that FBlI Foreign Counter Intelligence D vision had directed MPD not to
advise the FBI Washington Field office of anything that had transpired.”

The Justice Departnment rel eased Martinez's report and ot her documents about
the Finders when it opened a new investigation into the group's activities in
1993, in part to determne if the A had put the kibosh on the 1987
i nvestigation. One nmeno clained that the "C A nade one contact and adnmitted to
owni ng the Finders organi zation as a front for a domestic conputer training
operation, but that it had gone bad." The operation, called Future
Enterprises, had hired a Finder, but disnssed hi mwhen his connection to the
group was exposed. North Carolina s Denocratic representative Charlie Rose and
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Florida's Republican representative Tom Lewi s supported and publicized that

i nvestigation, as did a forner ClA operative naned Skip 4 enmens (reported upon
by Chris Roth in Steanshovel Press #111 see al so pp. 295-296 of Popul ar

Ali enation.)

The Finders have nore-or-|less rational explanations for even the nost bizarre
behavior attributed to them especially in the context of a group that exists
to chall enge soci al paradigns. Even the goat sacrifices, known as "Goatgate"
to the group, have been attributed to the Finders just play-acting at being
wi t ches and warl ocks, another "gane" to dunbfound | ookers-on. Many of the

Fi nders' ganes serve as parody or put-on. The store wi ndows of its offices

i nclude strange scarecrow artifacts and bunper sticker slogans |ike "Cal
Police" with the letter "C' m ssing. The words "Prom se Keepers" adorn the
marqui s of an old theater owned by the Finders, although their meani ng-perhaps
sonething to do with the manic Mn of the infanmous Christian novenent Prom se
Keepers--is lost to strangers. Not all the weirdest at Finders HQ is Finders
gener ated, however. Travelers arrive at Finders headquarter in CQul peper,
Virginia, an hour and a half northwest of Washington, DC, via state route 666

The Tal | ahassee inci dent and subsequent interest placed the Finders'
reputation at the center of DC s conspiracy culture. That's no small feat in a
town where Operation Monarch sex-slave operations and powerful pedophilic
politicians rule the runor roost. Steanshovel editor Kenn Thomas and aut hor
Len Bracken (whose 1990 novel Freeplay included fictionalized reference to the
Fi nders) dropped in unannounced at the Finders facilities. At the tinme, eight
former nmenbers had filed a chancery action against the group to recover noney
t hey had pooled into they currently consi dered a defunct partnership. Mre

evi dence that Goatgate did cost the Finders noney and nenbers. Marion Pettie
was still holding court in CQul peper, however, and granted the -followi ng
impronptu interview It is presented here as a rare | ook at the controversies
surrounding the group, verbatimfromthe perspective of the main personality
at its core

Q How far back can you trace the origins of the Fi nders?

A- | had two apartnents back in the 30s and 40s in Washi ngton and just kept
open house. It was supported by the gift econony and I would throw somet hing
in, Sone people would say | threwin ny good taste. So anyway, it goes bark
that far. Four people here with me now have been with ne for over twenty-five
years- In fact, | kept another thing called the Free State back in the hippy
period, back in the nountains here.

Q The Free State?

A- Yeah, it was called the Free State and it
was known all over the world.

Q This was where?

A, About twenty miles fromhere. About a hundred people would usually be there
at any one time. A few other people have done that. A man naned CGottlieb, have
you ever heard of him a nusician? He kept open house |ike that and the

gover nment came out and closed himdown. But the local authorities let nme keep
it going up there.
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Q This was the 40s?

A: No, we've noved up to the 60s here. Before that, just to give you an idea
of the tine period, the sheriff cane out and put a gun on nme one day and said,
"show me some ID." | showed it to himand he says, "Ch, | know you. You're the
guy what keeps beatniks." So | kept open house to beatniks. W' re talking
about the 50s now. Going back to World War 11, 1 kept open house mainly to
intelligence and counterintelligence people in Washi ngton. OSS peopl e passi ng
through, things like that. So the open house at that tine was nore or less at
that | evel. The main ones were beatni ks, though, |ike D ck Dabney. Ever heard
his name?

Q Wat's the nane?

A, D ck Dabney, He was the nunber two king of the beatni ks in Washington and a
novel i st.

Q But the group is basically different fromthe Kerouac/ G nsberg/ Burroughs
type crowd?

A, | just keep open house. That's about all | do. It changes as people show
up. Basically, we have about 600 acres up there and a few houses and people
who are here nore or |ess permanently now They spend part of the time in this
town [ CQul pepper] and part of the time in DC and part of the tinme up in the
nount ai ns, and another part traveling all over the world.

Q But it's still basically the same drift in, drift out kind of thing.

A: Nobody si gns anyt hi ng.

Q It's an interesting philosophical difference with the culture at |arge.

A, Personally, 1'd say the only thing that has been different is --1"'mcl osest
to bei ng Taoi st.

Q | noticed you have a Lao Tzu quote framed on the wall there.

A, Two ministers were going to cone over here and pray for nme. | thought you
two m ght have been them

Q [laughter]

A, They said they had a problemw th me being a skeptic and nme being in this
t own.

Q There's a church next door. That's got to be difficult.
A How so?

0: | was thinking in terns of having a bohemi an crowd around. Also, that's a
real thing to infiltrate in terms of the intelligence agenci es.

A, Some investigators back in the 60s tailed me for four years. At first they
said they thought | was a dope dealer big tine because, | didn't use it
nmysel f. Then they decided that | was a front for the ClA They asked | was a
front for the CIA. O course | wouldn't have told them anyway, but | asked
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t hose people, they said they ran the nanme through the conputer and they said,
"No, we don't own that guy." So then the investigator says, "l've been working
on you for four years and | can't figure out what you're doing. Wat the hell
are you doing?" So the point is that actually I'mnot doing anything, just

enjoying life and working on good ideas all of the tinme. | considered when |
was 12 years old that ny mssion in life was to know everything and do
not hi ng.

Q | wonder if in the 1950s you ever encountered the name WI hel m Reich or any
of the Reichian people?

A: Ch yeah.

Q Do you have any specific nenories about that?

A At that particular time | also kept open house mainly to the humani st
psychol ogy novenment. They woul d conme up to the country and have all these
various gatherings and novenents and sone of them were Reichians. But

woul dn't say that |1'man expert on Reich. | think I've read nost of his books.
| would say that | had an interest but |I don't really have any inside
connection to that personally.

