Let's Play War

Warning: Poster contains offensive content

Inside 4chan’s intergroup rivalry, contingent community formation, and fandomized war reporting

This project investigates two competing 4chan groups concerned with the war in URraine.
their fandomized war reporting. A journalistic register dominates the /uhg/ sets, and a strategic-logistic register dominates the /chug/ sets.
the Ukrainian war through anthropomorphising and fictionalising nations and militaries in the form of memes. Surprisingly,
The differences are more stylistic than substantial.
indicating a greater emphasis on reportage and points at original

positioning of the threads.
community’s identity, reflected in the abundance of logos

Their sensemaking 1s antisemitic 1n nature.

, while /uhg/ images are more evidentiary,

We follow the pro-Ukrainian (/uhg/) and the pro-Russian (/chug/) threads and

The two threads fandomize
there 1s a lack in the differential political
/chug/ 1s more conscious about the

journalistic endeavours. There i1s a relative (in)visibility of memes to the mainstream web. The vernacularity of hyper-specific online discourse emerges through absence,
especially so in /chug/, which represents a vernacular within a vernacular.

How is 4chan /pol/ making sense of the RUS-UKR war and how does this sense-making
affect its own dynamics of contingent community formation?
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/uhg/ focusing on the “facts” of the war

gng BNO News @
WS

ﬂ Gérard Araud @
!

Second phone call of the day between

. The Spectator Index

BREAKING: Russian tanks have
deployed in Donetsk

UN Security Council to hold
emergency meeting on Russia-
Ukraine at 9 p.m. ET
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/uhg/ — naive Bayes classification — top words

/uhg/ getting more playful with anime girls
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@ OPs & Posts— TEXT ANALYSIS

/chug/ cat & bread:
I love this thread so much!

Rally up with logos!

/chug/ — naive Bayes classification — top words
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Army mobilization Bucha massacre Geopolitics Donbas separatism Battle of Chernobyl Siege of Azovstal Diplomacy Sanctions Military activity Shelling / bombing War crime
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/uhg/ — NMF topic modeling — posts

War updates Geopolitics

Achan vernacular

Thread practices

Thread Happening
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