Q Reich's last years were in Jail, as you know, and he was consi dered
paranoi d, and they burned his books and all that. He was considered paranoid
because he said he was a victimof a Rockefeller conspiracy. But Rockefeller
was the noney behind the New Republic which ran an anti-Reich snear canpaign
and whose editor, Mchael Straight, |later confessed to being a Soviet spy.

A: He was a little bit paranoid, they said ... when a plane would go over, hed
say it was one of Rockefeller's planes..

Q E senhower's..
A- It mght have been a mixture of both of those.

Q Wat do you make then of these stories that connect the Finders up to a
pedophilia ring in the Cl A?

A- The pedophiles and all that stuff..
Q That's all smear?

A; | just kept open house to a |lot of the counter-intelligence and

intelligence people over the years. | have been reported to their security
officers probably plenty of tines for trying to find out what's going on in
the world. I've tried all of ny life to get behind the scenes in the CIA |

sent my wife in as a spy, to spy on the CIA for nme. She was very happy about
it, happy to tell ne everything she found out. She was in a key place, you
know with the records, and she could find out things for ne. And nmy son wor ked
for Air Amrerica which was a proprietary of the

G A There are sone connections, but not to nme personally.

Q But do you have any suspicions ... the Finders sounds |like a real open

group that attracts a lot different elements ... disinformation stories could
be planted by certain elenents to try to connect it to pedophilia..
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A: The reason the C A wouldn't hire ne is that they woul dn't have the contro
factor over ne. That's one of the things. They may have used ne at sone tine
wi t hout me knowing it. They have categories of unwitting agents. Maybe you two
were sent here by them But |'mpretty open about this kind of stuff, though
They wouldn't hire ne as a contract enployee because 1 wouldn't sign the
papers. Anybody that's a contract enployee nust sign an agreement and then

t hey pay you out the noney. Well, | don't

need the nmoney, but | amtrying to find out all about them Basically, the one
sentence about the CIAis that | have been studying them since before they
were burn, | was studying themback in the 30s. It was ON

Back then [OFfice of Naval Intelligence], and then the Coordi nator of

I nformation cones on, and after that it turns. into the G8S and GSS turns into
the ClAU and the CIAU_ turns into the CIA. So |I've been studying that all of
my life. But | wasn't personally working for them

Q The renown case, of course, took place in Florida
Al Wuld you like to hear about it?
Q 1'd like to hear everything you have to say about it, actually.

A, It's very sinple, W had the kids and the general idea was that they woul d
go up to the country up there, twenty nmles fromhere, and they would go to
school, a self-governing school. Adults would be available to them
intelligent, well-balanced people. And they would never be alone with it kid
so that no one could accuse them of any pedophiles stuff. At |least two would
have to be there. As far as | know, they did all that. Then they were just
taking themon a canping trip to Florida. There were four intellectuals with
them and they just happen to drive into a park and sonebody was suspi ci ous
because the two nmen were well

dressed They had four people with themon the trip and they were all well -
educat ed, wel|-bal anced people. So | don't think them

was any funny stuff going on.
Q There were just police suspicions?

A: Wl |, sonmebody called up and said, "there's two well-dressed men with sone
kids in a van over there," So the police come and then they take them down and
by their standards these well-dressed men weren't answering the questions
properly- So then they call ed Washi ngton and sonebody in the Washi ngton police
says, "Yeah, we know those people. They're Finders and we're just about to
find out what they're up to up here and we'll use this as an excuse to go in
there and rig them™

Q So you were still under surveillance by them

A: Surveillance? | have been personally, | know for forty years because in
other countries and so forth, counter-intelligence, conme out and want to know
what !'in doing ... if you go around acting nysterious and just find out

what's going on, naturally, people come to find out what it is.

6 of 10



[CTRL] The Finders' Keeper: An Interview with Marion Pettie

Q So then it snowballs. First there are unfounded suspicions by these people
and the police. The local police connect to here in Washington and they say,
"oh yeah, we know about the Finders" :and that plays into their paranoia.

A, Then it goes back down to here.- Like 1 said, in the 60s | was under
surveillance for four years, from'64 to '68, and they get all their files out
and everybody starts conparing them Basically, they come up with i dea tt
"we don't know what with the, idea they're doing. We don't know who they're
connected with," Wat were those people called in Holl and?

Q The Provos?

A: Yeah. We are nore or less like Provos or Situationists or sonething |like.
Actually, we're not connected w th anybody, other than trying to know what's
going on the world and inprove the world a little bit.

Q So you haven't heard anything nore about that? A guy named Skip Cl enons
took all this and turned it into, "this is a Satanic cult.” Apparently his
daughter actual ly successfully prosecuted sonebody for satanic ritual abuse at
a Montessori school. Have you heard of this?

A, Ch yeah. Maybe this is sonething big.

Q There's also a conputer trainingcenter that was actually training ClA guys
how t o operate, right?

A. There's sone partial truth toit. W go out and do energency services and
get enploynent for a |l ot of people. So one of themwas in there working, where
you' re tal ki ng about, but we didn't have any connecti on ot her than one man

goi ng down there. And the man didn't know it but he was so-called "hiring a
Finder". Tile conpany was actually doing training for the A W had no
particul ar connection to that man ot her than what anybody el se would call a
tenp worker. But it looks Ilike on the surface that it all ties together- A lot
of these things do happen, but we're not connected anynore than any of the
individuals in the Provo of the Situationists were. Maybe there are sone

peopl e who have been around here have been doing sone intelligence work. |
don't know about it. Mainly, there's no connection and it's just like I'm
telling you- Individuals, |I don't know People show up. They may be sent here
by the CIA, the FBI, the state police or anybody.

Q Having it such a loose association furthers that. It's not like you join
the Finders and get a nenbership card.

A, That's right.

Q It's a scene. Drop in, drop out.

A: There's no such thing as the Finders. It's just a group termfor people who
like to hang around nme. That could be anybodyThere's nothing in witing.

There's not even a group,

Q | notice you're reading Arthur Koestler's Thirteenth Tribe. Is that a
particul ar interest of yours? D d you know Koestl er?
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A- | didn't know him but | really like his books, his style of witing.
Q D d you know Ti m Leary?

A, Yeah.

Q Was he in and out of the Finders scene?

A, At one time, when he was up in New York, he would send peopl e down here and
sonbody[sic] got tired of something down here, they would go up there. It was
a pretty close connection. He gave ne LSD but | never took it. I kept it in
the ice box in case | wanted to take it. | figured it nust be pretty good if
it cane fromhim

Q D d he ever ask you about it afterward?

A: No. Actually, one of the people connected with Leary accidental ly burned

t he house down. He was; putting in a sauna and he was so efficient he burned

t he house down and burned the LSD up- | never did take it, But | had a
particularly close connection to himat that tine, were tal king about the 60s
again, by me running a place down here and himrunning one up there and peopl e
goi ng back and forth all of the tine.

STEAVMBHOVEL DEBR S, The Finders
Readers will rind the nost interesting naterial that circul ates

about the Finders below It comes froman nmeno entitled "lnvestigative Leads"
with the attribution that It was "produced sonetinme during the
1980s/ aut hor shi p unknown. "

Petti e nmet Joseph Chiang, a chinese agent operating under Journalistic cover,
in 1939 and remained in close contact with himthroughout the war. Around this
time Pettie also made Connections with the CSS, through George Varga, Earl D
Brodi e and Ni ck Von Neuman (John Von Neumann's brother) -- all |owevel OSS
offciers. Sonetine near the end of the war, Chiang introduced Pettie to
Charles E. nmarsh, at the National Press Club. Marsh, who ran the best private
intelligence network of his era and was an intinmate of FDR, Henry \allace and
| at er Lyndon Johnson, became, Pettie's nentor and rol e nodel, shapiong]sic]
his career. (Marsh's nentor and role nodel was Col onel Edward M House, who
was a personal advisor to President WIlson, circa 1919, often nentioned in
connection to the Council on Foreign relations). Marsh died in Decenber 1964.
Hi s | ast known address was Austin, Texas.

In the 1950s and 60s Marsh provi ded funds for Pettie to purchase hundreds of
acres of farm and in Madi son and Rappahannock Counties, near his estate in
Cul peper County. Later Petty arranged for WIliam Yandell Eliott (1896- ) of
Harvard University to purchase a property adjacent to him in" Mdison County.
Elliott was a governnent professor at Harvard University who was on the
Nat i onal Security Council's planning board and a trustee of Radio Liberty
(sponsored by the A A). As of 1984 Elliott was a board nmenber of Accuracy in
nmedi a. Wote numerous books.
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In 1946 Pettie, acting as chauffeur to General Ira Eaker, Marsh arranged for
himto be trained in counterintelligence in Baltinore, Maryland. Around this
time Pettie established close ties to two guards of atom bonb secrets, Captain
M chael Atier (?) and Major Harry Wil anin, both retired. In 1954 Pettie
recruited Eric Heiberg who | ost his NSA cl earance at about this tinme. Heiberg
was redepl oyed as a private investigator and subsequently as a tal ent spotter
at CGeorgetown University (now retired). Pettie received intelligence training
at CGeorgetown University in 1956 and was sent to USAF intelligence training
school in Frankfurt, Germany in 1956-1957. Through Marsh, Pettie got his wife
ajob with the A from 1957 to early 1961, working in Washi ngton as secretary
and in Germany for the Chief of Station, Frankfurt- Colonel Leonard Wi gner,
USAF (deceased 1990) trained Pettie and advised Pettie retire fromactive
mlitary service and surround hinself with kooks, recruiting agents from youth
hostel s and uni versities. Major George Varga becane Pettie's case officer,
relaying Weigner's instructions until Varga died in the 1970s,

Under Varga's instructions, Pettie recruited a network of agents in Europe,
including Dr. Keith Arnold (recruited in Paris in 1958) who he acconpanied to
Moscow i n 1959 or 1960. Arnold, currently based in Hong Kong wi th the Roche
Foundati on, has rmade over 40 trips to mai nland China and has stayed in contact
with Pettie. In the 1960s Pettie established connections with the 'beat’
nmovenent . Nornan Mailer and Di ck Dabney (died in Novenber 1981) frequented his
Virginia farm Dabney's wi dow Dana has extensive files on Pettie. Peter

G | lingham (internedi ate Technol ogy. Palo Alto, CA) and Chri stopher Sonne
(currently Goldman saches, NY) met Pettie in Moscow in 1961. In the early 60s
Pettie all owed Ral ph Borsodi and MIldred Looms to use his Virginia property
for the School of Living, a 'decentralist' one-world governnent front

organi zation. Around 1964 Pettie recruited Bosco Nedel covic and depl oyed him
to penetrate the Institute for Policy Studies (he is currently an interpreter
at the war College in Washington). In 1967 or 1968 Pettie established a
"futurist, network, assisting Edward S. Cornish in founding the Wrld Future
Soci ety and working through Roy Mason and John Naisbitt. At this tine Pettie
al so penetrated the hippy drug culture through retired naval intelligence
officers Waiit Schneider (Tinmothy Leary and Billy H tchcock's private pilot)
and Wllard Poul sen (cut out bewtween[sic] Pettie activities and those of
Leary at m |l brook), In 1971 Pettie infiltrated the 'human potential"’

novenent, setting up Ken Kesey (Living Love) as a prom nent guru and worKing
through Dr. Stephen Beltz (related to Judith Beltz, a behavior nodification
specialist nore recently deployed to the Institute of Qultural Affairs and the
Meta Network cult.

Christopher Bird, former C A officer who served in Japan and a psych warfare
specialist in the Arny, and author of New Age and occult books has al so been
associated with Pettie. Bird wote The Secret Life of Plants with Peter
Tonpki ns, New York: Avon, 1974, Tonpkins wote on new age subjects |ike the
pyram ds, and once served in the OSS (now anti-ClA).

Pettie's activities took a different turn in 1979 when he recruited John J.
Cox. founder of general Scientific (a conputer firmspecializing in classified
def ense, contracts). Cox trained several of Pettie's Finders in conputer
programmi ng and communi cati ons technol ogi es and took two or nore O themto
Costa R ca and Panama in 1980-81. Cox worked through M guel Barzuna, a

prom nent Costa Ri can noney | aunderer, the Vienna, Virginia-based Institute
for International Devel opment and Cuban exile Emlio Rivera in Costa R ca and
Panama. Through Cox, Pettie and the Finders |linked up with several Washi ngton
area conputer-oriented groups, including Conmmunity Conputers, a front
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organziation[sic] for The Conmunity, a cult run by Mchael R os (aka M chael
Versacc). (Pettie's son, David Pettie, is a nenber of the Cormunity, Pettie's
ot her son, George, may be the one who was in Air America) Cox also recruited
Theordore[sic] G reiss (wfe; Ann), 4 reston-based conputer progranmrer and

hi ghly active nenber of Werner Erhard Semi nars (EST). Cox also recruited Susan
Gabriel and Judith Beltz as couriers. Pettie and Cox have sinulated a failing
out and pretend to be enemes...

Pps 2-10
from STEAVBHOVEL PRESS, PCB 23715, St. Louis, MD 63121

Al oha, He' Ping,

Om Shal om Sal aam
Em Hot ep, Peace Be,
Omi a Bona Boni s,
All My Rel ations.
Adi eu, Adios, Al oha.
Aen.

Roads End

Kris
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CTRL is a discussion and infornational exchange list. Proselyzting propagandic
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nazi's need not apply.

Let us please be civil and as al ways, Caveat Lector.

To subscribe to Conspiracy Theory Research List[CITRL] send email:
SUBSCRI BE CTRL [to:] [EMAIL PROTECTED]

To UNsubscri be to Conspiracy Theory Research List[CTRL] send enuil :
SIGNOFF CTRL [to:] [EMAI L PROTECTED

Oom

e [CTRL] The Finders' Keeper: An Interview with Marion Pettie RoadsEnd
o Re: [CTRL] The Finders' Keeper: An Interview with Marion Pettie Kenn Thomas

¢ Reply via email to

RoadsEnd

10 of 10



<Untitled>

Copyright 1987 The Washington Post

The Washington Post

February 12, 1987, Thursday, Final Edition
SECTION: METRO; PAGE B1

LENGTH: 1112 words

HEADLINE: Officials Weigh Future of Finders’ Children; Two
Members Plead Not Guilty to Misdemeanor Neglect Charges in
Florida

BYLINE: Marc Fisher, Victoria Churchville, Washington Post Staff Writers

BODY: As police wind down their investigations of the Washington-based Finders commune, the process
begins to determine the future of the six children found unkempt and hungry in a van with two Finders
members in Florida last week -- a process that experts said yesterday is likely to be long and complex.

The children, who range in age from 2 to 7, will remain in emergency shelters until a March 9 hearing at
which child advocates will argue that the youngsters should be declared dependents of the state, said
Connie Ruggles, spokeswoman for the Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services in
Tallahassee.

While Florida law requires that the state try to reunite families, the state’s neglect law may prevent that.
And cases in other states provide precedent for dramatic state intervention in child-rearing by religious or
communal groups.

The two Finders members found with the children, Douglas Ammerman, 27, and Michael Holwell, 23,
pleaded not guilty yesterday to a misdemeanor charge of child neglect in Tallahassee.

Prosecutor C.L. Fordham told Leon County Judge George Reynolds Il that the $ 100,000 bond set for
each of the two Finders members is justified by the mystery surrounding the case. Reynolds appointed a
public defender to represent the men, who previously said they had a private attorney. Ammerman and
Holwell have refused to answer questions.

The Finders, a secretive group of about 20 people who lived communally, generally refuse to talk about
the group to outsiders. Their leader, Marion Pettie, advocates a philosophy of "falling limp," both
physically and mentally, in the face of opposition. During his arrest last week, Holwell pretended to faint
and had to be carried to a police car, police said.

The Finders’ failure to seek custody of the children has puzzled Florida authorities. While spokesmen for
the group in Washington say the mothers want their children back, no one from the Finders has contacted
state officials, Ruggles said.

"We don’t even know who the parents are," she said.
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But a spokeswoman for the group said last night that the five mothers were already on their way to
Tallahassee to reclaim their children.

"They waited to finish the FBI interviews first before they went to Tallahassee," said Diane Sherwood,
who said the women were in San Francisco Feb. 4 when the men were arrested.

"The mothers wanted to go right to Tallahassee, their first instinct was to go right for the children . . . [but]
the FBI was asking them to come to Washington, so it seemed like the thing to do. We thought there’d be
papers here, a subpoena or something. We didn’t really know where to go first.”

Sherwood said the mothers were not aware of the arrests until two days later. A Finders spokesman said
previously that communication among group members had been fragmented by police seizures here of
sophisticated computer hookups and long-distance telephone numbers.

A Finders member reached at the group’s warehouse yesterday said the "father of record" of each child is
not necessarily that child’s biological father.

"We don’t consider fatherhood to be a healthy concept," said the man, who spoke on condition that he not
be named. "We're all fathers of all the kids and any man who has a good relationship with the child is the
father."

Sherwood ridiculed the accusations of abuse. "A hundred thousand dollars bond for a misdemeanor? What
were the charges -- dirty faces and mismatched clothes? . . . If there was a mistake in judgment, it was a
mistake in judgment; it's not child abuse."

Nevertheless, Sherwood said, the mothers felt that if they had been left in charge of the children, there
would have been no allegations of abuse.

Despite the Finders’ unorthodox child-rearing philosophy, Ruggles said "an alternative life style is not
automatically neglect. But if the parents come forward and object to state custody, we would investigate
the home situation."

Under Florida’s neglect law, children can be taken by the state if the parents deprive children -- or "allow
children to be deprived" -- of food, clothing, shelter or medical treatment. The Finders say children should
be weaned from their mothers and reared by the group with little adult supervision.

Similar cases have pitted governments against groups with unusual beliefs. In 1984, police and welfare
authorities in Vermont raided the Kingdom Community Church and rounded up 112 children after an
investigation found that children were sometimes whipped with branches or rods for crying, daydreaming
or fibbing. Criminal abuse charges were eventually dropped and prosecutors are now seeking a ruling on
whether church members must send their children to school, said Vermont Attorney General Jeff
Amestoy.

In another case, involving a radical New York commune called the Fourth Wall Repertory Company,
member Marice Pappo said commune leaders took her infant from her because she and the child had
grown too attached. Harold Mayerson, Pappo’s lawyer in a custody suit, said the group denied children
their right to bond with parents. But Martin Stolar, attorney for Pappo’s husband, said the state "has to be
very careful about what it determines is a fit environment.”
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Some psychiatrists argue for state protection of children living in cults and cult-like settings. David
Halperin, a psychiatry professor at Mount Sinai Medical School in New York City, said members of some
such groups often profess to take care of their children, but in fact ignore them.

"Within these groups, the parents tend to focus on their own state of being and children tend to be seen as
an impediment," he said. "A group cannot relate to a child the same way a parent can relate to a child."

This is not the first time the Finders’ child rearing has attracted government attention. A grandmother of
one of the children now in Florida said her grandson and other Finders’ children have been sheltered by
the District twice in recent years. In October 1985, D.C. police picked up two children they found
wandering "cold and hungry" near the group’s warehouse, the grandmother said. A D.C. government
source confirmed that the children were held "for several days" before being released.

One year earlier, District police detained a Finders member who refused to leave the house where she
lived with her mother, the grandmother said. That woman'’s child also was placed in a city shelter
temporarily.

Finders spokesman Robert Gardner Terrell confirmed both incidents, explaining that Finders children are
allowed to roam freely in the country but are supervised in the city.

Stalff writer Ed Bruske contributed to this report.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, DOUGLAS AMMEREMAN, AND MICHAEL HOLWELL DURING
APPEARANCE IN FLORIDA COURTROOM YESTERDAY. EACH IS BEING HELD IN LIEU OF
100,000 BOND. AP
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HEADLINE: Fla. Judge Sends 2 Finders Children To Foster
Homes
BYLINE: Marc Fisher

BODY:

A Florida judge has declared two children of members of the Finders commune to be dependents of the
state. Judge Victor Cawthon last week ordered two children who grew up in the Washington-based
Finders group placed in foster homes.

The judge’s ruling was the final act in the state’s attempt to sort through the affairs of the secretive group
that found itself the subject of intense public scrutiny in February, when police in Tallahassee received an
anonymous phone call about two well-dressed men and six disheveled children in a local park.
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Within hours, police in Florida, Virginia and the District, joined by the FBI and even Interpol, were on the
case. Authorities raided the Finders’ homes, confiscated records and photographs, and publicly speculated
whether the group was involved in satanism, child abuse or pornography. While none of the more lurid
possibilities was confirmed, the Finders proved to be an avowedly private and elusive group of about 20
people, many of whom had lived together since the late 1960s.

Public interest in the Finders quickly centered on their unusual child-rearing philosophy, in which
youngsters were raised communally and were left largely to their own devices.

The two Finders in Florida with children of other group members were held in jail for six weeks, then
released when a judge dismissed child abuse charges. In March, another judge returned four of the
children to their mothers, who had retained a Florida lawyer.

But at the direction of Marion Pettie, the group’s founder and intellectual leader, two mothers, Kristin
Knauth and Pat Livingston, refused to hire a lawyer, argue for the return of their children or even remain
in Florida. They said Pettie told them that since the court had the best interests of the children in mind,
they should not participate in the judicial process, according to Paula Walborsky, a Tallahassee lawyer
who represented the other Finders mothers.

"Those children should have been returned to their mothers, but they didn’t go through the system,"
Walborsky said. "The state felt these mothers had abandoned their children when they returned to
Washington. | saw them with their children, and | know all these women love their children."

Connie Ruggles, spokeswoman for the Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitative Services,
confirmed that the two children, Ben Knauth, 4, and Max Livingston, 6, are in foster homes. She said their
cases will be reviewed every six months. "The judge felt circumstances were not right to reunite them
with their family,"” Ruggles said.

Cawthon had closed the hearing to the public, as is his option in Leon County.

Walborsky said the state presented no evidence that the children were abused or neglected, and the judge
declared the children wards of the state for "educational reasons." Ruggles declined to comment on the
hearing.

George Wisnovsky of the Jacksonville FBI office said the agency "is no longer investigating the Finders."

The Finders, who announced the dissolution of their group in March, are still together and living in
California, according to several people who were in contact with them in Florida. Neither Walborsky nor
Ruggles has spoken to group members in recent weeks.
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HEADLINE: Finding Truth About Finders Proves to Be No
Simple Matter
BYLINE: Marc Fisher, Washington Post Staff Writer

BODY:

In the past week, the Finders have been called both commune and cult. In police accounts, court
documents and the news media, the secretive Washington-based group has been accused of child abuse
and neglect, along with a sometimes nasty type of pranksterism. Simultaneously, the Finders are portrayed
as accomplished academics immersed in a 20-year-old social experiment.

Police, cult-watch groups and reporters have scrambled for information -- with only mixed success --
about the Finders while two members of the group sit in a Tallahassee, Fla., jail cell, facing misdemeanor
charges of neglecting six unkempt children found traveling with them in a van.

Yesterday’s developments in the case of the unusual commune only exacerbated the confusion that
official statements and news accounts have engendered:Virginia state police used a backhoe to dig up a
30-foot-by-12-foot plot of land at a Finders-owned farm in rural Madison County. The police, who were
responding to tips that they would find bodies buried there, found nothing. "The investigation is becoming
routine," said police spokesman Charles Vaughan.

A child abuse expert hired by Florida’s social service agency examined the six Finders children and
concluded that there was insufficient evidence to say whether they had been sexually abused. Nathan
Greenberg, an lllinois psychologist, said he found no evidence of recent physical harm. Tallahassee police
dropped their description of the Finders as a satanic cult, but stood by their statement that two of the
children appear to have been sexually abused.

Tallahassee police continued to hold Finders members Michael Holwell, 23, and Douglas Ammerman, 27,
on misdemeanor charges of child neglect and resisting arrest without violence. And police in Florida filed
an affidavit in which one of the children is quoted as saying that Finders leader Marion Pettie "tells
everyone what to do. He is in charge. We kids slept outside and the mommies slept inside . . . . Mr. Pettie
weans the kids from moms."

The whereabouts of the 66-year-old Pettie, the central figure in the group, remained a secret yesterday.
Former Finders who have been in touch with the group said he is in daily telephone contact with the

group.

The Finders’ unorthodox approach to child raising, a communal upbringing virtually free of supervision,
is the focus of the public debate over a group that has been aggressively private.

Within hours after police in Florida were tipped to the Finders van Feb. 4, and immediately after
Washington police raided two Finders properties here, news accounts and official statements percolated
with talk of abuse, neglect and satanic rituals. The latter accusations were bolstered by the discoveries of a
circle of stones in the backyard of the Finders’ W Street house and of photographs showing members and
their children wearing white robes while slaughtering goats at the group’s Virginia farm.
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But as with all matters involving the group Pettie founded in the late 1960s as an experiment in communal
life, things may not be as they seem. Supporters and critics of the group now agree that the strange rites
are an example of Pettie’s love for playing games, rather than an expression of pagan beliefs.

"Those goats were vicious," said a former Finders member who asked not to be identified. "The group
decided to eat them rather than keep them as pets. To then create a dramatic scene with robes and so on
was to impress the kids of the seriousness of killing an animal."

District and Florida police, after initially using words such as "cult" and "rituals" to describe the Finders,
have softened their rhetoric. The Tallahassee police said they based their early language on District police
accounts. But District police announced Monday that they had no evidence indicating that the Finders had
satanic beliefs.

As investigations into the Finders continue, the evidence does not fit neatly into categories of black or
white.

Some examples of the gray areas:

" Members have argued that the group is being unfairly maligned. At the same time, the group has failed
to cooperate with police in Florida. Tallahassee police yesterday issued a public appeal to Robert Gardner
Terrell, a Finders member who has given numerous media interviews in recent days, to contact Florida
authorities. Terrell said the mothers of the six children have returned to Washington, but aren’t heading to
Florida any time soon.

"We don’t think we’ve done anything wrong and as of right now, we’re not planning to defend ourselves,"
Terrell said yesterday. In a separate interview, he commented that "when you have a storm raging and
your children are stuck on an island, sometimes the best thing is not to cross the raging waters but to wait
until the storm dies down."

Tallahassee police spokesman Scott Hunt said: "This has probably gone far enough. We need to have
face-to-face contact with these people.”

" Finders members and former members concede that they have peppered people they consider to be
opponents with nasty, even abusive letters and telephone calls. That kind of behavior has gotten group
members in trouble with the law, but their defenders say it is simply another case of the public’'s
misunderstanding a group that relishes its position on the fringe of society.

A former Finders member said that members of the group used calls and letters in a "campaign that you
could call harassment" against Arlington County juvenile court Judge Andrew Ferrari in 1983 when
Ferrari ruled that a child of the former member should be separated from the family and placed in a group
home.

Ferrari said he received calls at his office and home from several members of the group who argued that
the child was being deprived of his freedom.

"They didn’t threaten me," the judge said. "The attitude was, 'How could you be so unconstitutional?’ "
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In another case, a lawyer in Culpeper, Va., obtained a court order preventing the Finders from harassing
him about a divorce case in which he represented a former member. The lawyer, John Davies, said Finders
had used letters and phone calls to disconcert him.

In a third case, a former member of the group said the Finders slashed his tires after he rejected their
teachings.

A former member offered by Terrell as an expert on the Finders confirmed that the group does "act as a
mirror on behavior against us. We fight fire with humor. Members would call the judge and say, 'You
better take good care of that kid or he’ll come back some day and go after you.” Now that might seem
harassing to a negative person, but | find it really very funny."

Many of the group’s ways can be explained in a series of aphorisms that Pettie and group members use to
describe their philosophy. "Don’t explain, don’t complain," they say about their secrecy. "Jokes and
pokes" and "brevity and levity" are the slogans they use to explain their passion for humor.

Meanwhile the Finders have decided to talk to the press -- a move one former member called "tantamount
to throwing your religion out the window" -- but have resisted dealing with the government authorities
they have long considered anathema.

"It's not safe to be a communal group in this society," said a former Finder who lived with the group for
four years and remains close to Pettie.

Stalff writer Victoria Churchville contributed to this report.
GRAPHIC: PHOTO, MARION PETTIE.
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HEADLINE: CIA tied to cult accused of abuse ; Justice probes
links to Finders

BYLINE: Paul M. Rodriguez; THE WASHINGTON TIMES

BODY:
A Justice Department special task force is investigating whether the CIA used a cult called the Finders as
a front organization to provide computer training to intelligence agents in the 1980s.

The task force is also trying to determine whether the CIA - in an effort to hide any links with the Finders
- impeded local law enforcement probes of the Washington-area communal group for child abuse in 1987.
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"The central question being asked is: Did the CIA have an association with this group and did it try to shut
down their [state and local officials’] investigations of child abuse for purposes of protecting one or more
of its operations?" said a senior federal law enforcement official familiar with the probe.

A senior CIA official yesterday denied that the agency was involved with the Finders or tried to impede
police probes of the cult.

"Most days we expect our share of unusual questions, but this one is clear off the wall," a CIA spokesman
told The Washington Times.

"Any claim that we obstructed justice in this case is nuts," the spokesman said.

"In fact," he said, reading from a prepared statement, "we cooperated with law enforcement authorities
when questions arose in 1987."

A Washington computer-training company that employed Finders members said it trained CIA personnel,
but the firm’s president denied it was owned by the Finders. He said he was unaware of any use of the
training for covert activities.

Justice Department officials have declined to discuss what, if anything, their probe has uncovered. "We
are still in the review process," a senior official said.

The Finders, a group that has dwindled from about 40 members to fewer than a dozen, made front-page
news in February 1987 when two of its members were arrested in Tallahassee, Fla., on charges of child
abuse.

The case received close media scrutiny partly because of accusations that the group was involved in
satanic rituals, but the charges were dismissed by a Florida judge.

The Justice Department formed the task force in mid-November after several members of Congress
received copies of previously confidential U.S. Customs Service records suggesting a cover-up in the
Finders case to protect the CIA.

The Times has obtained these customs records and documents from both federal and local law
enforcement agencies and the intelligence community that chronicle the investigation of the Finders.

One of the key documents that have prompted the Justice Department and members of Congress to
guestion what happened six years ago is a report dated April 13, 1987, that was written by a junior
Customs Service agent who was on the original team that raided Finders property in Washington and
Virginia.

"The investigation into the activity of the Finders had become a CIA internal matter. . . . [The
Metropolitan Police Department] report has been classified Secret and not available for review," the agent
wrote in his memo to superiors.

"l was advised that the FBI had withdrawn from the investigation several weeks prior and that the FBI
Foreign Counter Intelligence Division had directed MPD not to advise the FBI Washington Field Office
of anything that had transpired," the memo says.
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"No further information will be available. No further action will be taken."

Other Customs Service documents and records from the FBI and Metropolitan Police provide indications
that the CIA had links to the Finders or at least to some of the group’s members.

A Metropolitan Police document dated Feb. 19, 1987, quotes a CIA agent as confirming that his agency
was sending its personnel to "a Finders Corp., Future Enterprises, for training in computer operations."

And a later Customs Service report says that the CIA "admitted to owning the Finders organization as a
front for a domestic computer training operation but that it had 'gone bad.’ "

A senior Customs Service official confirmed the content of the memos and said the agency "only had a
small role in the case.”

A CIA official who asked not to be named confirmed that the agency had sent personnel for computer
training to a company called Future Enterprises Inc.

But he cautioned, "I'm not sure if that was a Finders organization” as suggested by the Metropolitan
Police and Customs Service reports.

Joseph Marinich, the president of Future Enterprises Inc., said he once had a contract to train CIA
employees in computers.

But he denied that he or his firm had any involvement with the Finders or acted as a front company for the
cult on behalf of the CIA. "I'm shocked and appalled that our company’s name exists in any" law
enforcement files.

Mr. Marinich said that when the news reoprts on the Finders broke in February 1987, he discovered that
his tax accountant, R. Gardner Terrell, was a member of the group.

"It was a total surprise to us," and Mr. Terrell's employment was ended, Mr. Marinich said.

Mr. Terrell, who left the Finders a few years ago and no longer lives in the Washington area, could not be
reached. But a friend confirmed that he worked for Future Enterprises while a member of the Finders.

Current and former members of the group said Mr. Terrell's work for Future Enterprises was separate
from the group’s other activities.

Current members of the Finders said they did not have any interest in Future Enterprises and denied
working for the CIA or any other intelligence organization.

"l guess you could say we're odd," said Steve Usdin, a free-lance writer associated with the Finders. "But
we’re not criminal.”

Times Publishing Company

St. Petersburg Times (Florida)

View Related Topics

February 15, 1987, Sunday, City Edition
SECTION: METRO AND STATE; Pg. 1B
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HEADLINE: Finding the Finders // Tangled trail leads to
mystery group
BYLINE: LARRY KING

BODY:
On the southwest summit of a Tallahassee park sits a small playground with a slide, a merry-go-round and
six painted-pony swings.

It was there, 11 days ago, that six ragamuffin tykes romped around Myers Park on a late, cloudy
Wednesday afternoon. Watching them were two neatly dressed, mustachioed men who leaned against a
blue Dodge Sportsman van that stank of rotting produce.

Acting on an anonymous tip, police arrived, charged the men with child abuse and placed the children in
foster care. Soon officials were talking of a devil-worshiping cult, of bloodletting rituals and child
trafficking.

That began the abidingly weird case of six small children and the inscrutable community from which they
came - a secretive, Washington-based group known as the Finders.

Who the children are, how they got to the park, and under what circumstances - none of the answers has
been confirmed. Each seems tied to the practices of the Finders, a communal group led by an elusive
former Air Force sergeant named Marion Pettie.

The group has been called eccentric, playful, brainwashing, loving, destructive, even satanic - a label that
police now admit was wrong.

The only consensus is that the Finders - a group devoted to odd game-playing and permissive, communal
child-rearing - are very unorthodox.

Even critics admit that the Finders’ philosophy is not illegal. But they say the group practices mind control
and unhealthy lifestyles that can harm adults and children.

"It is not illegal what they are doing," says Father Mike Rokos, an executive board member of the national
Cult Awareness Network. "But that doesn't necessarily mean it's right."

"Granted, we have an alternative lifestyle," says a Finders member who claims to be the mother of one of
the children in Tallahassee. "We're different from Mr. and Mrs. America next door."

The children

From the playground, the children went to the Tallahassee police station. The boys said their names were
Max and Ben and John Paul and Bee Bee. The girls went by Mary and Honeybee.

Generated by HTML_ToPDF at rustyparts.com -10- 23 Feb 2007 21:16



<Untitled>

"They were hungry. It was cold outside, and they’'d been sleeping outside. They were tired," says police
spokesman Scott Hunt. "We feel that we've got a pretty good (abuse) case to go on."

According to police reports, the children, ages 2 to 7, said they hadn’t eaten since morning. They were
dirty and bitten by insects. Most wore no underwear. "The older children stated that they had to do good
things to be rewarded with food, and they were given oranges, bananas, carrots and raw potatoes to eat,"
officer Tony Mashburn wrote.

According to one court document, the children said Finders leader Pettie "tells everyone what to do; he is
in charge. We kids slept outside and the mommies slept inside. The moms dress up and go out and do
money jobs. Mr. Pettie weans the kids from their moms."

An expert on child abuse hired by the state of Florida, Dr. Nauman Greenberg of Chicago, said Tuesday
that the children were withdrawn, isolated, depressed, "clinging" and immature.

All the children ate a lot, Greenberg said, and one even hoarded food. "One said, 'l like it here because |
don’t have to go outside." The children remain in state-run shelters, their identities still not officially
confirmed. Five women claiming to be the mothers of the children arrived in Tallahassee on Friday and
hired a lawyer to help them regain custody from the Florida Department of Health and Rehabilitative
Services. Custody hearings are expected next month.

The men charged with abusing the children have been tentatively identified as Douglas Ammerman, 27,
and Michael Holwell, 28, also known as Michael Houlihan. Both men are from Washington, and both are
thought to be Finders members.

They remain in jail on misdemeanor charges, saddled with $ 100,000 bail that their court-appointed
attorney calls "outrageous." They have pleaded not guilty and are scheduled for trial in late March.

In the days after the arrests, police raided Finders-owned properties in Washington and rural Virginia.
They seized computer equipment, documents, photographs, telephone numbers and, among other things,
two goat skins and a goat head.

But if they have any clear grasp of the Finders and their beliefs, officials aren’t saying so.

"So far it's very strange," says Leon County Assistant State Attorney C.L. Fordham, who is prosecuting
the case. "There are more unknowns and questions in this case than in any other I've seen."

'Weird press’

Could we but in another’s ear

Our windy salutations hear,
"Twould make us meek.

Be quick then, as our Lord requests.
Be truthful, full of wit and zest.

We bid thee, speak.
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So went the message on the Finders’ Washington telephone answering machine last week. A message at
another number was sung in four-part harmony.

Other glimpses of the Finders last week were equally strange. A member addressed a press conference
while turned away from the cameras, wearing a Ronald Reagan mask on the back of his head. At a Finders
warehouse, a shredded white flag flew overhead, symbolizing surrender.

On the door of their Georgetown duplex, members pasted newspaper clippings that portrayed them as
satanists.

"There is a lot of practical joking, a kind of poking fun at the majority, if you will," says Carl Shapley, a
Maryland educator who says he used to visit the Finders about once a month. "These are generous,
wonderful people who are very benevolent. They've gotten such weird press, it needs to be turned around
as to who they really are."

It started Feb. 6, when Tallahassee police spokesman Hunt called the group "some type of satanic cult."
He said adults were permitted to join the group if "they give up the rights to their children."

Meanwhile, police in rural Virginia dug up part of a Finders’ farm after getting a tip that bodies were
buried there. They found nothing.

By Monday police were backing off, saying they found no evidence that the Finders, as a group, practiced
anything criminal.

Hunt said his satanic description came from police in Washington, D.C., and Virginia who had obtained
search warrants to seize Finders’ property.

One search warrant affidavit, filed in U.S. District Court in Washington, told of a clearing in the woods
behind the Finders’ duplex in Washington: "Several round stones had been gathered near the circle,” it
said, and "this practice is sometimes used in satanic rituals." The site turned out to be well beyond
Finders’ property.

Another affidavit, filed in Madison County, Va., contained 11 photographs of a goat-butchering session.
They were taken from a Finders photo album entitled, "The Execution of Henrietta and Igor."

nn

Many photos contained captions, such as, "The goats are tied. Max wields a knife," "Stan pronounces
death sentence," "Ben eats chicken before the kill," "Max moves in," and "Dead Igor." Early news reports
described these as part of a cultlike bloodletting ceremony.

The photos depict three men in white smocks butchering two goats - Henrietta and Igor - on the Finders’
farm in rural Virginia. Small children are watching. The sequence culminates with the children opening
Henrietta’'s uterus and playing with a goat fetus.

"Baby goats " the caption says.

The Finders
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Normally a secretive group, the Finders and their acquaintances seemed compelled to explain the group
last week.

Pettie, 66, founded the organization in the late '60s or early '70s, they said, basically as a commune for
educated professionals seeking self-improvement. They share finances, living quarters and child-rearing
duties.

The group has about 40 adults and seven children, members say. Some of them spend summers on
farmland in southwestern Virginia, winters in warm areas such as Florida. The rest of the year they live in
Washington.

The goat-butchering took place in Virginia as the group prepared to move south, explains longtime
Finders member Diane Sherwood.

"None of us had ever slaughtered an animal before in our lives, we're all urban, yuppie types," Sherwood
says. "We wanted the children to be in a warm place for the winter, so preparatory to the trip we
slaughtered the goats. Does this sound like child abuse to you?"

Finders members include former editors, lawyers, accountants and professors, says Ann Reiss, a Reston,
Va., housewife who says she has known Finders members for several years.

"They don’t want permanent jobs," Reiss says. "They’re into flexibility to the max."

Children are reared in an unstructured, sometimes experimental way, Reiss says. Sometimes children are
separated from the adults to see how they’ll interact. If children don’t want to wear clothes, they don't.

"Some adult is always with them,"” Sherwood says. "What we try to do is respond to the kids, respond to
their questions, respond to their needs, rather than to impose a structure.”

Members have meetings led by an appointed "Game Caller," where they decide what to do for the coming
day or week. Sometimes it amounts to just that - a game.

"For instance, sometimes they may say, 'The children are in charge today," Carl Shapley says. "And the
adults get down and crawl around on their hands and knees and do what the children say."

Most of the time, Shapley says, Marion Pettie acts as Game Caller.
He has not been available for comment since the arrests.

"He is one of the eccentrics of our time, a totally benevolent and benign man,” Shapley says. "He’s like a
character out of Alice in Wonderland. | think he can be the Mad Hatter sometimes, and | think he can be
the Rabbit sometimes, and sometimes the Red Queen. He has kind of a twinkle in his eye all the time."

The trek to Florida

Sometimes the Game Caller sends the Finders on what they call "adventures." Members, on the spur of the
moment, will travel and take temporary jobs to earn money for the commune.
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"One of the things they do is emergency services, typing and mailing and so forth," says Reiss, whose
husband runs a computer consulting business. "One time we needed some office work done. So they came
marching in, single file and singing, 30 or 40 of them."

Occasionally, adventures involve long-distance travel.

Finders say the children’s trek to Florida began in January. From Washington, they say, two members
took the children to Berea, Ky., to inspect a fledgling commune that interested them.

"We were kind of surprised when they showed up here before daybreak," says the Rev. Jim Wycker, a
retired minister planning the commune known as New Hope. "They said they'd drove all night."

Wycker recalls that the children were well-behaved. "There was no fussin’ and squallin’ and yappin’ and
hittin’ and kickin’, none of it."

Finders say the men had permission from the children’s mothers to take them camping in warm climates.
Heading to Florida was not unusual, since members of the group spent part of the 1986 winter in a Tampa
neighborhood.

"l basically consider that everybody here is helping me to parent my child," said a Finders mother who
refused to give her name. "To me, having my son sent off on a trip with those men was just like sending
him off with his favorite uncles."

Diane Sherwood says she was on a "working adventure" in San Francisco with the children’s mothers
when they heard of the arrests.

"We were frightened. We didn’t know what to do. We found out on a Friday, we had a meeting on
Saturday, we flew back on Sunday... By this time (Tallahassee police) had 300 people calling and saying
they were the parents.”

Sherwood said members will try to reclaim their children.

"It's something very difficult to explain to a judge in North Florida that the children are coming home to a
perfectly proper home," she said. "We're talking about something very subjective, and the burden of proof
ison us."

'Finders aren’t harmless’

Courtney Knauth, a Washington bank employee, doesn't think the Finders are all fun and games.
She says her granddaughter is one of the children in state custody.

And she says she has lost her daughter Kristin, the child’'s mother, to the Finders.

"Kristin is not only bright, but she is a very good artist. She is very good at music, and she writes like an
angel," Knauth says of her daughter. "I guess my daughter was just a little depressed and was trying to
figure out what she wanted to do in life."
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Kristin was 21, and had just dropped out of college when she joined the Finders, Knauth says. "Nobody
knew then that it was a cult. She said, 'Mom, I’'m moving out. And I'll miss you.’ " Gradually, Knauth
says, Kristin stopped visiting or telephoning.

After three years with the Finders, Kristin cut off all communication.
Mother and daughter haven’'t spoken for two years.

Toward the end of their contact, Kristin was always accompanied by another Finders member who took
notes of their conversations, Knauth says. They explained that they discussed their conversations with the

group.

"If you want me to say that she had a vague, vacant, Zombie-like look in her eyes, | can’t say that,"
Knauth says. "In some ways she was like herself, in some ways not. She seemed unable to synthesize new
information."

Knauth says she visited the Finders’ Washington duplex last week.
She was told that she might not hear from Kristin for 20 years.

"l don’t think they abuse their kids, and | don’t think they worship the devil," Knauth says of the group.
"But the Finders aren’t harmless, and we who have been in contact with them know that...

"I don’t think the bottom line of the Finders, whatever it is, is love."
- Saff writer Lucy Morgan contributed to this report, in which material from AP was used.

GRAPHIC: BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO, (6); BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO, Larry King, (2);

BLACK AND WHITE MAP, Anne Hand; Mary; Max; Ben; Honey Bee; Bee Bee; John Paul; The door of
the Finders’ duplex in Washington, D.C. is covered with recent newspaper clippings; The Finders’ house
in Madison, Va. was a focus of last week’s investigations; Map of east coast from Virginia to Florida
showing 5 Finder related locations
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